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The period of Egyptian History treated of in the present 
volume begins with the reign of Humeses I., the first 
king of the XlXtli Dynasty, and ends with that of 
liameses XII., the last king of the XXth Dynasty, 
and the narrative describes the principal events which 
took place in Egypt and the various portions of her 
Nubian and Asiatic Empire from about b.g. 1400 to 
B.c. 1130, This period is one of great interest, for 
in it are included the reigns of Seti L, and Rameses 
II,, and liameses III., and Menephthah, under which 
Egypt attained to a very high state of prosperity, and 
became the mistress of the trade of the Red Sea and 
of the i\Iediterranean Sea. The country was not given 
up to the making of military expeditions and raids, as 
under the great kings of the XVIItth Dynasty, but it 
has been truly said that the general wealth of the 
country was greater during the reign of Rameses III. 
than during that of Thothmes III., although the hold 
of Egypt upon her Syrian, Libyan, and Nubian posses- 
sions was less strong and less secure. The additions 




to the temple of Amen-Ea, the “ king of the gods, the 
lord of the thrones of the two lands” (or, the world), 
which were made by Seti I. and his son Eameses II., 
and the lavish endowments and gifts made to the 
temples of Thebes, Abydos, and Heliopolis, prove that 
the wealth of these monarehs was exceedingly great, 
and the splendour of the capitals of the South and the 
North during their rule was never equalled either under 
the preceding or succeeding dynasties. The ruins of 
Thebes and Tanis testify alike to the magnificence of 
the temples, the munificence of the kings, and the 
prosperity of the country. The interest of modern 
investigators has centred chiefly in the reign of 
Eameses 11., and in the exploits of this king, but a 
little consideration shows that his greatness was due 
more to the general condition of the country and to 
the great length of his reign than to the ability which 
he displayed in the rule of his kingdom. His generals 
and their armies were strong enough to guard Egypt 
against invasion, but they added nothing to the empire 
of Egypt, and, in spite of the boastful description of 
his victory over the Kheta which Eameses 11. caused 
to be inscribed on the walls of his temples, and the 
high-flown utterances of the courtier scribe Pentaurt, 
it is clear that the king was unable completely to 
vanquish the league of nations and tribes which fought 
with the Kheta against him, and that it was only with 
difficulty that he succeeded in keeping his hold upon 
any part of Palestine and Syria. The famous treaty 
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of Eanieses II. with the Khcta proves iteyond doubt 
that the king of Egypt was obliged to acknowledge 
tlieir iiitlepeiidence, and to recognize the authority of 
their prince Kheta-sar, and to enter into obligations 
whicli Avould prevent him from invading their country 
in the future. When w'e consider the vast amount of 
spoil which the Egyptians took during their expedi- 
tions in Northern Syria under the XV filth Dynasty, 
it is tolerably certain that Eameses II. would nut have 
made the treaty he did except under the strongest 
pressure. It is, of course, possible, though improbable, 
that he was led to act as he did becau.se he wished to 
develop trade between the merchants of the rapidly 
growing cities of the Delta and those of Northern 
Syria. The Kheta wars were the chief military events 
of the reign of Eameses 11., and the result of them, as 
far as Egypt was concerned, was a reduction of her 
dominions. On the other hand, the arts and seiencea 
flourished, and the noble buildings of every kind which 
sprang up as if by magic in all the great centres of 
religious thought prove that the skill of the architect, 
and the artist, and the workman was as great as it had 
ever been ; their style was not so good as that of the 
IVth and Xllth Dynasties, hut this was due both to 
change of ideas and taste among the Egyptians, and to 
the influence which was exerted on the arts a.nd crafts 
by foreign intercourse and trafficking. When Eameses 
II. died he left his country in a comparatively flourish- 
ing condition, but his empiz*e was crumbling away, and 
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the events which took place under Menephthali prove 
that the nations around were only waiting for his 
death to invade Egyptian territory. Under Eameses 
HI. the Libyans and the Syrians with their allies 
made a strong attack upon the Delta, and it says much 
for the ability of his generals and the administration 
of his forces that the Egyptians were victorious. Tins 
king appears to have been the first Pharaoh who con- 
structed fleets of boats which could be used both for 
the purpose of war and of trade. Under the succeeding 
Ilameses kings the power of Egypt declined rapidly, 
and the poverty-stricken condition of Thebes, the 
capital of the South, is well illustrated by the fact 
that the priests of imen-Ea were obliged to make 
Eameses IX. authorize them to levy taxes on the 
people for the maintenance of the temple of their god. 
The papyri of the period tell us that the royal tombs 
of Thebes were plundered, and that the mummies of 
many of the great Pharaohs were stripped of every- 
thing of value, and we know from the “ finds ” at Der 
el-Bahari that the sacrilegious thieves even broke the 
royal remains in pieces. The G-overnments oi Eameses 
IX. and Eameses X. prosecuted the robbers and 
violators of the tombs, but the examination of the 
witnesses revealed the fact that the pillaging of the 
abodes of the dead was carried on in a systematic 
manner with the connivance of certain highly-placed 
officials, and, apparently, the wrecking of the royal 
mummies and plundering of their funeral furniture 


continued. Meanwhile the priests, finding that the 
later llameses kings were unable to support the great 
brotherhood of Amen-Ka, lost no opportunity of in- 
creasing their hold upon Thebes, and at length, on the 
deatli of Earaeses XII., tliey boldly assumed the 
goveninient of the country, and their liigli-priest, 
Her-Ilern, usurped the throne. 

In connexion witli the reign of Menephthali a 
chapter has been added in the present volume on the 
Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt. In it an attempt 
has been made to consider the narrative of the Exodus 
given by Josephus in the light of recently ascertained 
facts, and the unhistorical character of many parts of 
it is made plain ; that ]\Ianetho preserved in his History 
of Egypt an Egyptian tradition of a great exodus of 
foreigners from tlie Delta there is no reason to doubt, 
but until we have this writer’s account of it in liis own 
words no final opinion of its value historically can be 
arrived at. It is tolerably certain that the exodus of 
Semitic foreigners to which Josephus refers is tliat 
which is generally known as the “expulsion of the 
Hyksos,” and that it is not that which is described in 
the Book of Exodus; the Exodus of the Israelites 
after the building of the treasure cities of Pitliom and 
Eaamses must certainly have taken place during the 
reign of one of the successors of Eaineses II., and mure 
than one exodus of Semites must have taken place 
during the centuries which elapsed between the time of 
the expulsion of the Hyksos from the Delta and tlio 


PREFACE 


reiffii of Eanieses II. The narrative of the Book of 
Exodus appears to the writer to be based on historiea 
facts, and the archaeological evidence contained in it 
proves that it is no historical romance, as some have 
endeavoured to show. Its form indicates that it was 
written a long time after the events happened which it 
describes, but the main fact that an exodus of Israelites 
took place as the result of the forced labour which they 
were compelled to perform is unassailable, and all the 
evidence goes to prove that a great body of Israelites 
left the Delta between the reigns of Raineses II. 
and Rameses III. If the exodus took place under 
Menephthah the popular view that the king of Egypt 
was drowned in the “Red Sea” must be abandoned, 
for his mummified body has been recently identified 
beyond doubt, and in connexion with this subject it 
must be remembered that it is nowhere said in the 
narrative of the Book of Exodus that the king was 
drowned, but only the host of Pharaoh. 


E. A. Wallis Budge. 
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RAMESES THE GREAT. 


OlIAFl'Er. I. 

THE NINETEENTH DYNASTY. 


1 . (lliii] 

rEir-PEir, son of tlio Sun, III-messu [F.’j. 

^ Eamessu I., or IIamehes I., tlio first 

Idug of the XIXth Dynasty, was ap- 
parently related to Ideru-ein-lieb, but 
the degree of relationship cannot at 
present be defined, and its existence is 
doubted by some writers. There is eer- ; 
tainly no evidence that he was of royal 
descent, and nothing is hiiown of the 
circmnstances under which he ascended, 
the throne. There are grounds for 
tliiiiking that ho held, like n.eru-em-beb, 
high ollioes under the government for 
several years before he became king, and that 

VOL. V. i> 


n 


lC,l-NEKiri'-lATOII 
. SUTENIH, the 
Hoitim juime of 
Kiimcscs I, 


[B.G. 1400 
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he BUCoeeded Ms colleague he was past middle 
■ it is more thau probable that be exercised in 
the ’south of Egypt an authority similar to that whieli 
Heru-em-heb exercised in the north. Although the 
name of Amen does not occur in any of his names or 
titles he must have been a loyal servant of that god 
he would never have been supported by his pnosts. 
reign was very short, certainly less than ten years, 
and but for one thing, of which there is no mention 
tlie Egyptian inscriptions of tlie period, migtt have 
been termed uneventful. We have already mention ed 
the prominent part which the confederation of the 
Kheta tribes took in the breaking of the power of 
Egypt in Syria in the rei^n of Amen-lietep IV., and 
since that time Egypt had been able to do nothing 
to cheek their advance in Northern Syria. The dis- 
eansed by the heresy of the Disk worshippers 
the despatch of any army against them 
the reigns of the three predecessors of Eameses 
thus it happened that when this king ascended 
throne of Egypt he discovered that he was power- 
less even to prevent their advance upon territory much 
nearer to Egypt, still less to regain the old Egyptian 
possessions near the Euphrates, and he, therefore, made 
a treaty of peace Avith Sapalul, the prince of the Kheta 
tribes. Eeference is made to this treaty in the treaty 
which Sapalnl’s descendant made with Eameses IL, 

is clear that in the reign of Eameses I. the 
sufficiently powerful to make it worth the 
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wliile of tlio Egyptians; to be at pciace with them. Tiio 
only military expedition nndertakon by liame.ses I. was 
against the Nubians, but whether this took phieo during 
the iirst two years of his reign, when ho was sole 
inomirch, or later, wlieii his son Seti T. was co-regent, 
cannot be said. As a mark of his devotion to Amen 
he built the large pylon through which entriuice is 
gained to the great Jlypostyle Hall in the ieinplu of 
the god at Karnak, Imt of this very little now remains; 
on a wall near it ho is represented in the act of adoring 
a number of gods. Haineaes I. made a tomb for 
himself in the Valley of the Tombs of tlie Kings at 
Thebes, and was pivisnmably buried in it. It consists 
of a lai’ge hall, with a doorway at eacdi end ; through 
the further doorway admission is gained to a narrow 
chamber. The hall is approached by two corridors, 
which are not ornamented in any way, and the second 
forms a steep flight of steps wliicii leads directly 
into the Iiall or mummy chamber. Tlie walls of the 
hall are decorated with large figures of the gods Maut, 
Ptah, Nefer-Temu, Aruibis, Homs, Thoth, .Khepera, 
etc., and with inscriptions and scenes from the Hook 
of the Underworld. The sarcophagus is made of red 
granite and is about five feet high ; it is ornamented 
with figures of the gods painted in yellow on a red 
bacdcground, and is without a cover. The tomb was very 
dilReult to enter, and its entrance has now been filled 
up.>- Among the coffins and mummies from the great 
1 Soc Lofiiburo, Ilypotjves Jlaya'iiX; Paris, 1890, p. 157 ff. 


4 MUMMY AND COFFIN OF RAMESES I. [B.C. 1400 

Del' al-Baliari “ find ” were the fragments of a wooden 
coffin which had been painted yellow, and a cover whicli 
seemed to belong to them. The name of the original 
owner had been erased and tlie prenoinen of Eameses I. 
inscribed in its place ; this king’s prenoinen is found 
on the fragments written both in hieroglyphics and in 
the hieratic character. On a piece of tlie cofiin are 
the fragments of an inscription, which by the help of 
other similar documents has been completed, and from 
it we learn that on the 13th- day of the fourth month of 
the season Shat of the ICth year of the reign of 

Sa-Amcn, 0 mummy of Eameses I. was 

taken from his own tomb into that of queen An-Idapu, 
COVAsiS]’ was situated near the 
tomb of Amen-hetep, in peace. This removal was 
effected by a priest of Ainen-Ea called Ankh-f-en-Amen, 

f ”7^ 1]“^, the son of |)(] ^, 

who held several high ecclesiastical offices, and was, 
apparently, a superintendent of the royal tombs. 
Near the fragments of the coffin was the unswathed 
mummy of a man of large and powerful build, with 
short hair and a black skin ; this mummy is believed 
by M. Maspero to have been that of Eameses I., and 
he thinks that its coffin was brolfen by tbe various 
journeys wliich it had to undergo when the royal 
mummies were removed to their hiding-place at Dur 
al-Bahari, and that the mummy itself was stripped and 
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THE REIGN OF SETI I. 


5 


plimdorefl l)y the people who were assisting in hiding 
it from the professional robbers of royal tombs J 


z. fe g kx-Kaat- 

MKN, sou of the Sun, rTAlT-MI3RI-EN-SETr. 

'Ey Se'J'I r., or “ SUTI'MEU-KN-r'l'An ” 1,, 

was the son of Ranuises 1. ; iic married 
Tiuia, ( 




Q 


(pieen 


during tlio 


i\iign of rieru-em-hob, and by her became 
the father of Ramoses II. According to 
]\ranetho ho reigned between tifty and 
fifty-five year.s, but there is no monu- 
mental evidence in support of tliis state- 
ment. The inscriptions prove that he 
adopted a large number of Horns names, 
among which may be mentioned: — 
“ Mighty Hull, rising in Thebes, vivify- 
ing the two lands,” “ Mighty Bull, image 
of Mmitlm,” “Mighty Bull, son of Temu,” 
“Bull, of RA, beloved of Mant,” “Mighty Bull, 

1 M. Slaspcro rolatos tlio following in proof of iho oxcollont 
manner in wliieli tlio Uody had beon nuiTiiniiflod. Tiio workmen 
laid t.lio naked mnmmy in the sun on the sand, and wont away to 
have lunch and their mid-day rest; when thoy returned they found 
that one of the arms had moved from its position lenjrtliwifio down 
the hofiy, and was bent; at rijfht angles to the breast in a majiner 
which seemed to threaten them. Examination showed that tho 
arm had become contracted throufjh tho heat of the sun. Les 
Mamies, pp. 5o2, 053. 


'KA-nEKni‘-Kii.v 

nM-IjAST-SKANKH- 

'r.irr, the Horns 
name of Seti I. 



REVOLT OF THE SHASTJ 


resting upon Maut,” etc. j some of Ins titles ’\vere, 
“ ]-[o wlio repeatetli [his] births, mighty one of 
vulonr, destroyer of the Nine Bows, Mighty one of 
hows in all lands, siihduer of the Menti, stahlislier 
of niornnoents/’ etc. 

As soon as Ilanieses I. was dead the nomad 


tribes and peoples who lived in the Eastern 
Desert and in Palestine revolted, and his son and 
sneeessor Seti 1. found himself obliged to take the 
field at once against a formidable confederation of 
hostile hosts. He set out from Egypt against the 
wretched Shasu,” marched 



jvX), a place Avliicli lias been 


AAAAA/\ J1 

to bo to the sontli of Hebron ; but Kaiifma refers to 
tlio wbole country iunl not to any one portion of 
The Sliasu wore dofoated in the lirst battle, anil 
numbers of thciu were slain. Ho next attaclced the 
rebels of Kbare, | witli tlie saine result, and 
king, wlio is described as the “ Sun of Egypt and 
moon of all other lands,” swept all before him like 
god Jj ^ wheresoever lie went he 
slew men, and his soldiers following him up 
away much spoil. The chiefs of liethennu, or Northern 
Syria, submitted peacefully, and sang praises to tlie king, 
and of the presents which they broiiglit to him he made 
rich gifts to Amen-Ra. The city of Kadesh and 
fortress of Innuaamu, (jfl 5 

I I r^— \ 

conquered, and the whole country of tjie 
The tribes of the Klieta, however, refused 
this example, and tlierefore Seti I. marched into their 
country; he slew their chiefs and passed 
soldiers like a flame of fire, and all 
before liiin.i- Hrom every part of Syria he 
either gifts or tribute, and he then retraced 
to Egypt, leaving the country through which he had 

1 For many o£ the inscriptions describing theso 
Guieyesso in Recuoil, tom, xi. p. 6211.; and for tho 
L(3psius, Benhmlef, iii. pH. 126-130. 
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passed a places of desolation and misery. Among tlie 
spoil brought back was wood for making a boat for 
the god Amnn-lifi, and trunks of straight and lofty 
trees whieli were to be made into tlie masts intended 
to h(5 set, up in grooves in front of the main pylons of 
temples ; the wood and the tree trunks came from the 
Lebanon moimtains, himons then, as later, for their 
lofty eedars and other trees. 

When {^oti I. arrived at the frontiers of Egypt 
he was met by the priests and nobles of the country, 
who i-eceivcd him with shouts of joy, and with all 
the spoil which he had brought back he set out on 
the river to make a triumphant progress up the Nile 
to Thebes. The principal events of the campaign 
in Palestine and Syria were sculptured on the 
north and south walls of the great Hypostyle Hall 
at Karuak, and near each was added a full description 
in hieroglyphics for every man to see. The king was 
very proud of|^ his achievements and caused lists of the 
countries, and cities, and villages which he had 
Gonfiuorcd to be inscribed upon the buildings and 
monuments which he set up in Egypt and Nubia. 
Ohms on t])e north wall of the great hall at Thebes 
Amen is depicted holding ropes to which are tied by 
their necks series of representatives of conquered places, 
each with his name enclosed in a “turreted cartouche”; 
the base of a sphinx in the temple of Seti I. at Kilrna 
also contains a long list of names of conquered places ; 
and at Eedesiyeh or Eadassiyeh, about forty miles to 
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ilic east of Edfu, and at iSesebi in the Tliird Cataract 
portions of lists and scenes of conquest have also been 
found. Beti I. seems to liave claimed that lie -was 
master of the Libyans, Nubians, people of Punt, 
nomads of the Faistern Desert, Palestine, Syria, Cyprus, 
and of Western Asia generally as far eastwards £is 
Nehei'iia, but his court scribes must have exaggerjided 
the si:ne of his kingdom, for it i.s quite certain that 
the Kheta wore not in any way .subject to him at this 
time, and that their territory was under their own rule. 
That their power was very great at tliis ].)oriod i.s proved 
by the fact that not very many years later Eameses 
II, was obliged, even after his fierce battle with them, 
to enter into an agreement which certainly did not 
restore to Egypt any of the pos.sessions which had 
been hers in the reign of Thotlimcs III. 

As soon as his wars were over Seti I. devoted him- 
self to the building of new temples and the restoration 
of old ones, and the evidences of his great activity in 
such works are found throughout Egypt from the 
north of the Delta to the Third Cataract, and in the 
Sinaitic peninsula and in Wadi Ilaniniamat. Tluj 
quarries at llanimamat were worked for stone for liis 
buildings; tlie mines at Sarbut al-Khadini were worked 
for eoppor and malachite; and it appears that he 
either worked regularly or carried on experimental 
works in all the great mines of the Eastern Desert in 
Nubia, The temple of Kedesiyeli, or Padassij'eh, 
mentioned above, stands on the old desert road which 
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ran from Edfii to the emerald mines of Mount i?abara, 
liorenice on the Eed Sea, and it is pretty certain 
that Reti I. only built it because the mines were being 
work’ed for his benefit. As there w«as a water station, 
tir well, close by, the traveller who had halted there 
would not only be able to obtain refreshment, but 
wonbl also become acquainted with the scenes of the 
of Heti I., which wore soulptui-ed inside the 
temple in the ninth year of his reign. Seti I. either 
bored, or re-bored a well here, and a small building 
seems to mark its site to this day ; it is probable that 
he caused a series of water stations to be established 
the Nile to Berenice.^ The local mining agents 
seem to have made plans of the districts wherein gold 
or mines of precious stones were situated, and to have 
them drawn and painted upon papyrus either for 
benefit of new-comers or to supply information 
the position of the mines to high officials in 
Egypt. A plan of this kind was published by Lepsius," 
and on it we see indicated tlie footpaths running among 
the monntains, the position of the government building, 
in this case was erected by Seti I., and the 
the workmen are boring into the hills; 
in comparison with modern maps it 

route has been carefully described by Golenischeff 
75), who has giyen us the true reading of the 


n 
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appears to ho a crude piece of work, but it must be 
remembered, as Wiedomann lias said, that it is tlie 
oldest map in tbe world. 

Among the bnildings of Seti I. ninst bo specially 
mentioned those which he carried out at Abydos and 
Idiebes. At Abydos lie built the famous ttunple called 


Culonuaile of tho Teiuplo of Seti I. nt Atjyilort. 

Prom a iiliofcoKvaiih Ify A,. L’Qftto, L 


after Ins own prenonien ‘ Men-Maat-Ea, but more 
commonly known from its description by Strabo as tlie 
“ ]\Iemnonium.” Abydos was the centre of Osiris 
worship in Upper Egypt, for there was supposed to be 
the tomb of the head of the god, and Egyptians loved 
to be buried there, first, that their bodies might bo 
near the lieiul of Osiris, and secondly, because there 
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THE KING LIST OF SETI I. 

was a widosprca,! belief in tlie country that ^so to 
the city, in the mountains, was the “Gap,” jj , 

or, opening” througli wliicli disembodied souk made 
their way into Paradise. Seti’s temple was built of 
fine white limestone, but when the king died it was 
not iinishod, and his son Ramoses II, completed it. 
Tlie walls and pillars are ornamented with religious 
scemis and iignres of the gods, and the sculptures and 
reliefs are among the most bcantiful of those to be 
found in Egypt ; for design, proportion, excellence of 
work, and finkli, the reliefs are unequalled under the 
New Empire. At the end of the temple are seven 
shrines or chapels, dedicated to Horns, Isis, Osiris, 
Amen, Harmacliis, Ptah, and Seti I. respectively; 
behind these is the chief shrine of the god Osiris. One 
remarkable feature of the temple is the famous King 
List which Seti I. had inscribed upon the main wall of 
a corridor of the building at the side of the main 
edifice. Here we have a list of the names of seventy-six 
kings, the first being that of Mena or Menes, and the 
lust being that of Seti I. ; at one end stand Seti I., 
making an offering of incense, and his son Raineses II., 
and they pray that to each of the kings named the 
triune god Ptah-Seker-Asar will give 1000 cakes, 1000 
vessels of ale, 1000 cattle, 1000 feathered fowl, etc. 
The royal names in this list represent the kings for 
whose 'spiritual welfare Seti I. prayed at certain 
seasons, and the list itself is of great importance, for 
the “ Tablet of Abydos,” as it is generally called, has 



SETl’S WORKS AT THEBES 


helped US to reconstruct tlie chronological order of 
soino of the Icings of Egypt, It omits many names, 
and even whole “ dynasties,” but its historical value is 
very great. 


Hall of Columna at Karnak. 

From a photograph by A. Bcato, Luxor. 

At Ear link Seti I. carried out many important new 
Avorks and restorations, but tlie greatest of them all 
was done in connexion ..with the Hypostylc Hall, or 
Hall of Columns. This marvellous building measured 
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jibout biO iect by 168 feet, and contained 13-1 cohimus ; 
one of these was set np by Eamoses I., 79 by Seti I., 
and 54 by Riimeses 11. Twelve columns are 68 feet 
liigli iiiul 9)5 feet in circiiinfereiice, and 122 are about 
l;j feet liigli Jind 27 feet in oirciimfercnce. Besides 
all this Heti I. restored or rebuilt, in whole or in 
part, the temples of many of his ancestors in all the 
import, ;i.ut cities of Eg'ypt.^ At Kuriia, on the west 
bank of the Nile, opposite Thebes, ho completed and 
adciptod as his own the funeral chapel which had been 
begun by Raineses I., and formally dedicated it to the 
worship of himself and his father. This funeral 
temple w^as built in connexion with the wonderful 
tomb in the Valley of the Kings, and the king appears 
to have intended tliat services should be held in it 
instead of in the tomb_, which w^as, comparatively, a 
long way from the rivei-. The tomb is nearly 350 feet 
long, and consists of a largo number of halls and 
corridors, and side chapels, all of which are hewn out 
of the solid ruclv ; the floor of the lowest room is about 
100 feet below the level of the valley. It vras dis- 
covered by Belzoui in 1817, and is coinuionly called 

Eelzoni’s Tomb,” or “No. 17.” It is the most beautiful 
of all tile royal tombs, and strikes tJie beholder with 
wonder at the vast amount of labour and the skill 
displayed in making it. The paintings on the wails, etc., 
suggest that the decoration, and probably every part 

^ Most oi* llieso arc meiitioucd bj Wiodemaim, Guschiclite, 
p. 421 if. 
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of it, was carried out by tlie sculptors and artists wlio 
built Scti’s temple to Osiris at Abydos. The inscrip- 
tions on the entrance staircase-corridor are selections 
from tlio “Book of tlie Praisings of Ea” and tlie 
“ Book of [knowing] that wliicli is in the Underworld.” 
According to this last work tlie world beyond the grave 
was divided into sections, and the texts of this curious 
book enabled the deceased to make his way safely 
through tlieio, oven as did the Ban. In one of tlie 
chambers entered from the main hall Avith eight pillars 
is a remarkable text describing how mankind once on 
a time rebelled against the 8im-god Efi, and made a 
mock of him because the god had become old and 
feeble ; they were, however, severely punished, for they 
were slaughtered by the goddess Sekhet, who “waded 
about in their blood,” and many other calamities came 
upon them. The goddess Hathor at this time compassed 
the destruction of mankind. 

The large and beautiful white alabaster sarco- 
phagus of the king is preserved in Sir John Soane’s 
Museum in Lincolids Inn Fields, London, where 
it was taken by Belzoni; it is said to have been 
sold to this institution for £2000. It is inscribed^ 
with a long series of extracts and vignettes from 
the “Book of [knowing] wliat is in the Under- 
world,” and the hieroglyphics were inlaid with blue 

* For tho texts sco Bouomi, SarcopJiaijus of 0 imenenta'h 7., 
London, 18(54 ; and for translations see Records of the Fast, vol. x. 


i6 


COFFIN AND MUMMY OF SETI 1. [B.C. 1366 


i! 


paste, wliicli was intended to represent lapis-lazuli. I 

Tlio eoftin of Seti I. was found with Iiis mummy at 
Dur til-Bahuri. The coffin is painted wffiite, and lias 
eyes inlaid with black and white enamel. Three 
hi(U'atic insoj’iptious on it tell us that in the 6tli year of 
tlio high priesthood of Iler-Heru the mummy of Seti I. 
was re-bandagod and re-interred by Jfen-Amen-pona, 

'4r [| ill fii® Idth year of the 

reign of Sa-Amen it was removed to the tomb of 
the queen An-1 lapu; and that in the 10th year of 
Pai-netchem, who reigned about a century later, the 
mummy was again moved and taken to the “ ever- 
lasting abode ” of Amen-hetep. The mummy of Seti I. 
was unrolled on June 9, 1886, when most of its swatli- 
ings were found to be those originally used, but a 
few were newer and dated from the XXIst Dynasty. 

The nose is well-shaped and aquiline, the mouth is 
long, the lips are thin, the ears are small and round, 
and arc pierced for earrings, the eye-brows are now 
bhtekened by bitumen, but were originally white, the 
head and chin are shaved, the only two teeth visible 
are well preserved, even as is the whole body. It is 
thought that Seti died when he was about sixty 
years of age, and, in view of his knotted fingers, that 
he suffered from arthritis. M. Maspero thinks that 
there is a striking resemblance between the features 
of Seti I. and those of his son Rameses II., only that 
they are finer and more intelligent j in fact that 





PIIYSICAI, FEATURKS OF SET! T. 


tlio I'iitluii’ is an 
typo of 
tlio son.* Evory- 
tliinp; tliat we 
know about tlio 
tomb and fniieral 
furniture and 
muiniiiy of >Si;ti F. 
proves tliat tlie 
burial of tbe king 
must liave been 
attended with tlio 
greatest pomp and 
ceremony, and it 
is interesting to 
note that the reli- 
gious inscriptions 
on the walls of 
the tomb are ex- 
tracts, not from 
the “Chapters of 
Coming Eortli by 
Day," or the 
“ Book of the 
Dead,” but from 
works of an en- 
tirely different 
character. 


ITsliabti figure of king Seti n 

British MusenUn, No. 22,818, 

Les Momies, p, Jjo-ill, 3 Rmieil, tom. yiii. p. 180. 
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Jii till! inHcriptiinis of Ramoses II. found on tlie 
t(!inj)le built by Seti I, at Abydos, we are told tliat his 
father associated him with himself in tlie rule of tlie 
kingdom at a very early age, and that he was made the 
l(,>rd of the kingdom when he was a little boy. When 
as yet hii was in the womb of his mother the nobles of 
the land .sainted him and paid homage to him, and 
wluiii lie Avas still in the habit of sitting on his father’s 
knee the king gave the order and had the child 
crowned. All this, however, is exaggeration on the 
part of Raineses 11. , or we may regard it as oriental 
hyperbole ; in any ease, he cannot have been crowned 
when he wms still a little boy being brought up in the 
women’s apartments, for he was not the eldest son of 
Seti. That Seti I. had a son older than Eameses IL 
we know from the reliefs which depict his battle scenes, 
for tlii.s prince’s figure and titles are found in them. 
What happened to this prince we have no means of 
knowing, hut he took part in Seti’s great Syrian war, 
being at that time a mature man, and it is possible 
that he was slain in battle. It is a curious fact that in 
every case where bis figure and titles occur bi.s name 
has been cut out, and we are forced to come to the 
saihe conclusion as Wiedemann,^ i.e., that the existence 
of an elder brother must have been disagreeable to 
Raineses IL, and that “ he who used with predilection 
“ the monuments of his ancestors as materia] fur hi.s 

I Pivc. Soc. JJihl, Arch., vol. xii., 1890, p. 200 ; anilseo Augyptische 
p. 419, 420. 
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‘•'own, would try by sill jK)ssi}>I(.‘ nioans to dostroy bis 
“brutlior’s lueinory ; tlio oblitoratioii of the priitne’s 
i “ name will have been mtulo at bis instigation.” 

i The qiiGstion wliieli has now to l»o considered is, “Was 

I Ilamcses II. ever co-regent witb Stdi T. ? ” Wlnni wo 

consider that tbo reign of fliiti T. was very short, 
prcd)ably not more than twelve or tii’teen years, ^ and 
that extremely tew texts exist which can lie constrneti 
into referring to tlie (io-regenc.y, and that none are 
dated in it, it is morally certain that the words which 
■Raineses IT. allowed to bi! inscribed on tlie temjde of 
Seti I. at Abydos are untrue. Moreover, we know that 
Raineses II., had he been co-regont with his father at 
the extremely early age whicli he indicates, would have 
been incapable of eondiKiting tlie war against the 
Kheta, wliich he tolls ns he waged in the fifth, year of 
his reign, and that he would not have be>eu old enough 
to bo the father of the grown-up sous who accompanied 
him on that memorable occasion. The late Dr. Brugsch 
stated at some length " liis reasons for believing that 
Raineses II, was selected co-regent by his father at a 
very early age, and thought that Seti I. had good 
reasons for doing so. Seti I. married a lady called 
Tuaa, wlio was probably related or connected with the 
royal house of the Anion-hetep kings, and who had, 
tlierefore, in the eyes of the Egyptians, a claim to the 
throne; Seti himself was not of royal descent, and 



1 Maspero, Hist. Anc., tom. ii, p. 387, note 5, 
" Ei/i/pi under the Pharaohs^ vol. ii. p. 22. 
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(HJiiliJ only assert a riglit to tlie tliroiie tliruugli liis 
wile. ])r. Briigscli argiietl tliat tlic priests of Amen 
and tlie Egyptians hated Tuaa because ^‘her grand- 
faHier’s blood flowed in her veins ” (he assumes that 
slifi was the granddaughter of Klm-en-Aten, of wliicli 
there is no proof); that Seti, who was himself named 
after the god Set, or Sutekh, was related to a stock 
that worshipped foreign gods, at the head of which was 
the “ Canaanitish Baal-Sutekh,” and that Seti I. felt 
himself obliged to “ avoid an open breach, and to 
soothe the stiihhorn caste of the priests of Amen,” even 
though they hated Rameses’ ancestry, by electing tlie 
child as co-regent. In answer to this it must be stated 
that the priests of Amen, having regained their old 
position, would have no reason to fear any act of 
Seti I. ; that the views about the name of the king have 
no foundation ; and that, since Seti I. had acquired a 
claim to the throne through his wife, which was held 
to be a valid claim by the Egyptians, he could not be 
regarded as an usurper, as Eameses I. might well have 
been considered. Dr. Brugsch concludes, “ Wliile he 
“[Seti I.] actually ruled the land as king, Rameses, his 
“ son, as legitimate sovereign, gave authority to all the 
“ acts of his father.” i It is, however, certain that 
Eameses II. counted the years of his reign from the 
year in which his father died, that the years of his life 
when he ascended the throne were many more in 
number than the years of his father’s reign, that he 
^ under ^he PAam(t?is, vol ii. p. 
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KEIGN OF KAMliSHS II. 


was a man wliaii Im ascenrkd tlm tlinme, ami that in 
his ba,ttlc witli tlui Kliota,, which took place in llni 
fifth year of his roign, lie had sons with liini wlio wertf 
young men, Tim inscriptions at Abydos ‘ wliicli record 
the early history of Jlaineses II. have the same 
pompous and inflated style as the description (d' tlm 
great battle of that king which was compusod, or 
perhaps, strictly speaking, cttpied, by the court .scrilm 
and poet-laureate Pentaur, or runtaurt, and they may 
be regarded as narrativt^s written rather to please and 
flatter the king than to serve any historical purjiuse.. 


3 . 




i Cliife] CtfcJll] 

Maat-setef-eN"Ra, son of the Sun, BA-.’^tESSu-MEiii- 
Amen. 

Ha-MesSU II., or JiAMESES II, ’Pd/iif 7 j<t, 
or Ta'v|rd/f?;9, was the sun of Beti I. and 
the queen Tiiaa, wlio seems to have been 
connected with the royal house of the 
Anieii-hetep kings; the year of liis age 
when lie ascended the throno is unknown, 
but, as lie was conducting his great war 
against the Kheta flvo years lateiv accom- 
panied by grown-up sons, lie certainly 




r==x. 


ICA-^'KKK'r- 

Maat, 

mo Horcis luuiuj , , , ,1 . 1 f 

oniauiesew 11. caimot iiavo been less than twenty-live 

* They woro published ■witli iiitcrliiioar text and trauHlatidu by 
M. Musporo in Eg$ai sur I’inBcri^ption lUdimtoiredii tcmxih: d'Alii/dns, 
ParxH, 1867. 
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years of age wlien lie was crowned. He adopted 
as Ills Horns name “Migb-ty Bull, beloved of Maat,” 
and a very large number of epithets wbicli we 
find applied to Mm in tbe inscriptions were regarded 
as Horns names and treated accordingly, being placed 
in rectangular enclosures within which the Horns, 



Head of tihe mummy of Rameses II. Full face. 


or Tia, names were usually written. In addition to 
his titles, “Lord of the shrines of Neldiebet and 
“Uatchet, master of Egypt, conqueror of foreign 
“ countries. Horns of gold, mighty one of years, great 
“ of strength,” he is called “Exalter of Thebes, he wbo 
“ rises in Thebes, vivifier of the two lands son of Set, 
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'‘son of Amen, son of Temu, son of Ptah-Tanen, 
“son of Kliepera, son of Amen, mighty of two-fold 
“strength, firm of heart, power of two-fold strength, 
“valiant warrior, smiter of the 
“Asiatics, lord of festivals, be- 
“ loved of the two lands, king 
“of kings, bull of princes, mighty 
“ one of valonr like his father Set 
“ in Nnbti, ^ ® , upholder of 
“ Maat, possessor of the two lands,” 
etc.i Although, as we have already 
seen, it is improbable that 
Eameses II. was crowned king of 
Egypt when he was still a little 
child living in the women’s 
quarters in the palace, we are 
right in thinking that he was 
trained with the soldiers and ac- 
customed to military command 
when he was ten or twelve years 
of age. Besides his military ap- 
pointments he held the offices of 
counsellor and overseer of certain 
lands, and Seti I. spared no pains 
to qualify him to become a wise 
and able prince. In the reign of Seti I. Eameses 



Wootlen siitttuo of 
Rameses II. from tlio 
kinff’s toml), 
Brit. Mus,, No. 832, 


1 Tho toxfcs of those and of many other titles will be fonnd in 
Le Jjivre des Bois (eel. Brngsch and Bouriant), p. 05 fE. 
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took imrt in certain raids wliicli were made upon 
tho Libyans and other tribes living on the west and 
north-west frontiers of Egypt, and he was present 
at several fights with the Nubians in various parts of 
tlieir country. He continued the wars in Nubia during 
the first two or three years of his reign, and they 
were waged with such fierceness that it seems as if 
some of the tribes of that country must have tried 
to shake off the yoke of Egypt, and to cease from 
the payment of tribute to the new king. 

The principal memorial of his w-ars in Nubia, Libya, 
and Syria is the little rock-hewn temple at Bet al-Walli 
near Kal^bsheh, where, on the two sides of the vestibule, 
are scenes depicting the principal events of these wars, 
the capture of prisoners, and the receipt of tribute. 
In the Libyan war the king was accompanied by his 

son Amen -her- khepesh-f, [j who is repre- 

sented as bringing prisoners before his father ; Eameses 
was also accompanied by his favourite dog, which 
attacked the foe at the same time as his master. 
The Syrians, as usual, took refuge in their fortresses, 
but they availed them nought, for their entrances were 
forced by the Egyptian soldiers and, if we may trust 
the picture on the wall, the Syrians were put to the 
sword by the king whilst they were in the very act 
of tendering submission and pleading for mercy. The 
scenes which illustrate the Nubian campaigns are more 
interesting, for we see the king seated in state and 
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receiving tlie gifts brought to him by the natives. 
These gifts consisted of gold rings, leopard or panther 
skins, prisoners, apes, panthers, giraffes, oxen, gazelles, 
ostriches, ebony, bows, feathers, fans, chairs of state, 
tusks of elephants, a lion, an antelope, etc., and it 
is clear tliat they must, for the most part, have 
been brought from the country to the south of the 
Fourth Cataract. On his Nubian campaign Eameses 
was accompanied by his sons Amen- her -unanii-f, 

1] “ T t w Kha-em-Uast, S ^ f ^ , 

who are seen in their chariots charging the Nubians, 
and performing mighty deeds of valour. From tlie 
accounts given of the battles in Nubia it does not 
appear that Eameses did anything more than make 
certain tribes pay tribute ; he does not seem to have 
made his way as far to the south as some of his pre- 
decessors had done, and he certainly added no new 
territory to the Egyptian possessions in Nubia. 

In the fourth year of his reign Eameses was engaged 
in a military expedition in Syria, a fact proved by the 
memorial stele which he set up on the rocks overhanging 
the left or south bank of the Nahr al-Kalb, or “Dog 
Eiver,” near its mouth. Here the king is seen thrust- 
ing into the presence of the god Menthu a Syrian 
prisoner, who has his hands tied behind liim, and ^^10L1 
he holds by a feather placed on the top of his head. At 
the Dog Eiver there are three stelae of Eameses 11 . , 
and one of Esarliaddon, king of Assyria, who set his 
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Up on liis return from the conquest of Egypt, to com- 
memorate the capture of Memphis by him in the year 
B.G. 670. The inscriptions on all three stelae of Eameses 
are obliterated and the dates of two of the three ; the 
third stele is perhaps dated in the fourth year of the 
king’s reign, for it is probable that when Dr, Lepsius 
saw it the four strokes, which stand for the numeral 
“4,” were distinctly legible after the word for “ year/^ 

( but when the writer saw the stele in October, 1890, 

1 O . 

it was impossible to say what the exact number of the 
strokes had been. 

We have already seen that in the XVIIIth Dynasty 
the Kheta formed an enemy of Egypt who was by no 
means to be despised, and that though the Egyptian 
kings of the latter part of the dynasty claimed to have 
subdued them and reduced them to the state of vassals, 
it is by no means certain that they really did so. Since 
the reign of Thothmes III. they had been gradually 
forcing their way into Syria, and by the time that 
Eameses 11. had ascended the throne the authority of 
the prince of the Kheta reached as far as Kadesh. 
As a result of the arrangements which had been 
made between the Kheta princes and Heru-em-heh, 
Eameses I, and Seti I., the limit of Egypt’s possessions 
in ^ria was marked by the Dog Eiver. The prince of 
the Kliota in the time of Heru-em-heb was called 
Saparnru, ^ '| and he seems to 

have made a treaty with Egypt ; his son and successor 
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Mariisani, '| also matlo a 

treaty with Egypt, and there Avas peace between tlie 
two countries until his son began to rule over the 
peoples of the Kheta. This young man, who was 

called Miiuthenre, ^ 'j ^ > for some 

reason thought fit to stir up a war against Egypt, 
and it ^vas to meet and defeat the Kheta in this war 
that Eameses was obliged to prepare. The prince of 
the Kheta had gathered together a number of powerful 
allies, such as the kings of Aleppo, and Karkemish, and 
Aradus, and Kadesh, and hosts of soldiers belonging to 
the tribes who had their homes in the country further to 
the west ; on the other hand, Baineses II. employed large 
numbers of mercenaries, among whom were the Shar- 
tana, the Shirdani of the Tell el-‘Amarna Tablets. The 
allies of the Kheta prince included people from Qitchaua 

MBshaEth, 

A 'WWVS 'ft 

'TL <cn> ^ 

from Tartenui, i i i Si Masa, 

; from Mauiina, < 2 >. b=Ci£i ; from 

I AiMWSA 

Pitasa, ° c:S5< ; ffom Qarqisha, ^ 

etc. 

One of the best accounts of the battle of Eameses 
against the Kheta ever drawn up is found on a 
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stele ill the rock-hewn temple at Abu Simbel in 
Nubia, and as it is comparatively brief and to the point 
a rendering of it is here given; — “ On the ninth day of 
“ the third month of the season Shemnt (i.e., the month 
“Epiphi), under the reign of his majesty of Horus, the 
‘‘Mighty Bull, beloved of Maat, the king of the South 
“and North, Ra-user-Maat-setep-en-Ea, the sun of the 
“ Sun, Eilmessu, beloved of Amen, the giver of life for 
“ever, behold, his majesty was in the country of 

“ Tchah, I , during his second expedition. A very 
“ strict guard was being kept in the camp of his 
“majesty on the country to the south of the city of 
“ Kadesb, ^ His majesty rose up like the god 

“ Ra, and he arrayed himself in the glorious apparel 
“ of his father Menthu ; the lord continued to move 
“ forward, and his majesty arrived at the south of the 
“town of Shabtmi, 

“members of the Shasu came and said to him, ‘Our 
“ brethren who are chiefs of the tribes that are with 
“the wretched Kheta have made us come to your 
“ majesty to inform you that we are prepared to become 
“ servants of your majesty, and that we are not in any 
“ way in league with the wretched Kheta. Now the 
“wretched Kheta have pitched their camp in the 
“country of Khirebu, ® J ^ (ue. Aleppo), 

“ to the north of Tiinep, ^ 
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“ your majesty will go out to attack them,’ In this wise 
“ did the two Sliasii speak, bill they spake these words 
“with foul intent, for the wretched Kheta had made 
“ them to go and spy out where his majesty was before 
“ he was able to arrange his troops in battle array, and 
“to prepare for his attack; meanwhile the wretched 
“Kheta had gathered themselves together, with the 
“chiefs of all the neighbouring lands, and their 
“ soldiers, and their horsemen, whom they had collected 
“in large numbers, and the whole force was drawn up, 
“ and lying in ambush behind the wretched city of 
“Kadesh, and his majesty had no information whatever 
“ concerning their arrangements. 

“ Then his majesty drew on to the north-west of the 
“ city of Kadesh, where his troops pitched their camp. 
“When his majesty had seated himself upon his throne 
“of gold, certain of his scouts came in bringing with 
“ them before him two spies belonging to the wretched 
“ Kheta. When these had been brought before his 
“majesty, the king said to them, ‘Who are ye?’ And 
“they replied, ‘We belong to the wretched Kheta chief 
“who has made his servants to come and find out where 
“your majesty isf And his majesty said unto them, 
“‘Where is the wretched Kheta chief? I have heard 
“it said that he is in the country of Khirebii’ (i.e., 
“Aleppo), And they said, ‘Behold, the wretched 
“Kheta chief is with the innumerable hosts of peopie 
“ which he has gathered together unto him, that is to 
“say, all the nations belonging to the country of 



THE ATTACK ON lOlDESH 


Battle of Eameses II. against the Kheta. 

Tho attack on the fortified city of Kadesh on the Groutes. 




34 


THE ATTACK ON KADESH 


[B.C. 1333 


“ Klieta, and to the country of Nehiren, ^ 

“(i.e., Western Babylonia), and to the country of Q,eti, 
*■ (i.e., Phoenicia), and he has soldiers and 

“men with horses that are for number even as the 
“.sands on the sea-shore, and behold, they stand ail 
“ready to do battle behind the wretched city of 
“ Kadesh.’ Then his majesty called his officers into 
“ his presence in order that he might inform them con- 
“ cerning all the things which the two spies of the 
“ Kheta had said unto him there. [And he said to ' 
“ them] ‘ Find out how it is that those who have been 
“ in charge of the soldiers and of outpost duty in the 
“region where his majesty hath been, have reported 
“ as certain that the wretched Kheta chief was in the 
“country of Khirebu, whither he had fled as soon as 
“he heard of him. It was their duty to report to his 
“ majesty information which is correct. Ye see now 
“that which I have just made known unto you, 

“ through the information received from the two spies 
“ of the country of the Kheta, how that the chief of 
“ that country hath arrived with followers innumerable, 

“ and men and horses which are for number even as the 
“ sand which is on the sea shore, and that he is now 
“ behind the wretched city of Kadesh, and yet the 
“ officers who are over the soldiers and outpost duty in 
“the regions where I am have had no knowledge 
“thereof!’ 

Wlien these words had been said the generals 
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‘ who liad been called into his majesty’s presence 
‘admitted that a fault of the gravest kind had 
‘ been committed by those who were in charge of the 
'‘ district, inasmuch as they had not informed his 
‘ majesty where the wretched chief of the Kheta had 
‘talven up his position. And when the generals had 
‘spoken his majesty gave the command to hurry on 
‘ the march of the soldiers who were to the south of 
‘ the city of Shabtun, and to bring them to the place 
‘ where he was as soon as possible. Now at that 
‘moment whilst his majesty was sitting in council with 
‘his officers, the wretched chief of the Kheta came 
“ with his soldiers, and his horsemen, and his allies 
“ who were gathered together unto him from every 
“ nation, and they crossed over the ditch which was at 
“ the south of Kadesh, and they made their way into 
“ the midst of the soldiers of his majesty as they were on 
“ the march, and- they knew it not. Then the soldiers 
“ and horsemen of his majesty quailed before them, and 
“ ran to the place where his majesty was, and the 
“ warriors of the wretched Kheta prince hemmed in the 
“ bodyguard of his majesty. As soon as his majesty 
“ saw them he raged at them like his fatlier Mentliu, 
“the lord of Thebes, and having girded on his panoply 
“ of war he seized his lance, and being like unto the 

“ god Bar, Jj in his hour, he mounted his 

“ chariot and charged the enemy rapidly. His majesty 
“ dashed into the midst of the mass of the enemy, and 
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tlie most miglity god SuteHi, ^ ^ hewed 

them down and slew them, and cast their dead 
bodies headlong into the waters of the Orontes, 
2ZZI Arenuth. ‘I was/ said the king, 

‘ by myself, for my soldiers and my horsemen had 
forsaken me, and not one of them had been sufficiently 
bold to come to my assistance. I dedicate my love 
Ka, and my praise to my father Temii, What I 
have just described that I myself performed in very 
truth in the presence of my soldiers and my horse- 
men.’ ” 1 

The information to be derived from the aboVe 
however, be supplemented by some important 
facts which are to be gleaned from the heroic poem 
attributed to the scribe Pen-ta-urt, and 
composed some little time after the official account 
which has been translated above. According to this 
document,*^ the Kheta hosts covered the mountains and 
filled the valleys like locusts, and every inhabitant of 
the country was dragged by the prince of Kheta to 
the fight. The Egyptian host was divided into four 
armies, i.e., the army of Amen, which marched 
the king, the army of Ba, which occupied the 


the Egyptian text and a French translation 
■will be 'foTind in Recueil, tom. viii. p. 12Bl¥. 

text see Select Papyri, e&. Birch, vol. i. 

Pen-ta-Qur, 



Capture of JOiata soldiers and mutilation 
of the dead. 
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clitcli on the west of 
the town of Shabtun^ 
the army of Ptah, 
which occupied a 
middle position, and 
the army of Sutekh, 
which marched along 
the roads of the 
country. The enemy’s 
host attacked the 
army of Pm, which 
retreated before the 
attack of the pick 
of the Kheta army, 
supported as it was 
by chariots, each 
containing three war- 
riors ; it was then 
that the king charged 
into the enemy at 
headlong speed, hut 
he found soon after- 
wards that he was 
surrounded by ‘Hwo 
thousand dve hun- 
dred pairs of horses,” 
and that his retreat 
was barred by the 
bravest of all the 
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Klieta troops. In these straits Eameses cried out to 
Amen, and asifed the god where he was, and why he did 
not come to his help, and he spake to the god, saying, 
Have I for nought dedicated to thee temples, and 
‘^filled them with prisoners, and given thee of all my 
“ substance, and made the whole country to pay tribute 
‘‘unto thee, and ten thousand oxen, besides sweet- 
“ smelling woods of every kind? I never stayed my 
“ hand from doing that which thou wishedst. I have 
“ built for thee pylons and other edifices in stones, I 
“ have raised up to thee pillars which will last for ever, 
“ and I have brought obelisks for thee from Abu (i.e., 
“Elephantine). I brought stone for thee, and I made 
“ ships to sail on the sea and bring back the products 

“ of foreign lands Behold, 0 Amen, I am in the 

“midst' of multitudes of men who have banded them- 
“ selves together against me, and I am alone, and no 
“ one is with me, for all my soldiers and charioteers 
“ have forsaken me ; I cried out unto them, but none 
“hearkened unto me. But thou, 0 Amen, art more 
“ to me than millions of warriors, and hundreds of 
“thousands of horses, and tens of thousands of brothers 
“and sons, even if they were here all together; the 
“ acts of hosts of men are as nothing, and Amen is 
“ better than them all.” The god Amen stretched out 
his hand to the king, and said, “I am with thee, I am 
“ thy fatlier Ea. My power is with thee, and I am 
‘ better than hundreds of thousands [of men] united.” 
Then the king charged, and the five thousand horses 
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of the enemy were crushed before his horses, and no 
man lifted a hand to oppose his onset ; the enemy 
fell dead beneath his blows, and when they had once 
fallen they never moved again. 

When the prince of Kheta and the other princes 
saw what was happening they fled. But the 
king’s charioteer, called Menna, became afraid, for 
he saw that the ' king’s charge had carried him 
away from tlie main body of the Egyptian troops, 
and that they were surrounded by foes, and he 
begged Eameses to stop. The king laughed at his 
fears, and told him that he would slay his enemies and 
dash them down in the dust, and bidding him to be 
of good courage he charged the enemy for the sixth 
time. After this charge he reproached his charioteers 
for being cowards, and told them that they were worth- 
less as friends in the day of adversity ; he then 
enumerated to them the benefits which he had con- 
ferred upon Egypt, and roundly abused them for being 
craven-hearted men. No weapon wielded by the 
enemy touched the king, and on the morning following 
the second day’s fight a man could scarcely find a place 
on the battle-field whereon to set his foot, because the 
whole plain was covered with corpses. After the 
battle was o-ver Eameses thought with gratitude of his 
two noble horses called “Victory in Thebes,” and “The 
goddess Mut is content,” for it was they that had 
strengthened his hand and supported him when he was 
surrounded by that hostile multitude, and he decreed 



Battle of Rameses II. against the Kheta. 
A company of Egyptian spearmen. 


mention liononrably tlie charioteer Menna, who alone 
out of all his hand of trusted seiwants had remained 
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with him in his brave charge, and he named him the 
‘‘captain of the horsemen.” There is, unfortunately, 
no mention of the tame lion which accompanied Rameses 
in his chariot, and attacked the foe from time to time ; 
it is, however, to be hoped that he was not slain by 
the Kheta. 

When the prince of the Kheta saw how serious 
had been his defeat he sent a messenger to Eameses 
asiciiig him to stay his hand, for he and his princes 
saw that the gods Sntekh and Biir were in the 
king, and that another day’s battle wmuld ^almost 
depopulate the country, Rameses hearkened to these 
representations, and decided to fight the Kheta no 
more, and to return to the land of Egypt. It is note- 
worthy that there is no mention either of the giving of 
gifts or of the payment of tribute by the peoples of the 
Kheta, and it is clear that both sides must have lost 
heavily. Eameses was, however, very proud of his 
achievements in the Kheta war, and he caused narra- 
tives of it to be inscribed upon the walls of the temples 
of ilbydos and Thebes, and reliefs to be made near them 
to illustrate the principal events in it, such as the 
capture of the two spies of the Kheta, and the council 
of war, and the flight of the defeated to the city of 
ICadesh, and the siege of Kadesh, and the death of the 
prince of Aleppo, who was cast down headlong into the 
waters of the Orontes. The prince of the Kheta Inid 
collected an aimy eight or nine thousand strong, without 
reckoning the horsemen and charioteers, who seem to 
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have been in number about seven thousand five hundred ; 
the number of the Egyptian soldiers and charioteers is 
not mentioned. The prince of the Kheta kept in 


The nafctlo of IhimeBes II. against the Kheta. 


reserve a force of the Tiihire, ^ I ^ A ^ ! , 
but lie had no opportunity of despatching them to the 





ister was only averted from Kamesi 
be discovery of the two spies. In tl 
battle ascribed to Pen-ta-urt we obser’s 
sh exaggeration which is apparent i 
ing to the early history of Raines* 
id at Abydos, and it must be hope 
rs never read the texts on the temp 
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to collect tlieir forces once more and to prepare to fight 
again with Raineses. In the eighth and three following- 
years of his reign Rameses was obliged to march into 
Syria to put down revolts which had broken out in and 
about the old fortress city of Ascalon ; but when this 
rising had been suppressed another broke out in the 
north at Tunep, the inhabitants of which never lost an 
opportunity of rebelling against the Egyptian rule. 
Raineses claims to have captured the city on the second 
assault which he delivered against it, and to have made 
himself master of the neighbouring country, but there 
is no proof of it, and it is improbable that he did so. 
Matters went on in this unsatisfactory manner for 
Egypt for some years, but at length an arrangement 
was made between the prince of the Kheta, who was 

called Kheta-sar, ^ Jp. and Rameses 

II,, which was embodied in a definite treaty i between 
the two Mugs. The Egyptian version of the text of 
this treaty was inscribed upon the western face of the 
wall which leads from the south wall of the great 
Hypostyle Hall at Karuak to the first pylon on the 
north, and also on the walls of the Ramesseum, and the 
composition was thought much of by Rameses; from 
this text w^e learn that the original doenment was 
inscribed upon a tablet of silver which was deposited 

* Tor tho hieroglyphio text see Lepshis, DmJmeiler, in. jil . 146 ; 
Bouriant in Secueil, to7n. xiii. p. 153lf. ; and for an English 
translation see Records 0 / the Rasi, vol, iv. p. 25 ff. 
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ill tlie building in tlie Delta, part palace and part 
fortress, where the king of Egy2>t loved to live. The 
treaty is dated on the twenty-first day of the season 



Battle of Eamosos 11. against the Khcta. 


Pert, of the twenty-first year of the reign of Eanieses 
II., and sets forth that at this time the Idiig was in 

VOL. V. E 
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the city of Per-Eamessu-meri-Ameii 


and that he was in the temple 

making offerings to his father Amen, and to Heru- 
khuti, and Teinu, and Ptah, and Siitekh, the son of 
Nut, and other gods. Whilst he was there his am- 
bassador to Asia, Ea-mes, came into his 

presence leading the Kheta ambassador Tarthisebii, 

0^. Jill’' in his 

hand a silver tablet inscribed in the Kheta language 
with the terms of the treaty which Kheta-sar, the 
king of Kheta, declared himself ready to accept and 
to abide by. Kheta-sar refers to the old treaties 
which existed between his ancestors and those of the 
king of Egypt, and goes on to say that the treaty now 
proposed is conformable to the will of Amen the god 
of Egypt, and of Sutekh the god of Kheta land, 
and that from now onwards and for ever friendship and 
a right understanding shall exist between himself and 
Eameses. Kheta-sar will be the ally of Eameses, and 
Eameses shall be his ally. He has always striven 
to be friendly with the king of Egypt, and he objected 
strongly to the war which his brother Mauthenure, 
(S LXl 'j (or, Mutallu) waged against 
Egypt, and after his death (i.e., murder by Kheta-sar) 


’ This is the reading given, by Brugseh, Recueil de Monuments, 
tom. i. pi. 228, line 6. 
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he ascended the throne of Kheta and strove for peace. 
He and his sons will for evermore be at peace with 
Eameses and his sons; he will not invade Egypt, 
and Eameses must not invade Kheta, and he will 
observe the treaty which liis great ancestor Saparere, 

^ brother made witli the 

kings of Egypt. 

If any foe sliall invade Egy 2 )t lio will bring 
troops and help Eameses to eject them, but he 
does not promise to command his troops in person, 
and Eameses must send troops to help him if his 
territory be invaded by any foe. Each king is, more- 
over, to restore to the other any subjects who for 
any reason may wish to escape from their own country. 
All the terms of the treaty refer to the relations which 
Kheta-sar wished to exist between himself and Eameses, 
and he calls all the gods and goddesses of the land 
of Kheta and of the land of Egypt to be witnesses 
of his honourable intent. Among these are mentioned 
Sutekh, lord of heaven, Sutekh, lord of Kheta, Sutekh, 

lord of Arenna, (| ^ 

Thapu-Aremita, ] ° 1) 

Sutekh, lord of Paireqa, 


^ ivcy], Suteldi, lord of 


lord of Kliisasapa, ^ >01 

Saresu, ^ 


1 

> A 'dAiA , Sutekh, 
CsCMj , Sutekh, lord of 
IW3 , Sutekh, lord of Khirepa 


H8190 



Sutekli, lord of Eekliasna, 

^ ts-^ , Sutekli, lord of Mukhi- 

^ iv£i:d, Autliretlia 

of Klieta, tlie god of Tcliai-tath- 

kliereri, j Skasakkire, 

® “mistress of mountains,” and tke 

V I I (lA 

of tke land of Qitckauatana., ^ J 


Then follow a blessing on those who shall ob- 
serve this treaty and a curse upon those who shall 
not; the gods of Kheta and Egypt will punish 
who treats it with contempt, but will 
that honoureth it a good reward, and a 
and will preserve him and his family, and 
and their families. Upon the silver 
impressed the seal, that is to say a picture, 
Sutekli, the seal, or picture, of Ea, the 
and of Ea, the lord of Arenena, and 
of the king of Kheta, Kheta- sar, and of the 
Kheta, whose name is given as Puukhipa,^ 

? of the country of Qitckauatana. 


^ Boariant, iJecMeii, tom. xiii. p. 160. 


B.C. 1333] RAMESES MARRIES A KHETA PRINCESS 53 

Tlie latter part of tlie queen’s name indicates that this 
lady was of Mitannian origin, and it at once calls to 
reinernhrance the names of Gilukhipa and Tatumkhipa, 
the sister and daughter of Tusliratta, king of Mitanni, 
who married kings of Egypt. It seems that Khipa 
itself was a proper name as late as b.o. 710, for under 
the form it occurs as the name of a 

female slave on a small tablet in the British 
Museum, 1 wdiich was perhaps worn as a ticket of 
identification by the woman herself, who was probably 
a Mitannian slave. At the end of the text of the 
treaty as proposed by Kheta-sar follow a number of 
lines which seem to represent the additional clauses 
which Eameses felt bound to add to it on his own 
initiative, and which refer to the extradition of male- 
factors, and the sending back to their own country of 
those who seek to settle in Egypt from Eheta, or in 
Kheta from Egypt. The treaty proves that the king 
of Kheta regarded himself as the equal of the king of 
Egypt, and that Eameses was obliged to admit that he 
was ; in any case, the treaty was one of friendly 
reciprocity, and precludes all possibility of the exist- 
ence of Egyptian possessions in Syria, Thirteen years 
after the concluding of the treaty, i.e., in the 34th 
year of his reign, Eameses married TJr-maa-neferu-Ea, 
the daughter of the prince of the 
Kheta, whom he raised to the rank of great queen of 

^ No. K. 3787 5 see Bezdld, Oatalo^fMe, p. 564. 
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Egypt. Her Kheta name is unknown, but on the stele at 
Abu Simbel ^ she is arrayed like an Egyptian princess, 
though her father is represented wearing the charac- 
teristic conical hat of the Kheta and the long, coat- 
like garment. An allusion to this queen seems to 
be made in the speech of the god Ptah, who, in 
describing the great things which he has done for 
Itameses, says that he has made the land of Kheta to 
be subject to his palace, that the inhabitants thereof 
bring offerings, that the possessions of their chiefs 
belong to the king of Egypt, and that at the head of 
them all is the eldest daughter of the prince of Kheta 
“ who maketh to be at peace the heart of the lord 

of the two lands,’' ^ T” 

^ O' ^ =’^.1! 

D 1 - 

Soon after the marriage of his daughter to the king 
of Egypt the prince of Kheta and his friend the prince of 
Keti set out to visit the court of Eameses, and in due 
course they arrived at Thebes, where they saw the glory 
and state of the princess of Kheta in her new position 
as queen of Egypt. 

The remembrance of this marriage was preserved 
in a remarkable manner by the priests of Khensii, 
who set up a stele to commemorate the healing of 
the queen’s sister by the might of their god. Soon 
after the king had married the Kheta lady Pta-maa- 

1 See Lepsius, Benkmaler, iii. pi. 196. 

Lepsius, iii. pi. 194, 1. 26. 
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ur-neferu messengers came to him from her native 
country to say that her young sister Bent-reshet, 

physician might be sent to heal her. Eaineses 
despatched the royal scribe Teliuti-emheb to Bekhten, 
but when he arrived there he found that the princess 
was possessed of a devil over which he had no power. 
The father of the princess, who is described as the 
Prince of Bekhten, sent to Egypt once more and asked 
•Bameses to send a god to heal his daughter. There- 
upon Bameses went into the temple and asked the 

god Khensu-Nefer-lietep, M'fai’ 

would go to Bekhten and heal the princess, and 
the god nodded his head and consented to do so. 
After a journey of seventeen months Bhensu arrived 
in Bekhten, and when he was taken to the place 
where the sick princess Bent-reshet was, he made 
use upon her of his marvellous saving power, and 
she was healed straightway. The devil that had 
possessed her came forth out of her and acknowledged 
the supremacy of the god of Egypt; the prince of 
Bekhten tried to keep the god in the country, but 
Khensu willed otherwise, and at length the prince sent 
him back with his priests, and boats, and cavalcade, 
and with rich gifts to Egypt, where he arrived in the 
33rd year of the reign of Bameses II.^ The version of 

^ Copies of the text will be found in Roselliui, MommnenU Storici; 
tom. ii. pi. 48 ; and Prisse, Monuments, pi. 24. 
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tlie incident liere described 
was drawn up long after 
the marriage of the Icing 
with the Kheta princess, 
and it seems that the priests 
made a mistake in suppos- 
ing tliat their god went to 
Eelditen before the king’s 
marriage which, judging 
from the stele at Abu 
Simbel, took place in the 
34th year of his reign. 

During the years Avhich 
followed his campaigns 
in Palestine and Syria 
Piameses devoted himself 
to the completion of the 
buildings which his father 
Seti I. had begun, and to 
the erection of edifices 
which he adorned with 
statues of himself, and 
obelisks, etc., and to the 
repairs of old shrines in 
various parts of Egypt and 
Nubia. The monumental 
remains wdiieh are found 
from one end of Egypt to 
the other testify to the 
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vastness of liis building operations generally, but it 
is certain that Bameses was in tlie babit of usurping 
statues, sphinxes, etc., and that when he repaired 
a temple or sanctuary he caused his name to be 
inscribed upon walls, doorposts, lintels, etc., in such 
a way as to make the beholder think that the 
whole edifice had been erected by himself. He 
added columns of texts containing glorifications of 
himself to the obelisks set up by his ancestors, and 
it is wonderful how he contrived to find the means 
which resulted in his name being found in every temple 
and fortress, and sanctuary of any importance in Egypt. 
Besides this, he re-worked the monuments of his 
ancestors, with the result that the names of those who 
made them disappeared entirely. 

The greatest of all the works of Bameses 11. is 
the famous temple in Hubia, which is hewn out 
of the solid rock of a mountain on the left or west 
bank of the Nile at Abu Simbel. It is dedicated 
to Amen of Thebes, Ba-Heru-khuti of Heliopolis, 
and Ptahi of Memphis, and in later times Bameses II. 
was himself worshipped there. Whether the credit 
for the whole building belongs to this king or not, 
whether he “re-worked,” or modified, or completed 
what an earlier king had begun matters little to 
us, for it is certain that this temple is one of the 
most marvellous architectural works of the ancient 
Egyptians. The temple is approached by a flight of 
steps leading to a kind of court ; here in front of the 



AND TEMPLES BY RAMESES II. 


temple, two on eacli side of the door, are four seated 
colossal statues of Eameses IL, each sixty feet high, 
which have been hewn out of the living rock. 

The front of the temple is about one hundred feet 
wide and is over ninety feet in height; above it is a 
cornice decorated with twenty-one dog-headed apes. 
Tiie temple itself is about 185 feet long, and consists 


'i’ho teniplo of Knme.'ies n. at AM Simbel. 

Prom a pliotopcifiph by A, Beato, Li 


of a large hall measuring about 60 feet by 25 feet, 
wherein are eight square pillars about 30 feet high, 
each with a colossal figure of Osiris 17 feet high 
standing against it, and of a small hall measuring 
about 35 feet by 25 feet, supported by four pillars ; in 
this hall are the sanctuai*y and the altar. In connection 
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with this temple may be mentioned that dedicated to 
the goddess Hathor which lies to the north of it ; here 
the front of the temple measures about 92 feet by 40 feet, 
and four of the six statues, which are over 30 feet in 
height, are of Eameses II., while the other two are of his 

wife Nefert-ari-mert-en-Mut Q ^ ^ ^ • 

Passing to the north of Egypt we find that Eameses 
II. practically rebuilt Tanis, which he made his capital 
and to which he gave an importance almost equal to 
that of Thebes or Memphis. It is a remarkable fact 
that few of the kings of the New Empire seemed to 
realize the great importance of possessing a capital 
near Syria; Thebes was too far away for the king, 
when there, to be able to control events effectively in 
the Delta, and it was impossible to strike quickly in 
Palestine from that distance. Tanis was a beautiful 
city in the reign of Bameses, and its temples and 
obelisks must have provoked the wonder and admira- 
tion of all the Semitic settlers in that part of the 
country; curiously enough, Eameses, who in Thebes 
was never tired of proclaiming his devotion to Amen 
and of boasting what great things he had done for the 
god, was in Tanis always paying honour to Sutekh, 
and Bfir, and other deities, who were abominated by 
the Egyptians of Upper Egypt as being the gods of the 
Ilyksos whom they so much detested. It may have 
been an act of political expedience on the part of 
Eameses 11. to proclaim his worship of Semitic gods 
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in a country wliich was in- 
habited by Semitic peoples, 
but it is not an act which 
would have approved itself 
to the great warrior kings 
of the XYIIIth Dynasty; 
his toleration of the Semites 
is further proved by the 
“ Stele of h'our Plundred 
Years ” (see vol. iii. p, 157), 
i.e,, the stele so called be- 
cause it is dated in the four 
hundredth year of the era 
which began with the year 
of the founding of the city 
of Tanis by Nubti, a Hyksos 
king. At Heliopolis and 
Memphis Eameses carried 
out some important archi- 
tectural works, and at the 
former place, according to 
Pliny, ^ he set up tour 
obelisks. At Abydos he 
completed the temple which 
his father Seti I. had begun 
to build, and he tells us 
in the inscriptions which 

1 Bk. xxxvi. cliap. 14> ; Raineses 
is here called Sosostlies, 
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lie placed on its walls lie liad ordered tlie works 
to be continued in the very year wherein his 
father died. Rameses also relates at length the 
great things which he did for the temple, and 
gives the texts of the prayers which he made to 
the god, and of the speeches which he made to his 
father, and of Seti’s reply. At no great distance from 
the temple of Seti I., or the Memnonium as Strabo 
calls it, Rameses 11. built a temple which he dedicated 
to the god Osiris; it was a solid and handsome edifice, 
as the ruins of it testify, and it is not easy to under- 
stand why so little of it has remained to us. The 
walls were ornamented with reliefs illustrating events 
in the Kheta war, and in one of its corridors was a 
King List (now in the British Museum), which was 
evidently a copy of that set up by his father in his 
temple. 

At Thebes he began his building works in the 
early years of his long reign and, as far as can be 
seen, they were continued almost to the end of it. 
He completed the great Hypostyle Hall at Karnak 
and added to it fifty-four columns; his grandfather 
Ramoses I, set up one of the pillars, and his father 
Seti I. seventy-nine. He built a pylon leading to 
it, and inscribed upon it a list of the cities and 
countries which he had conquered. He enclosed a 
great portion of the temple of Amen with a wall, and 
at the east end of the temple he erected a small temple 
and built a colonnade. He usurped the obelisk which 




HYPOSTYLE HALL AT KARNAK 


Tliotlimes I. had set up in front of the pylon which ho 
had built, and it is more than probable that Eameses 
usurped some of the large statues on which his name 
appears. He added reliefs illustrating and texts re- 


Obelisk and Pylon of Bameses 11. at Luxor. 

Prom a photograph hy A. IJeato, Luxor. 


cording his conquests upon many of the walls of the 
temple-buildings, and among the latter is a copy nf his 
treaty with the Kheta. The presence of this text upon 
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the walls of the great sanctuary of Amen which had 
been built by the great kings of the XVIIIth Dynasty 
with the tribute that they forced the Kheta and other 
Asiatic nations to pay is significant of the decline of the 
power of Egypt in the reign of Eameses II, To the 
temple of Amen-hetep III., which this king left un- 
finished at his death, Raineses II. added largely. He 
built the large front court with a colonnade, and a court 
with porticoes, and a huge pylon, before which he placed 
six colossal statues of himself, two seated and four 
standing, and he set up two huge red granite obelisks 
inscribed with his names and titles. One of these 
obelisks is in the Place de la Concorde in Paris, and 
the other remains in situ ] each obelisk is about 80 feet 
high and is said to weigh about 250 tons. 

Eameses II, completed the funeral temple which 
his father had begun to build at Kfirna, and he 
did some repairs to the temple of Hatshepset in Der 
al-Baharf ; it would seem that he also carried on 
works at other temples on the western banks of 
the Nile. The greatest of all the buildings of 
Eameses in Western Thebes was the Eamesseum, 
which was dedicated to Amen-Ea ; it is jDrobably the 
building to which Diodorus refers (Bk. i. 4) under the 
name of '‘Tomb of Osymandyas”; ^ Strabo called it the 
“Memiionium.” On the first pylon Eameses II. caused 


^ This name is said to represent the first part of the pren omen of 
Raineses II., Hsr-Maat'Ra.j O' 
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scenes in tlie Kheta war to be sculptured, and in front 
of tlie second p 3 don he sot up a eolos.sal statue of him- 
self which is probably the largest statue known in 
Egypt ; it was 60 feet in Iieiglit, and cannot have 
weiglied less than 885 tons. Of the statue Diodorus 
says, “The place is not only commendable for its 
“ greatness, but admirable for its cut and workman- 


ra^aae of tlio Eaiuessoum. 


a photopprapli by A. Ilcalo, L\ 


ship, and the excellency of the stone. In so great 
a work there is not to bo discerned the least flaw, 
or any other blemish. Upon it there is this 
inscription : — I am Osymandyas, king of kings ; 
if any would know how great I am, and where I 
lie, let him excel me in any of my works.” The 

YOL, V. F 
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existence of an inscription on the statue with this 
mcaiiing, iSj of course, wholly imaginary. At El-kah 
Eameses built a temple in honour of the gods Thoth, 
Horns, and Nekhehet, and remains of works carried 
out by him are found at Gebel Silsila, Kom Ombo, 
and at various places in and about Aswan and on 
the Island of Elephantine. The temples at Bet al- 
Walli and Abu Simbel have been already referred to, 
and of the works which he carried out in Nubia may 
be specially mentioned : — 1. The rock temple at Gerf 
Husen dedicated to Btah, Hathor, Anuqet, and other 
gods ; 2. the temple at W^dt Sebu‘d, part of which 
is hewn out of the rock, with its rows of sphinxes and 
its statues of the king ; 3. the temple at D6rr, which 
is hewn out of the rock. 

To carry on all these works must have entailed 
great expenditure of labour and money, and it is not 
easy to see whence the latter was obtained. Tribute 
from the kings of Palestine and Syria had ceased to 
flow into Egypt, and the products of the Suddn could 
hardly supply all the needs of Eameses II. One great 
source of revenue were the famous gold mines which 
were situated in the Wadi ‘Ulaki, and wdiich had been 
worked during the reign of Seti I.; there are no 
records to show that these mines were worked by the 
Egyptians at an earlier period, but it is most probable 
that they were, and we know that the supply of gold 
which could be obtained from them was sufficiently 
large to make them worth working in Eoman and even 
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ill Aral) tiuuis. Tho portion of tlio Wadi ‘Uloki worki'd 
by Set] 1. w<is near the modeiii villago of Kiibbaii, 
wliich marks tlio site of the Roman fortress called 
Contra, Pselcliisd and is nearly opposite to the modern 
Cakkeli, and it was approaeliod from the Nile at 
Kiibban, Near this place was Ibiind a large and 
important stele which is dated in the third year of the 
reign of Raineses II., and which throws considerable 
light on the working of the gold mines at that time, 
and describes how the difficulties which were experi- 
eiieed through want of water were overcome. After 
the first few lines which record the king’s names and 
titles, and state that he is the conqueror of Kesli and 
of the land of the Negroes, ^ P 
his territory extends to the south as far as Kari, 
y <rr> (|(| (^, Raineses is made to say that gold 
appears in the mountains at the mere mention of his 
name, even as it does at the name of Horns of Eaka, 
J1 ^ ’modern Kuhban), We 

are then told that on a certain day Raineses II. sat in 
council with his nobles discussing the affairs of the 
gold-producing land, when reports were laid hefure him 
stating that the mines could not be worked because 
there was no water to ho had on the road, and that botli 
man and beast therefore died of thirst on the road to 


1 This name is the eqnivalent of the Egyptian □ 1 

i ^ w 

rSerkei) “ the city of the scorpion.” 
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and from tlie mines. All agreed tliat tliera w 
gold in tlie country of Akaita, ^ ^ ^ ^ 0 i 
but as tliere was no water on tbe way to ii 
sneli as fell from tlie skies in rain, no in 
was fortlicoming, Tlie king then ordered 
overseers of the mines slioiild be brought 
presence, and expressed his willingness to c 
their recommendations. When they had com 
praised his beantiful face, he described toj 

configuration of ‘the country, flV^ 

and inquired of them as to the possibility of 
= “ 

approved tlie suggestion joyfully, and praised tl 
his wisdom and sense. They referred to the tim 

was the deputy ruler, 


spoke of the great buildings which he had erected 
when ke was the governor, f Se-hai, 


of the whole land, a position which he seems to have 
occupied for ten years. Then the governor of Nubia 
declared that there had never been any water in the 
country and that when Seti I. worked the mines he 

dug a well 120 cubits in depth, Q ^ ^ ^ 

ycnn j at a certain place on the 

<®nn ' 1 1 • r 

road to it, but no water appeared ; finally lie advised 

the king to speak to bis father, tbe Nile-god Hapi, 


on tlio subject, for lie wn.s snro that lie wouLl seiiil 
water into the waste and desert country it‘ Itainescs 
only asked liiin to do so. Itamesos, liowevor, dot{>r- 
niined to dig a well there, and despatched a royal 
scribe with workinen to carry out the royal connnands ; 
the borers set to work with a will, and at a depth of 
twelve onbits tliey foniid water, wliieli welled up in 
such cpiantities tlnit people were able to sail about on 
it in boats, like the iiiliabitaiits of the marshes in tlie 
Deltad Equally useful to the country were the works 
which Eameses If. undertook in connexion witli the 
canal which led from Bubastis to the Bitter Lakes, 
and which he intended to lengthen until it reached 
the Red Sea. Some part of it seems to have 
existed in the time of Seti I., but neither he nor 
his son finished it; Raineses only seemvS to have 
widened or deepened it. Nekaii, a king of XXVIth 
Dynasty, carried the work a step further, and the 
canal was finally taken to the Red Sea in the reign 
of Darius. 

Eameses married his two sisters, Xefert-ari-meri' 
Maat and Ast-iiefert, whom he had 

several children, both sons and daughters, and ho 
married at least three of his own daughters, namely, 

^ The text was first traiislatod by Hr. Birch in Tmna. Soyal Soc. 
Lit., 1802; and see Rer.onls of the Past, vol. viii. i>. 7.0 ff.; the 
Egyptian text will bo found in Prisso, Monuwents, pi. 21. Tlie 
stele itself is in the possession of the Comte St. Eerriol, and is 
preserved in his mansion at Uriage in Franco. 
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and 


Bant a - Antu, 


Amen -merit, ^ Nebt-tani, 

these wives he had a large 
number of concubines, both foreign and native, by 
wliom he became the father of, literally, scores of 
children j several lists of his children were made, e.g., 
at Abydos, Thebes, Wadi Sebu‘d,, and Abu Simbel, 
but as far as can be seen none of them was intended 
to be complete, and they contained the names of 
selections only of his sons and daughters ! The 
longest list is at Wadi Sebu'd., where we find the 
names of one hundred and eleven sons and about fifty- 
one daughters.^ Of his sons who are well known from 
their frequent mention in the texts may be noticed 
Amen-her-khepesh-f, Eii-messu, Pa-Ea-her-unami-f, 
Amen-her-unami-f, Amen-Meri, and Seti. His son 

Kha-em-TJast, Q ^ the son of the queen 

Ast-Nefert, was a Sem priest of Ptah, and he held 
several high ecclesiastical offices, and was the true 
founder of the Serapeum ; he was a man of great 
learning, and was held in high repute as a magician, 
as we may see from the famous Eomance of Setna.^ 
He appears to have conducted the government of the 

r For tlie text see Lopsius, De?iJ:maZe?r, iii. pi. 179. 

' It was first translated by Brugseh in Rev. Archeologique. stv. ii. 
toxn. xvi. p. 161 ff. 
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country for about tweiity-fivo years before bis deatli, 
wbicli took place in tlie Sbth year of tlie reign of 
Eameses IL, and be was succeeded in this duty^by bis 
brotber Mer-en-Ptah-bctep-hor-Maat, who is thirteenth 


niiteiuce to tlio Toinl) of RameHOs If. 

From a i)botograx>b Uy A. BoiiliO, L 


in the list of tbe sons of Kameses II.; lie bad per- 
formed tbe duties of viceroy for about twelve years 
when bis father died, in tbe 67 tb year of bis reign, 
aged about one hundred years. 
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Eameses II. built a tomb for himself in the Valley of 
the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes, and we may assume 
that he was laid to rest therein with all due pomp and 
ceremony, and that the funeral furniture was of a 
character which befitted the rank of tlie man for whom 
it had been made. The tomb became the prey of a gang 
of professional tomb robbers towards the close of the 
XXth Dynasty, and probably everything that could be 
carried -was stolen. In the time of the Ptolemies it 
was possible to visit the lower chambers, but it would 
seem that not many centuries later the whole of the 
corridors and chambers became filled with sand. 
Champollion and Kosellini forced their way into parts 
of the tomb, and in spite of the heat and want of air 
succeeded in obtaining some information as to its size, 
ornamentation, etc. Lepsius cleared out the sand 
sufiiciently to enable him to make a useful plan of the 
corridors and chambers, but he found that the wall- 
decorations had been almost entirely destroyed by the 
mud and gravel which had flowed down the steeji 
corridors into the sarcophagus chamber. It seems 
astonishing that none of the great architects and 
master builders who were in tlio employ of Rameses IL 
warned him of what, from the nature of its situation, 
must happen to his tomb when rain fell. 

The mummy of Rameses II. was found at I)cr al -P> ahari 
in a wooden coflin, in which it seems to have been placed 
under the XXth Dynasty, for the decorations of the coffin, 
and the style of the writing found upon it, indicate that 
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as tlie period, to which it belongs. The {?riginal coflin 
was either broken or had fallen to pieces, and the high 
priest of Amen, Iler-llern, 

one made for the mummy; in the troubled times of 
the XXth Dynasty the priests of Amen toolc liamescs 
II. out of his tomb, and carried him to the tomb of 
Seti I. for safety, and subsequently he was again 
removed to the tomb of queen An-Hfipu, which was 
situated in that part of the Biban alAIuluk where 
Araen-hetep III. had built his tomb. Nearly a century 
later the high-priest of Ainen, called Pai-netchem, 

new bandages. 

The mummy of E,ameses II. was unrolled by 
M. Maspero on June 1, 1886, i and when the swathing 
and coverings had been removed the mummified 
body urns found to be about 5 ft. 6 in. in length. 
The head is small i!i comparison to the rest of 
the body, and is rather long; the hair, which was 
white at the time of death, has been stained a light 
yellow colour by the medicaments employed in the 
process of mummilication. The forehead is low and 
narrow, the eyebrows are well arched, and the hair on 
them is white and bushy, the eyes are small, and lie 
close to the nose, the nose is long and thin, and 
somewhat hooked, the temples are hollow, and the 
cheekbones prominent ; the ears are round, and have 
* See Les Momies, p. 560 if. 


74 the vanity of RAMESES II. [B.C. 1333 

slits in them in which earrings must have hung before 
they were stolen by the tomb robbers, the jaws are 
firm and strong, the chin is prominent, the mouth is 
large, the lips are thick, and the teeth, though some- 
what soft, are white, and were apparently well cared 
for. When Rameses died his bones were weak and 
fragile, and his muscles had become atrophied through 
senile decay. M. Maspero thinks ^ that at the time of 
death he must have been almost one hundred years 
old, and he describes the impression which he received, 
concerning the character of the king after he had un- 
rolled his mummy, in these words “ En resume, le 
masque de la momie donne tres suffisamment I’idde 
“de ce qu’etait le masque du roi vivant; une expres- 
“sion pen intelligente, peutetre Increment bestiale, 
“mais de la fierte, de Fobstination, et un air de majeste 
“souveraine qui perce encore sous I’appareil grotesque 
‘‘ de rembaumement.” This summary agrees very well 
with the character of Rameses II. which we can deduce 
from his inscriptions and monuments. In his youth 
he was brave and active, and proved himself to be a 
capable though hard ruler ; in his old age he devoted 
himself to a life of comparative inactivity, and indulged 
in the pleasures of his palace and the society of the 
Iianindt, meanwhile retaining the nominal sovereignty 
of the whole country. He was vain and boastful, as 
his inscriptions show, and he allowed his court scribes 
to write concerning his life that which he must have 
^ Op. cii., p. 563. 
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known to be untrue, or porliap.s Egyptologists have 
misunderstood their statements, because the facts are 
often buried under heaps of high-sounding words. And 
finally lie was not justified in claiming the sovereignty 


stfiUio o£ Ramescs II., King of Ugyrfc, 
Rritisli Museum, No. 30,148, 


Head f) 


of Palestine and Western Asia, or of Nubia as far as 
Kari, for nothing can disguise the fact that under 
Eameses 11. the decline of the power of Egypt set in, 
that she did not regain any of her old possessions, and 
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that her dominions had shrunk to the size which they 
were before the conquests of the great kings of the 
XVIIIth Dynasty. 

In the histories of Herodotus and Diodorus, and in 
the works of several other classical writers the mighty 
deeds and exploits of a hero called Sesostris are 
described or alluded to ; it is not certain that these 
writers had any clear idea when he lived, but it is quite 
certain that many of his works correspond with those 
performed by Eameses II., and that to the history of 
Eameses II. the Greeks united the legends and romance 
of Sesostris. The name Sesostris is certainly not a 
form of that of Eameses, and Prof. Sethe ^ is undoubt- 
edly correct in saying that it is derived from the old 

Egyptian name Senusert, i,e., Usertsen, | H , 

I I ^ /wvwi 

and that the original hero of the Sesostris legend was 
a king of this dynasty who bore this name. But a 

by-name of Eameses II., “-Sesetsu,” P ^ ^ ^ ^ > 

may very well have contributed to the formation of 
the legendary name Sesostris, and why any one of 
the kings who bore the name Usertsen, or Senusert, 
should be chosen as the popular hero of historic 
romances cannot be said. The Sesoses of Pliiiy,- 
wlio made the “third obelisk at Eome,” appears, as 

^ Bee iScsosi-m, von K. Sethe, Leipzig, 1900. 

^ Lib. xsxvi. 15. Sesoses appears to be derived from the form 

Sm, 
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Sotlio has said, to be Xlsertseii I,, es|)ec-iallY as 
liis sou’s naiuG “ Nimeoreiis ” may very well ropresoiit 
tlie pronomen of Amcn-em-hrit II,, Nub-kau-Ea, 

but history does not record that bo 

waged war like Eaincses IL, or built great temples, or 
that he did the things which Kaiiieses II, is known to 
have done. On the other hand, iiuniy exploits are 
attributed to Sesostris of whicdi no paralhds can he 
found in the history of Eameses II., and we are com- 
pelled to come to the conclusion that the Sesostris of 
Greek legend is a hero round whose name the legends 
and traditions of many great kings and warriors have 
gathered, and he must be put in the category of such 
popular characters as Gilgamesh, the narrative of whose 
exploits delighted the Sumerians and Babylonians for 
thousands of years, and Nimrod, and Alexander the 
Great, to whom tradition has ascribed the wisdom and 
power and conquests of dozens of historical heroes, and 
whose history, having been translated into many 
languages, lias charmed men of every nationality from 
Malayia in the East to England in tlie West. 

The fullest account of the hero Sesostris is given by 
Diodorus Siculus, who not only repeats . some of the 
matters which are related by Herodotus concerning 
him, but, what is far more interesting, adds a number 
of others which well illustrate, the growth of the legends 
concerning his life and exploits after the death of 
Herodotus. The expedition of Eameses II. down tlie 
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Red Sea was, of course, notliing but an expedition to 
tlie country of Punt, and though it may liavo been 
larger than usual, it must not be regarded as a great 
expedition of conquest. There is no record of conquests 
of Rameses II, in Bactria and other remote Asiatic 
countries, but yet it seems that his name must have 
penetrated as far as those distant lands, for the prince 
of Bekhten sent to ask him first to send a physician, 
and the next time to send a god to heal his daughter ; 
and as we are told that Bekhten was seventeen 
months’ journey from Egypt it must have been for 
away. The facts of the reign of Rameses II. have 
been given above, but in order that the reader may be 
enabled easily to compare legend with fact extracts 
eoncerning Sesostris from the works of Herodotus 
and Diodorus are here appended. Herodotus says : — 
, . . the^ worthy Prynce Sesostris. Him the 
“pryestes recouute firste of all the kings of Aegypt to 
“have passed the narrow Seas of Arabia in longe Ships 
“ or Gallyes, and brought in suhiection to the Growne 
“all those People that inarche a longe the redde Sea. 
“From whence retyringe hacke againe the same way, 
“hee came and gathered a. greate power of men, and 
“tooke his over the waters into the nmyiie 

“lande, conquering and suhduing all Countroyes 
“ wlietlier so ever hee went. Such as he found 
“ valiauiite and hardye not refusinge to ieoparde their 
“safety in the defence and maynetenauiice of their 
• B.Ri.’s translation, fol, 93H'. 
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liberty, after the victory obtaynod, lice lixed in tlioyr 
couiitroy certayno pyilers or Crosses of Stone, wherein 
were ingraneii the names of the kinge and the 
countrey, and how by his owne proper force and 
piiissaunce he hail made them yeldo. Coiitrarywyse, 
such as without eontroiiersie gave themselves into liis 
liandcs, or with litle stryfo and Icsse bloiidslied were 
brought to relent : with them also, and in their region 
he planted Fillers and builte up litle crosses, as 
before, wherein were earned and importrayed the 
secret partes of women, to signifie to the posterity the 
base and effeminate courage of the people there 
ahyding. In this sorte he trauayled with his army 
by and downe the inayne, passing out of Asia into 
Europe, where he made conquest of the Scythians 
and Tliraeians, wlu'ch seemetli to luive bene the 
farthest poynt of his voyage ; for so mueli as in their 
land also his titles and marks are apparantly seeiie 
and not beyonde. Herefro liee began to measure his 
steps hack agayne ineamping his powre at the ryuer 
Phasis: where, I am not able to discusse, whether king 
Sesostris liimselfe planted any parte of liis army in that 
place ever after to possesse yt countrey : or whether 
gome of liixS sonldiers wearyed witli continiiall peregrina- 
tion and trauayle, toke up their mansion place and 
rested there ....... This ^ noble and victorious 

prince Sesostris making his return to Aegypt, came 
‘ (by report of ye priests) to a place named Daphnae - 

1 B.E.’s translation, fol. QGb, ® Tho modern Tell Dofenneh. 
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^pelusiae, witli an infinite trayue of forraine-people 
‘ out of al Nations by liim subdued ; where being 
‘very curteously met and welcomed by liis brother, 
‘ whom in his absence he had left for Viceroy 
‘ and protectour of the countrey, he was also by ye 
‘ same innited to a princely banquet, himselfe, 
‘his wife, and his children. The house whereinto 
‘ they were entered, being compassed about with dry 
‘ matter, was siiddaynely by the treachery of his brother 
‘ set on fire, which he perceiving toke counsayle with 
‘ his wife then present, how to escape and auoide the 
‘ daunger. The woman either of a readier wit or riper 
‘ cruelty, advised him to cast two of his sixe children 
‘ into the fire, to make way for himselfe and the rest to 
‘ passe : time not suffering him to make any long stay, 
‘ he put his wyues counsayle in speedy practise, and 
‘ made a bridge through the fire of two of his children, 
‘to preserve the rest aliue. Sesostris in this sorte 
‘ delivered from the criiell treason and malicious devise 
‘of his brother, first of all tooke reuenge of his 
‘ treclierous villany and diuelish intent : in the next 
‘ place bethinking himselfe in what affayres to bestowo 
‘ the multitude which he had brought with him, whome 
‘ afterwards he diuersely employed : for by these 
‘captures were certayne huge and monstrous stones 
‘ rolled and drawne to the Temple of Vuleane. Like- 
‘ wise, were many trencher cut out and deriued from 
‘ the riuer into most places of the countrey, whereby 
‘ the land being aforetime passable by cart and horse, 


B.C. 1333] 


ACCORDING TO HERODOTUS 


8i 


'' was tliencefoorth bereaved of that commodity: for iu 
“ all tile time ensuing, the countrey of Aegypt being 
“ for the most parte playne and erpiall, is tbrongli the 
“creolces and windings of tlie ditches brought to that 
“ passe, that neytlier horsse nor wayne can have any 
“ course or passage from one place to another, iltiwhcit, 
‘‘ Scsostris inuented this for the greater beiiefito and 
“ commodity of the lande, to the ende that such to\\']ios 
“and cities as were farre reraooued from the riuer, 
“might not at the Ml of tlie tloiid be pinched with the 
“ penury and want of water, which at all times they 
“ haue deriuod and brought to tliem ill trenches. The 
“ same King made an equall distribution of the whole 
“ countrey to all his subjects, allotting to euery man 
“the lyhe portion and quantitie of ground, drawne out 
“ and limited by a fouresquaro fourme. Heereof the 
“ king himselfe heide yeerely reuenewes, every one 
“being rated at a eertayne rent and pension, which 
“ annually he payd to the crowne, and if at the rising 
“of the lloud it fortuned any man’s portion to be 
“ ouergone by the waters, the king thereof was aduer- 
“ tised, who forthwytli sent eertayne to survey ye 
“ ground, and to measure ye harmes which the flood 
“had done him, and to leavy out the crowne rent 
“ according to the residue of the land that romayned. 
“Heereof sprang the noble science of Geometry, and 
“ from thence was translated into Greece. For as 
“ touching the Pole and Gnomon (which is to say) the 
“rule, and the twelue partes of the day, the Graecians 
VOL. V. Q 
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“ tooke tliem of tlie Babylonians. This King Sesostris 
“held the Empyre alone, leaning in Aethiopia^ before 
“the temple of Ynlcane® certayne monuments to the 
“posteritie, to wit, certayne images of stone, one for 
“ hymselfe, another for his wife, beeyng eache of them 
“ thirtie cubites : the foure images also of hys foure 
“ soiines, beeyng each of them tweiitie cubites apeece. 
“ In processe of time when the image of King Darius 
“tliEit goucrnecl Persia should have bene placed before 
“ the picture of Sesostris, the priest of Vulcane which 
“ serued in the temple wouide in no wise permit it to 
“ bee done, denying that Darius had euer achieued the 
“ like exploits that Sesostris had done. Who, besides 
“ the conquering of sundrie other nations (not inferiour 
“in number to those which had been overcome by 
“Darius) had also brought in subiection the most 
“ couragious and valiaunt people of Scythia : for 
“whyche cause, it were agaynst reason to preferre 
“hymselfe in place before him unto whome he was 
“ inferiour in chiualry, whiche bold aunswere of the 
“ priest. King Darius tooke in good parte and brooked 
“ welynough. Sesostris dying, the seate imperiall came 
“to his son Pheco.” 

The history of Sesostris according to Diodorus is 
as follows : — 

“ Seven descents after (they say), Sesostris reigned, 
“who excelled all his ancestors in great and famous 

1 I.e., Nubia. 

^ The rock»hewu temple at Abu Simbol is here referred to. 
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“ actions. 15nt not only the Grreek writers differ uinon^’ 
themselves ahont tlie king, but likewise the Egyptian 
‘‘ priests and poets relate various and different stories 
‘‘concerning him. We shall relate such as are most 
“probable and agreeable to those signs and marks 
“that are yet remaining in Egypt to confirm them. 
“After his birth his father performed a iiobhi act, and 
“becoming a king, ho cansed all thronghont Egypt, 
“that were born the same day with his son, to be 
“brought together; and together with liis son to bo 
“bred up with the same Education, and instructed in 
“the same discipline and exercises, conceiving that, 
“ by being thus familiarly brought up together, and 
“ conversing with one another, they would he always 
“ loving and most faithful friends, and the best fellow- 
“ soldiers in all the wars. Providing, therefore, evory- 
“ thing for the purpose, he caused the boys to be 
“ exercised daily in the schools with hard and difficult 
“ labours ; as that none should eat until he had run 
“a hundred and four-score furlongs; and by this 
“ means, when they came to be at men’s estate, they 
“were fit either to he commanders, or to undertake 
“any brave or noble action, both in respect of the 
“ vigour and strength of their bodies, and the excellent 
“ endowments of their minds. Sesostris in the first 
“ place being sent with an army into Arabia, by liis 
“ father (with whom went his companions that wore 
“bred up with him), toiled and troubled himself with 
“the hunting and killing of wild beasts; and then 
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having at last overmastered all his fatigues and 
wants of water and provision, he conquered all that 
barbarous nation, which was never before that time 
“subdued. Afterwards, being sent into the western 
“ parts, he conquered the greatest part of Libya, being 
“ as yet but a youth. Coming to the crown after 
the death of his father, encouraged by his former 
successes, he designed to subdue and conquer the 
whole world. Some report that he was stirred up 
by his daughter Athyrte to undertake the gaining 
the empire of the world ; for being a woman of 
“ an extraordinary understanding, she made it out to 
“her father, that the conquest was easy; others en- 
“ couraged him by their divinations, foretelling his 
“ successes by the entrails of the sacrifices, by their 
dreams in the temples, and prodigies seen in the 
air. There are some also that write, that when 
Sesostris was born, Vulcan appeared to his father 
his sleep, and told him that the child then born 
should be conqueror of the universe; and that that 
was the reason why his father assembled all of the 
like age, and bred them up together with his son, 
make way for him with more ease to rise to that 
of imperial dignity; and that when he was 
grovni to man’s estate, fully believing what the god 
had foretold, he undertook at length this expedition. 
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designed, so far to engage liis soldiers, as tliey sliould 
•‘willingly and readily venture, nay, lose their lives for 
“ their generals, and that those whom he should leave 
“behind him, should not contrive any rebellion in his 
“ absence ; to this end, therefore, he obliged everyone, 
“to the utmost of his poiver, working upon some by 
“money, others, by giving them lands, and many by 
“free pardons, and upon all by fair words, and affable 
“ and courteous behaviour. He pardoned thoso that 
“ were condemned for high treason, and freed all that 
“were in prison for debt, by paying what they owed, 
“ of whom there was a vast multitude in the gaols. He 
“ divided the whole country into thirty-six parts, which 
“ the Egyptians call Nomi, over every one of which he 
“ appointed a governor, who should take care of the 
“ king’s revenue, and manage all other affairs relating 
“to their several and respective provinces. Out of 
“these he chose the strongest and ahlest men, and 
“raised an army answerable to the greatness of his 
“ design, to the number of six hundred thousand foot, 
“ and twenty-four thousand horse, and twenty-seven 
“thousand chariots of war; and over all the several 
“regiments and battalions, ho made those who had been 
“ brought up with him commanders, being such as had 
“been used to martial exorcises, and from tlndr child- 
“ hood hot and izealous after that whicli was brave and 
“ virtuous, and who wore knit together as brothers in 
“love and affection, both to the king, and one to 
“ another, the number of whom were about seventeen 



“ liimdred. Upon these companions of his he bestowed 
“ large estates in lands, in the richest parts of Egypt, 
“ that they might not be in the least want of anything, 
‘‘ reserving only their attendance upon him in the war. 
“ Having therefore rendezvoused his army, he marched 
“ first against the Ethiopians inhabiting the south, and 
“having conquered them, forced them to pay him 
“ tribute of ebony, gold, and elephants^ teeth. Then he 
“ sent forth a navy of four hundred sail into the Eed 
“ Sea, and was the iirst Egyptian that built long ships. 
“ By the help of this fleet, he gained all the islands of 
“this Sea, and subdued the bordering nations as far 
“ as to India. But he himself marching forward with 
“ his land army, conquered all Asia, for he not only 
“invaded those nations which Alexander the Mace- 
“ donian afterwards subdued, but likewise those which 
“ he never set foot upon. For he both passed over the 
“ river Ganges, and likewise passed through all India 
“ to the main ocean. Then he subdued the Scythians 
“as far as to the Tanais, which divides Europe 
“from Asia; where they say he left some of his 
“Egyptians at the lake Moeotis, and gave origin 
“to the nations of Colchis; and, to prove that they 
“ were originally Egyptians, they bring this argument, 
“ that they are circumcised after the manner of the 
“Egyptians, which custom continued in this colony 
“ as it did amongst , the Jews. In the same manner 
“he brought into his subjection all the rest of 
“Asia, and most of the islands of Cyclades. Thence 
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“passing over into Europe lie was in (lunger of 
“losing liis whole army, through the ditfieulty of the 
“passages, and want of provisions. And, therefore, 
“ putting a stop to his expedition in Tlirace, up and 
“ down in all his conquests, he erected pillars, wliereon 
“ were inscribed, in Egyptian letters, called hiero- 
“ glyphics, these words Sesostris, king of liings, 
“ and lord of lords, subdued this country by his anus,’ 
“Among those nations that were stout and warlike, 
“he carved upon those pillars the privy inoinbers of 
“a man ; amongst them that were cowardly and faiiit- 
“ hearted the secret parts of a woman ; conceiving that 
“the chief and principal member of a man would 
“be a clear evidence to posterity of tlie courage of 
“every one of them. In some places he set up his 
“ own statue, carved in stone, (armed with a bow and 
“ a lance), above four cubits and four hands in height, 
“of which stature he himself was. Having now 
“ spent nine years in this expedition, (carrying himself 
“ courteously and familiarly towards all his subjects 
“ill the meantime), he ordered the nations he had 
“ conquered, to bring their presents and tributes every 
“ year into Egypt, every one proportionable to their 
“several abilities and he himself) with the captives 
“and the rest of the spoils, (of which there were a 
“vast quantity), returned into Egypt, far surpassing 
“all the kings before him in the greatness of liis actions 
“ and achievements. He adorned all the temples of 
“Egypt with rich presents, and the spoils of his 
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‘enemies. Tlien lie rewarded his soldiers tliat had 
served him in the war, everyone according to their 
desert. It is most certain that the army not only 
returned loaded \%th riches, and received the glory 
and honour of their approved valour, hut the whole 
country of Egypt reaped many advantages by this 
■ expedition. Sesostris having now disbanded his 
army, gave leave to his companions in arms, and 
fellow victors to take their ease, and enjoy the fruits 
of their conquest. But he himself, fired with an 
earnest desire of glory, and ambitious to leave behind 
' him eternal monuments of his memory, made many 
fair and stately works, admirable both for their cost 
‘ and contrivance, by which he both advanced his 
own immortal praise, and procured unspeakable ad- 
vantages to the Egyptians, with perfect peace and 
security for the time to come. Eor, beginning first 
with what concerned the gods, he built a temple in 
all the cities of Egypt, to that god whom every 
particular place most adored ; and he employed none 
of the Egyptians in his works, but finished all by 
the labours of the captives ; and therefore he caused 
an inscription to be made upon all the temples 
thus ; — " None of the natives were put to labour 
here.‘’ It is reported that some of the Babylonian 
captives, because they were not able to bear the 
fatigue of the work, rebelled against the king ; and 
having possessed themselves of a fort near the river, 
tliey took up arms against the Egyptians, and wmstecl 
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" llui eoiiiitry tlunvabouts : hut at length having gut 
“a pardun, they clioHe a place lor their habitation, 
‘‘and called it after the name of that in their own 
“ country, Jhihylon. Upon tho Tike occasion, they 
“ say, that Troy, situated near the river Nile was so 
“ called ; for j\renelaus, when he returned from Ilium 
“ with many prisoners, arrived in Ugypt, whore the 
“ Trojans deserting the king, seixod upon a certain 
“strong place, and took up arms against the Greeks, 
“ till they had gained their liberty, and then built a 
“ famous city after the name of their own. But I am 
“not ignorant how Ctesias the Cretan gives a far 
“ different account of these cities, when he says, that 
“ some of those that came with Semiramis into Egypt, 
“called the cities which they built after the names 
“ of those in their own country. But it is no easy 
“matter to know the certain truth of these things: 
“ yet it is necessary to observe the different opinions 
“ concerning them, that the judicious reader may have 
“ an occasion to inquire, in order to pick out the real 
“ truth. Sesostris moreover raised many mounds and 
“banks of earth, to which he removed all the cities 
“ that lay low in the plain, that both man and beast 
“might be safe and secure at the time of the 
“inundation of the river. He cut likewise many 
“ deep dykes from the river, all along as far as 
“ from Memphis to the sea, for the ready and quick 
“ conveying of corn and other provisions and merchan- 
“ dize, by short cuts thither, both for the support of 
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“trade and commerce, and maintenance of peace and 
“plenty all over the country; and that which was of 
“greatest moment and concern of all, was, that he 
“ fortified all parts of the country against incursions of 
“enemies, and made it difficult of access; whereas, 
“before, the greatest part of Egypt lay open and 
“exposed either for chariots or horsemen to enter. 
“ But now, by reason of the multitude of canals drawn 
“all along from the river the entrance was very 
“difficult, and the country not so easily to be invaded. 
“He defended, likewise, the east side of Egypt against 
“ the irruptions of the Syrians and Arabians, with a wall 
“ drawn from Pelusium through the deserts, as far as to 
“ Heliopolis, for the space of a thousand and five hundred 
“ furlongs. He caused likewise a ship to be made of 
“cedar two hundred and fourscore cubits in length, 
“ gilded over with gold on the outside, and with silver 
“ within ; and this he dedicated to the god that was 
“most adored by the Thebans. He erected likewise 
“two obelisks of polished marble, a hundred and 
“t-wenty cubits high, on wliich were inscribed a 
“description of the large extent of his empire, the 
“ great value of his revenue, and the number of the 
“nations by him conquered. He placed likewise at 
“Memphis, in the temple of Vulcan his and his wife^s 
“statues, each of one entire stone, thirty cubits in 
“height, and those of his sons, twenty cubits high, on 
“this occasion. After his return from his great 
“expedition into Egypt, being at Pelusium, his brother 
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“ at a feast having invited liim, together with liis wife 
“and children, plotted against his life; for being all 
“ overcome by wine, and gone to rest, he caused a great 
“ quantity of dry reeds (long before prepared for the 
“purpose), to be placed round the king’s pavilion in 
“ the night, and set them all on fire ; upon wdiich the, 
“flame suddenly mounted aloft; and little assistance 
“ the king had either from his servants or lifeguard, 
“ who were all still overloaden with wine ; upon which 
“ Sesostris with his hands lift up to heaven, calling 
“upon the gods for help for his wife and children, 
“rushed through the flames and escaped; and being 
“ thus unexpectedly preserved, he made oblations as to 
“ other of the gods, (as is beforesaid), so especially to 
“ Vulcan, as he by whose favour he was so remarkably 
“ delivered. Although Sesostris was eminent in many 
“great and worthy actions, yet the most stately and 
“magnificent of all, was that relating to the princes in 
“ his progresses. For those kings of the conquered 
“nations, who, through his favour still held tlieir 
“ kingdoms, and such as had received large principali- 
“ties of his free gift and donation, came with their 
“ presents and tributes into Egypt, at the times 
“appointed, whom he received with all the marks of 
“ honour and respect ; save that when he went into the 
“temple or the city, his custom was to cause the 
“ horses to be unharnessed out of his chariot, and in 
“ their room four kings, and other princes to draw it ; 
“ hereby thinking to make it evident to all, that thei'e 
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“was none comparable to him for valour, wlio liad 
“ conquered the most potent and famous princes in the 
“ world. This king seems to liave excelled all others, 
“ that ever were eminent for power and greatness, both 
“as to his warlike achievements, the number of his 
“gifts and oblations, and his wonderful works in 
“ Egypt. After he had reigned tliree-and-thirty years, 
“he fell blind, and wilfully put an end to his own life ; 
“for which he was admired not only by priests, but by 
“ all the rest of the Egyptians ; for that as he had 
“before manifested the greatness of his mind by his 
“ actions, so now his end was agreeable (by a voluntary 
“ death), to the glory of his life.” 

It is interesting to note that Diodorus does. not seem 
to have realized that the tomb of Osymandyas was the 
funeral temple of Eameses II., many of whose wars 
and exploits he attributed to Sesostris in accordance 
with the form of the legend of Sesostris, which was 
current in his time. 

Of the tomb of Osymandyas, i.e., TJser-Maat-Ea, 
or Eameses II., Diodorus says : — 

“ There [i.e., Thebes], they say, are the wonderful 
“ sepulchres of the ancient kings, ^vhich for state and 
grandeur, far exceed all that posterity can attain unto 
“ at this day. • The Egyptian priests say that, in their 
“ sacred registers, there are entered seven and forty of 
“these sepulchres; but in the reign of Ptolemy Lagus, 

“ there remained only seventeen, many of which were 
“ ruined and destroyed when I myself came into these 
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parts, wliicli was in tlie lOStli Olympiad. And tliose 
tilings aro not only reported by tlie Egyptian priests, 
out of tlieir sacred records, but many of the Grecians 
wlio travelled to Thebes in the time of Ptolemy Lagiis, 
and wrote histories of Egypt, (among whom was 
Hccateiis), agree with wliat we have related. Of the 
first sepulchres, (wherein they say the women of 
Jupiter were buried), tliat of king Osymandyas was 
ten furlongs in circuit ; at the entrance of which they 
say, was a portico of varions-coloui’cd marble, in 
' length 200 feet ; and in lieight live and forty cubits ; 
thence going forward, yon come into a four-scpiare 
stone gallery, every square being 400 feet, supported, 
instead of pillars, with beasts, each of one entire 
stone, 16 cubits high, carved after the antique 
maimer. The roof was entirely of stone ; each stone 
eight cubits broad, with an azure sky, bespangled 
with stars. Passing out of this peristylion, you enter 
into another portico, much like the former, but more 
curiously carved, and with more variety. At the 
entrance stand three statues, each of one entire stone, 
the workmanship of Memnoii of Sienitas. One of 
these, made in a sitting posture, is the greatest in all 
Egypt, the measure of his foot exceeding seven cubits; 
the other two, much less than the former, reaching 
but to his knees ; the one standing on the right, and 
the other on the left, being his daughter and mother. 
This piece is not only commendable for its greatness, 
but admirable for its cut and workmanship, and 
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“excellency of tlie stone. In so great a work there is 
“ not to be discerned the least flaw, or any other blemish. 
“ Upon it there is this inscription : — ‘I am Osymandyas, 
“king of kings; if any would would know how great I 
“am, and where I lie, let him excel me in any of my 
“ works.’ There was likewise at this second gate, 
“another statue of his mother, by herself, of one 
“ stone, twenty cubits in height ; upon her head were 
“placed three crowns, to denote she was both the 
“ daughter, wife, and mother of a king. Near to this 
“portico, they say there was another gallery or Piazzo, 
“more remarkable than the former, in which were 
“various sculptures, representing his wars with the 
“ Baetrians, who had revolted from him, against whom 
“ (it is said) he marched with 400,000 foot, and 20,000 
“horse; which army he divided into four bodies,^ 
“ and appointed his sons generals of the whole. In 
“the first wall might be seen the king assaulting a 
“ bulwark, environed with the river,^ and fighting at 
“the head of his men against some that make up 
“ against him, assisted by a lion, in a terrible manner ; 
“ which some aflBrm, is to be taken for a true and real 
“ lion, 3 which the king bred up tame, which went along 
“ with him in all his wars, and by his great strength 
“ever put the enemy to flight. Others make this 

^ See above, p. 38. 

' The city of Kadesb is here referred to. 

He was a real lion, and his name was ” Smam-khefti-f,” i.e., 

“ Slayer of his foes ” j a picture of him is given on page 27. 
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. ‘‘ apartaiieiits, in which were all sorts of delicate meats, 
ready dressed up. Near hereunto, is represented the 
‘‘ king himself, curiously carved, and painted in glorious 
‘‘colours, offering gold and silver to the gods; as much 
“ as he yearly received out of the gold and silver mines. 

, “The sum was there inscribed (according to the rate of 
“ silver) to amount unto 32,000,000 of minas. Next 
lieieunto was the sacred library, whereon was inscribed 
“ these words, viz. : ‘ The cure of the mind.’ Adjoiniug 
‘‘to. this, were the images of all the gods of Egypt, to 
‘ every one of whom the king was making offerings, 
“peculiarly belonging to each of them, that Osiris, and 
“ all his associates, who were placed at his feet, might 
“understand his piety towards the .gods, ^ and -his. 

“ righteousness towards men. Next to the library, 

“ was a stately room, wherein were twenty beds to eat 
upon, richly adorned ; in this house were the images 
“of Jupiter and Juno, together with the kings; and 
“here it is supposed, the king’s body lies interred. 

“ Bound the room are many apartments, wherein are to 
“be seen in curious painting, all the beasts that are 
“ accounted sacred in Egypt. Thence are the ascents 
“ to the top of the whole monument of the sepulchre, 
“which being mounted, appears a border of gold round 
“ the tomb, 365 cubits in compass, and a cubit thick ; 
“within the division of every cubit, were the several ■ 
“days of the year engraven, with the natural rising 
“and setting of the stars, and their significations^ 
‘^according to the observations of the Egyptian astro- 
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‘‘logers. Tliiri lumler, they say, was cai-ricil awtiy by 
“ Caiiibyses aiid the Persians, when lie cuiujut-nel 
“ Egypt. . Tn this manner they describe the Hcpulclire 
“of king Osymandyas, which seems far to exceed all 
“others, both for magnificence and ciiriosity of woih- 
“manship.” (Puoth’s Translation, p. 52 tf.) 

M dEs] ¥ (till] 

jier-kn-A.mkn, son of tlie Sun, MEB--KN4^TAn hktei*- 
jieu-Maat. 

'R Mer-en-Ptah or Menephtixam, ’A/i- 

fi€V€4>Bk, was the thirteenth son of Raineses 
mother was Queen Ast-nefert ; 
“ he had been associated with liis father in 
the rule of tln^ hiiigdom for several years 
before he became the sole king of higypt, 
and it is clear that he was a man well 
l-s. past middle age when he ascended the 
throne. Besides the Horns name, “Mighty 
^ Bull, rejoicing ni Maat,” ho stylcil liim- 

j^.-! self the “ Soul of Ra, beloved of Amen, ho 

k-v-kukut-hai-ku- who vesteth on Maat, lord of the shrines 
the Honis Uiime of Nokhebet and Uatehet, the Hums of 
o (.,1 eu i.ui. adopted 

titles which refer to his adoration of the Sun-god Ita, 
and to liis stahlishing of good laws throughout the 
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cipal event in the reign of Mer-eii-Ptah, or Meneplitliali, 
was the Libyan war, concerning which a consiilerahle 
amount of information is furnished by a long inscrip- 
tion at Kariiak.V 

111 the fifth year of liis reign, as we learn from 
two inscriptions published by Masjiero,- Mencphthali 
heard that a revolt had broken out among the Idbyanw, 
who had gathered together a large number of allies 
from among the Mediterranean peoples, and that 
their king intended to invade Egypt. He was 
in Memphis at the time, and soon after the report of 
the revolt had reached him he heard that the Libyan 
king had attacked all the outlying Egyptian and other 
cities to the east of the Delta and conquered them, 
and that he had crossed the frontier and was actually 
ill Egypt and was master of all the territory through 
which he had passed. Menephthali at once began to 

fortify “ Annu, the town of Tern,” || ^ 

Heliopolis, and the “ fortress city of the god Tanen,” 
® AWWV ^3 i.6.3 Memphis, and the city of Per- 

Baire-Ast, probably the 

modem Belbes, which was situated on the canal 
Shakana, 


/VWVVN yz 

/vww\ 

^ AVwV\A 1 


rgee Mariette, JTarntt?!:, pi. 52-55 ; IDumicheTi, IHsl. rasehrificn, 
vol. i. pll. 1-G. 

‘ Ae^yuptische Zeitsclmft, yoL xix., 1881, p. 118; vol. xxi., 1883, 
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and then made his way with liis Avife und children 
across the western frontier into the fields of the city of 
Pa-art, or Per-iirt, jj ^ ^ , which, must not, 
according to Briigsch, be identified with Prosopis, 
but with some place to the east of the Delta. When 
Menophthah saw his foe “ he roared like a lion,” and 
made a long speech to hi.s generals and officers, in 
which he reminded them that he was their king, and 
Avould be responsible for their safety, and then went 
on to upbraid them for being as timid as birds, and for 
their inactivity and helplessness, lie pointed out that 
their lands were being laid Avaste, that those who 
chose passed over the frontier Avhensocver they pleased, 
that the invaders robbed the people and seized their 

lands, that the Oasis of Ta-ahot, 
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Parafra), hiul been occupied, tliat the enemy were 
swarming into Egypt like worms, and their sole aim in 
life, he declared, was to fight and to plunder, and that 
once ill Egypt, to which they had come for food to eat, 
they would settle down and dwell there. As for their 
king he was like a dog, and was a cringing, fawning, 
senseless being,^ and he should never more sit upon 
his throne. Then the king ordered his army to make 
ready to attack the enemy, telling them that Amen 
would be to them a shield, and he promised to lead 
them in person to battle on the 14th day of the 
month. 

Before the fateful day, however, the king dreamed 
a dream, and in it a colossal figure of the god 
Ptali appeared to him and, bidding him to stay 
where he was, reached out to him a divine scimitar, 

(| ^ and ordered him to 

lay aside all faint-heartedness and to be strong, and to 
send forward large numbers of soldiers and chariots to 
the city of Pa-art. Mareiui, the king of Libya, had 
arranged to fight the battle on the first day of the 
month Epiphi at daybreak, but he was not able to do 
so until two days later, when the Egyptian troops 


Mariotto, Karnak, pL 53, 1. 





FLIGHT OF THE LIBYAN KIN( 


iiii.Hckcd wiiii sneli vigour tluit the eueiny was ilriveu 
liither and thither, iint! by the help ot’ the gods AuieiF 
Jid and Nubti, ^ 

thousands by the chariot charges of tho Egyptians, 
and the dying and dead lay drenched witli their own 
blood. For six hours the battle raged, and the 
Egyptians gave no quarter ; finally the king (tf the 
Libyans, seeing that the field was covered with the 
corpses of his soldiers, took to Bight, and in order to 
make good his escape, he threw away his bow and 
quiver, and sandals, and when he found he was being 
pursued he cast away even his clothes, and succeeded 
in saving nothing but his skin. His followers were 
not so fortunate, and hundreds of them were cut down 
by Pharaoh’s liorsemen. The wife and children of 
Mareiui, and his silver, and gold, and vessels of iron, 
and bows, and even the ornaments and ajjparel of his 
wife were captured by Menephthab, as well as large 
numbers of prisoners. The spoil was loaded upon 
asses, and the king ordered it to he driven to Egypt, 
together with the hands and other portions of th(» 
dead Libyans which they had cut oilA Among the 
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The meaning? of aqarenaiha is discussed by 


Miillcr, Proc, Soc, Bibl. Arch., vol, x. p. 147 ff. 
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slain were six of tlie brothers and children of the 
Libyan king and 6359 officers and soldiers ; all tliesc', 
were mutilated in the manner in which the Egyptians 
treated their iiiicircumcised foes. Of the Shakareslia 
250 were killed, of the Turisha 790, but the numbers 
of the other allies who were killed are unknown; 9376 
prisoners, including twelve women, were taken, and 
the loot consisted of 9111 swords of the Masha tribe, 

120.3W wearon, 

of various kinds which had been found with the 
Libyans, 126 horses, etc. Thus, fortunately for Egypt, 
ended the Libyan war, and Menephthah was, no doubt, 
very thankful that he was the victor, for Egypt was 
never so nearly being conquered from one end to the 
other as she was at this time. 

When we consider that two generations of Egyptians 
had never seen or heard of war in their own time, 
it is little short of marvellous that this mighty con- 
federation of Libyans and their allies was vanquished 
by Menephthah’s army ; his soldiers fought well 
because they realised that they were lighting a 
battle on the result of wdiicli depended their freedom, 
as the loss of it would entail a life of slavery with 
peoples whom they held to be abominable and 
unclean. There is, small wonder that the whole land 
rejoiced madly, or that the Delta was filled with 
songs of gladness and thankfulness from east to west. 
Eortunately for Menephthah the Palestinian tribes 
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worti (jiiiotj iuul fniiii th(‘. Khota li« Jiad nonglit to iear, 
because during tbe famine wbicli liad brok(ni out in 
Nortlioru {^yria in tlie early years of bis reign lie bad 
sent corn to bis father’s ally, the priiiee of Kluda, 'I’o 
eommemoriite. bis victory in tbe Jjibyan war, j\[enc'!- 
pbtbab caused a “byuiii of trium].di ” to b>B inscribed 
on tbe back of a huge granite stele of the time of 
Ameii-lietep III., wbicli was found in the Kaniessioim 
at Tlnbes in 189(),^ and in tliis text we find tbe principal 
events of tbe war treated in a highly pocdacal manner. 
Tbe king of Libya is heartily abused, and the gift of 
tbe divine scimitar to kleneplitbali is mentioned, and 
after a few remarks on the happy times wbicli have 
once more returned to Egypt through the victory of tbe 
mighty king of Egypt, we find tbe fidlowing passage: — 
“ Tbe princes are cast down upon the ground, and utter 
“ words of homage, and no one of tbe people of the Nine 

“ Bows liftetb up bis bead. Tbebeniiu, 1 1 j 

“is laid waste. Kbeta bath been pacified, Caiiauri, 

a seized upon by 

“calamity of every kind, Ascalon hath been carried 
“ away, Qatcbare, ^ ^ ((Tezer), bath 

“ been captured, Innurimam, (j || ^ d /crrz 

“ (Yamnia), bath been reduced to a state of not being, the 

1 See Petrie in tlio Ooatcm^ora'inj Review for May, 1800. A 
transcript of the text, with a German translatioTi by S{)ie]L'i'.n)cr£r 
will he found in Acijy^gtische ZeUsdirift, vol. x.x.xiv., ISOO, p. 1 if. 
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“ Isiniare. or Isiraalo, (] (] ^.^ <=> () 1 1' | j ■■ 

‘‘liavo been ravaged and tlieir seed destroyed, Syria, 
become tlie widow of Egypt, 
and all tlie lands together are at 
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peace.” 

Judging from this passage it would seem that Meue- 
plithah had conducted some campaign in Palestine or 
Southern Syria, and that as a result tlie whole of the 
country of Libya had been laid waste, and several 
districts of Palestine reduced to want and misery, but 
there is no reference to any such campaign in the 
inscriptions except tliis. In the time of Eameses II., 
the treaty which he made with the king of Kheta 
allowed him to have full authority over Palestine as 
far north as the Dog Eiver, and all the land which lay 
to the south of it was the property of Egypt. Why 
then boast of having reduced to misery towns like 
Ascalon, and D-ezer, and Yamnia, etc.? M, Naville 
has discussed the passage in a careful article, and trans- 
lates the last part of it thus ^ : — “ Kanaan ost done 
‘‘rednit a rimpuissance, parce qu’Askalon et G-liezer sc 
“ font la guerre : lamnia est comme n’existant plus ; 
“ Israel ost detruit, il n’a plus de postcrite, et la 8yrie 
“est comme les veuves d’Egypte.” The passage which 
M. Naville renders, “Israel is destroyed, and hath no 
posterity,” is translated “ Israel ist verwiistet nnd sen't 


^ Recueil, tom, xx, p. 3G. 
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Sluiteji vtiriiiclitet,” by rrul*. Spbigelberg/ Jiud “ Isnici 
ist vorwiisiot, uluio EebltVuebt,”. by Prol’. .IvniJi.’ 
Tlnis all tlii'oe scholars agree in rendering tins hiero- 
glyphic name (](j ^ H | 

“Israel/’ and are certain that in the inscription of 
Menephtliah under consideration the Tsratd of the 
Eible is mcmtioned, but they differ in the moaning 
which they assign to the word ycini , which 

M. Naville translates by “postorite,” and Spicgelberg 
by “ Saateii,” i.e., “ crops,” and Krall by “ Fcld- 
frucht,” or “fruit of the field” vSojue writers have, 
seen in the Egyptian text a reference to the passage in 
Exodus i. 16, where wc are told that the king of Egypt 
ordered the Hebrew inidwives to destroy the male 
children of the Hebrews, and to keep alive the female 
children ; but we are also told iu the following verse 
that “the midwives feared God, and did not as the 
“ king of Egypt commanded them, but saved tlie men 
“children alive.” So that if we accept the Bible 
narrative we must believe that the male children were 
not destroyed after all, and therefore the passage iu 
the Egyptian text of Mcnephthali cannot refer to a 
destruction of the seed of Israel which, never took 

I ;• 1 O 

place. There is no doubt that the word ^eru 
does sometimes mean “ progeny,” “ offspring,” and the 

* Aejyptisclie Zeitsohrift., vol. xxxiv., 3S9(5, p. 14. 

^ Qrundriss, 'p. 85. 
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like, but ou the other hand the proofs adduced by Prof. 
Spiegelberg make it tolerably certain that his rendering 
‘‘ Israel hath been ravaged and his crops destroyed ” 
is the correct oned We must now consider the name 
Tsiraare, or Isiriiale, which is rendered “Israel.” It is 
clear from the determinatives at the end of the word 
that we have to deal with the name of a people of 
foreign race, for the sign 'j means “ alien ” or “foreign,” 
and the man ^ and the woman and the plural sign 

1 indicate a larwe number of men and women. The 
1 ° 

fact that all the otlier places mentioned with Isiraale 
have the determinative of foreign country ^ placed 
after each of them emphasizes its omission in the case 
of Isiraare or Isiraale, which has a group of determina- 
tives meaning “ foreign people ” placed after it only ; ’ 
this may indicate that the Isiraare or Isiraale people 
had no country, and were nomads, but in that ease how 
did they come to have crops which could be destroyed ? 

The question of the identification of this people with 
the children of Israel seems to depend on what view is 
taken as to the period in which the Exodus happened. 
If the Exodus took place in the reign of Amen-hetep 
III., a matter which will be referred to later on, the 
Children of Israel would by the time Menej)hthah bega,n 
to reign have obtained some position among the tribes 

^ This view is also taken by Maspero, -who translates the -vvortis, 
“ Israiloxr est rase et n’a pins cle graine.” Hist. Anc., tom. ii. 
p. 486. 


of I’aloslioe ami (^jimiuii, aial tiioy 'may oven have 
a(‘quiroii laud in siiiliaioiit quantity to justify tlm king 
of l^gypt in mentioning tlioir miino ’ivit.li tiia ininnis oi' 
countries iik'o Theheniiu, Khota, etc, Jiut if tin* 
Exodus took place in tlie rm'gn of Mcnoplitliab tlic 
Isiraaro, or Isirualo, cuimut bu, in the wrilcr’s opinion, 
identilied witli the eliildi’cn of Israel, because according 
to the Hebrew tradition as preserved in tln^ Hiblc* the 
latter wandered about in tli(3 desert for forty years, i.e„ 
for a period whicli was longer tlian tlie whole, of th(3 
reign of IMtuieplithali, and they did not effect a settle- 
ment in Palestine until some time later. Moreover, to 
assign to the fugitives from Egypt a position among 
the nations wliieli would make them to be worthy of 
mention side by side with tliose like the Ivheta and the 
Thehennu is to give them an importance which they 
would never possess in the eyes even of the, writer of 
a high-flown composition, such as that which appears 
on the stele usurped hy Meiiephtliah. Tlie composi- 
tion has no real historical importance, as wo. may see 
from the fact that the writer of the text, after declaring 
that the Libyans wore destroyed, goes on to siiy tliat 
the “ Khota have been brought to a state of peace ” ; 
the reader of this statement who was ignorant of the 
true history of the period would imagine that Mmie- 
phthali had reduced the Kheta, but \ve know that he 
did not, and that the peoples of the Khota country had 
forced Kameses 11. to he at peace with them. Among 
the last words on the stele we read, “ Hyria hath become 
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ilie willows of .Kgypt,” by wliioli wo slionld o.\|ieof 
tlie wi'iter to iiiean us to imdei-staiid that tiyna had 
been rodiiced to a state of misery of tlie most abject 
character, but Avlieii we notice that he is making a pun 
on the words IQiar, “ Hyria,” and I'harf, “ widows, it is 
natural to doubt if the words have really tliat meaning 
at fill. The pun is probably an old one, and dates 
from the early part of the XVIIIth Dynasty, and the 
writer was clearly more anxious to use it than to report a 
mere historical fact. Finally, all that can be said for the 
identification oftlielsiraare, or Isiraale, with the children 
of Israel is the resemblance between the two names, and 
if it be accepted we must admit that the Israelites left 
Egypt before the reign of Menephthah, and were settled 
in Palestine at the time his inscription was written. 

The building operations of Menephthah appear to 
have been considerable, especially in the Delta, where 
he repaired the old frontier fortresses and built new 
ones, no doubt with the idea of keeping strict watch 
upon the various peoples who went in and out 
fi’oni Egypt. He built largely at Tanis, where he 
usurped a number of Xllth Dynasty statues, and two 
so-called Hyksos sphinxes, etc., and he carried on 
repairs at Heliopolis, Memphis, and Abydos, and his 
name is found upon many buildings on both banks of 
the Nile at Thebes, where many woihs were carried 
out by his commands. He usurped some of the granite 
sphinxes, an obelisk, etc., which had been set up by 
Amen-hetep III. and Thothmes III., and as far as can 


great importance. Stelae, in wliieli he i.n represented 
adoring the gods, are found at Gchol Silsila, and his 
name a,p})ears at i'selchis in Nuhia, and in the old 
(juarry worhs in tlie Sinaitic Peninsula, Moiinphthah 
built himself a tomb in the Valley of the Tombs of the 
kings at Thebes, wbitdi is known to-day as “ No. 8.’' 
It consists of three chaniLers and three corridors, the 
walls of which are decorated with extracts from the 
“Book of Praising Pia” and the “Book of the ITnder- 
world,” or as I3r. Birch read tlio title some iifty years 
ago, “ The Book of the Gate,” and with scenes in 
which the deceased is represented in the act of adoring 
Harmachis and other gods, and that of the passage of 
the sun through certain hours of the night. The 
king’s sarcophagus stands in the second room from the 
end of the corridors, but there is no mummy in it. 
Some years ago it was the fashion to explain the 
absence of the king’s mummy by a reference to the 
Bible narrative (Exodus, chapters xiv. and xv.), and 
to assume that Menephthah was drowned, together 
with his captains, during liis pursuit of the children of 
Israel through the waters of the lied Sea. But the 
tradition as given in Exodus only tells us, “Moses 
“stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea 
“ returned to his strength when the morning appeared ; 
“and the Egyptians fled against it; and the Lord 
“ overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 
“And the water returned, and covered the chariots, 
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‘‘ and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that 
“ came into the sea after them ; there remained not s(j 
“ much as one of them” (vv. 27, 28). There is nothing- 
in this passage to indicate that Pharaoh was pursuing 
the Israelites in person, or that he was drowned as a 
result. When the great haul of Eoyal mummies 
was made at Per al-Bahari in 1881, and tlie 
mummy of Menephthah was found not to be among 
them, tlie belief that he had been drowned with 
his six hundred chosen captains of chariots was 
confirmed in the opinion of many. It will be remem- 
bered that early in 1898 M. Loret reported the dis- 
covery of the tombs of Amen-hetep II. and Thothmes 

III. at Thebes, and that in the tomb of the former 
king a number of royal mummies were found. Later 
in the year M, Loret read a paper in Cairo at the 
Institiit Pgyptien on his discovery, and dealt with the 
identifications of the mummies which he had found ; the 
mummies were declared by him to be those of Thothmes 

IV. , Amen-hetep III., Seti II,, Amen-hetep IV., Sa-Ptah, 
Eameses IV., Eameses V., and Eameses VI. The dis- 
covery was an important one, but it was a remarkable 
thing to find the mummy of the heretic king KhU'en- 
Aten carefully stowed away with the mummies of his 
orthodox father and grandfather and descendants, all 
of whom worshipped and adored the god Amen, whom 
he scoffed at and abominated; in fact it was hardly 
credible that the priests of Amen should have taken 
the pains to save the body of their old enemy from the 
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wreckers of mummies and tlie robbers of tombs. Soon 
after tlie reading of tlie paper an examination of the 
hieratic characters which were supposed to represent 
the name of Khu-eii-Aten was made by Mr. W. Groff, 
and he became convinced that they had been misread 
by M. Loret, who, instead of transcribing them by 

according to Mr. Groff, read Khu-en-Aten instead ol 
Ba-en-Ea, and had identilied as the mummy of Ameii- 
hetep IV., or Ivhu-en-Ateu, the mummy of Menephthah. 
The views of Mr. Groff provoked discussion, and on 
February 10, 1900, MM. Maspero, Baressy, and 
Brugsch Bey specially examined the writing on the 
wrappings of the mummy with the view of deciding 
so important a matter ; later they were joined by MM. 
Lieblein, von. Bissing, Lange, and others, and these 
savants came to the conclusion that the mummy 
was not that of Khu-en-Aten but of Ba-en-Ea, i.e., 
Menephthah, the son of Eameses II., and brother of 
the famous magician Kha-eni-Uast, in ftiet, the king of 
Eg 3 rpt who has been styled generally the “Pharaoh 
of the Exodus.-*^ ^ Thanks to the courtesy of Brugsch 
Bey the writer also was allowed in January, 1900, to 
examine the writing on the wrappings of the mummy, 
and he has no doubt that Mr. Groff is right and that 
M. Loret is wrong. 

1 Seo Re&tieil, tom. xx. p. 224; tom. xxii, p. 136. 
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CHAPTER II. 


THE EXODUB OE THE ISUAELITES PHOM EGYPT. 


Ih connexion with the reign of Meiiephtliali must be 
mentioned the great Exodus of Israel from Egypt, 
because many of the greatest Egyptologists think that 
this remarkable event in the history of the Hebrews 
took place at this period. Of the Israelites and their 
Exodus from Egypt we have, besides the narrative in 
the Bible, several short accounts by various writers,^ 
and a longer, more detailed statement on the subject 
by Josephus. According to this last writer a king of 
Egypt called Amenophis was desirous of beholding the 
gods,^ as Orus, one of his predecessors in tlie kingdom, 
had seen them. And he communicated his desire to a 
priest of the same name as himself, Amenophis, the 
son of Papis, who seemed to partake of the divine 
nature, both in his wisdom and knowledge of futurity ; 
and Amenophis returned him answer, that it was in 
his po^Yer to behold the gods, if he would cleanse the 

’ They will bo foancl collocteil in (Jory, Ancient PraijnmiU, 
London, 1832, p. 183. 

I quote from Gory, ojp. cit., p. 176, 
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wliole coiiiitry of the lepers and other iiiieleuii persons 
that abounded in it. 'Well pleased with this in- 
formation, the king gathered together out of Egypt all 
that laboured under any defect in body, to the amount 
of 80 , 000 , and sent them to the quarries which are 
situated on the east side of the Nile, that they might 
work in them and be separated from the rest of the 
Egyptians. And there were among them some learned 
priests who were aifected with leprosy. And Amenophis, 
the wise man and prophet, fearful lest the vengeance of 
the gods should fall both on himself and on the king, 
if it should appear that violence had been offered them, 
added this also in a prophetic spirit ; that certain 
people would come to the assistance of these unclean 
persons, and would subdue Egypt, and hold it in 
possession for thirteen years. These tidings, however, 
he dared not to communicate to the king, but left in 
writing an account of what should come to pass, and 
destroyed himself, at which the king was greatly 
distressed. When those that were sent to work in the 
quarries had continued for some time in that miserable 
state, the king was petitioned to set apart for their 
habitation and protection the city Avaris, which had 
been left vacant by the Shepherds; and he granted 
them their desire ; now this city, according to the 
theology above, is a Typhonian city. But when they 
had taken possession of the city and found it well 
adapted for a revolt, they appointed for themselves a 
ruler from among the priests of Heliopolis, one whose 
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name was Osarsipli, and tliey bound tliemselves by 
oatb that they would bo obedient. Osarsipli then, in 
the first place, enacted this law, that they should 
neither worship the gods, nor abstain from any of 
those sacred animals which the Egyptians hold in 
veneration, but sacrifice and slay them all ; and that 
they should connect themselves with none but such 
as were of that confederacy. 

When he had made such laws as these, and many 
others of a tendency directly in opposition to the 
custom of the Egyptians, he gave orders that they 
should employ the multitudes of hands in rebuilding 
the walls about the city, and hold themselves in 
readiness for war with Amenophis the king. He 
then took into his counsels some others of the 
priests and unclean persons; and sent ambassadors 
to the city called Jerusalem, to those Shepherds who 
had been expelled by Tethmosis ; and he informed 
them of the position of their affairs, and requested 
them to come up unanimously to his assistance in 
this war against Egypt. He also promised in the 
first place to reinstate them in their ancient city and 
country Avaris, and to provide a plentiful maintenance 
for their host, and fight for them as occasion might 
require, and assured them that he would easily reduce 
the country under their dominion. The Shepherds 
received this message with the greatest joy, and quickly 
mustered to the number of 200,000 men, and came np 
to Avaris. How Amenophis the king of Egypt, when 
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i ho was inlbmied of their invasion, was in great coii- 

; sternation, remembering the prophecy of Ameiiophis, 

the son of Papis. And he assembled the armies of the 
Egyptians, and having consulted with the leaders, he 
1 commanded the sacred animals to be brought to him, 

especially those which were held in more particular 
^ veneration in the temples, and he forthwith charged 

the priests to conceal the images of their gods with 
the utmost care. Moreover, he placed his sou Sethos, 
who was also called Eamesses from his father Eampses, 
being then but five years old, under the protection of 
a faithful adherent; and marched with the rest of the 
Egyptians, being 300,000 warriors, against the enemy 
who advanced to meet him ; but he did not attack 
them, thinking it would be to wage war against the 
gods, but returned, and came again to Memphis, where 
he took Apis and the other sacred animals he had sent 
for, and retreated immediately into Ethiopia with all 
his army, and all the multitude of the Egyptians; 
for the king of Ethiopia was under obligations to him. 
He was therefore kindly received by the king, who 
took care of all the multitude that was wdth him, 
while the country supplied what was necessary for 
’ their subsistence. He also allotted to him cities and 

( villages during his exile, which was to continue from 
its beginning during the predestined thirteen years. 
I Moreover, he pitched a camp for an Ethiopian army 

I upon the borders of Egypt as a protection to king 

; Amenophis. 

i 
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111 the meantime, while such was the state of 
things in Ethiopia, the people of Jerusalem, who had 
come down with the unclean folk of the Egyptians, 
treated the inhabitants with such barbarity, that 
those who witnessed their impieties believed that 
their joint sway w^as more execrable than that which 
the Shepherds had formerly exorcised alone. For they 
not only set fire to the cities and villages, but com- 
mitted every kind of sacrilege, and destroyed the 
images of the gods, and roasted and fed upon thobe 
sacred animals that were worshipped; and having 
compelled the priests and prophets to kill and sacrifice 
them, they cast them naked out of the country. It is 
said also that the priest, who ordained their polity and 
laws, was by birth of Heliopolis, and his name 
Osarsiph was derived from Osiris, the god of Heliopolis ; 
but that when he went over to these people his name 
was changed, and he was called Moyses.^ 

The above story reported by Josephus has no 
historical value, for it is based upon an imperfect know- 
ledge of the facts of Egyptian history. It represents 
that the famous architect and sage Amen-hetep, who 
is a historical personage, and who flourished in the 
reign of Amen-hetep III., told the king that if he 
wished to see the gods he must expel the ‘‘lepers” 
from the country; whether these men were actually 
lepers, or whether the word is employed to describe 
them as a term of abuse, cannot be said. The king 

* Josephus, Apion, i. 26. 
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collected these “ lepers,” 80,000 in nimiber, and sent 
them to work in the quarries [of Tura?], hut later he 
gave them the city of Avaris to dwell in, for it had 
been evacuated by the Shepherds. There they made a 
priest of Heliopolis, who changed his name from Osar- 
siph to Moses, their ruler, and they next sent and 
invited tlie Shepherds who were living in Jerusalera to 
come and help them, promising to give them in return 
the city Avaris which they had formerly occupied. 
The Shepherds came, 200,000 in number, and though 
Amenophis collected an army of 300,000 men to fight 
them, he did not do so, but taking his gods from 
Memphis he retreated to Ethiopia, where he remained 
for thirteen years, whilst strangers ruled the country 
according to the wmrds of the Egyptian sage. Now we 
know enough of the history of the reign of Amen- 
hetep III. to be able to assert that no invasion of 
Egypt by the Shepherds, 200,000 strong, ever took 
place in his reign, and that this king did not retreat to 
Ethiopia for thirteen years, and that the city of Avaris 
had been in the hands of the Egyptians since the 
beginning of the XVIIIth Dynasty. A copyist of 
Manetho, from whom Josephus says he takes the story, 
having very possibly access to some Egyptian tradition 
of the Exodus of the Israelites, which ascribed it to the 
reign of Menephthah, erroneously confused his name 
(A)menephthes with the better known Amen-hetep III. 
Thus the theory which would place the Exodus in the 
time of Amen-hetep III. falls to the ground, hlore- 
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over, the details of the story reported by Josephus do 
not agree with the details of the Bible narrative, and it' 
is clear that Manetho is describing one event, while the 
writer of the Book of Exodus is describing another. 
Elsewhere Josephus himself connects the expulsion of 
the Hyksos by the Egyptians with the Exodus of the 
Israelites, but here also his remarks are equally with- 
out historical value, for he assumes that the Hyksos 
were the ancestors of the Hebrews, and with character- 
istic boastfulness attempts to make his readers believe 
that among the ancestors of the Hebrews w'ere the 
Hyksos kings of Egypt who, according to the passage 
which he professes to quote verbatim from Manetho’s 
history, reigned over that country for' about five 
hundred and eleven years. 

An examination of the facts derived from the 
Egyptian monuments shows that a vast number of 
people, probably Semites, were expelled from the Delta 
at the close of the XVIIth Dynasty, and that the 
process of the ex2)ulsion went on vigorously under the 
reigns of the first three or four kings of the XVIIIth 
Dynasty ; thus there must have been on several occa- 
sions an exodus of Semites, or at least of Caiiaanites, 
from Egypt. Of this great series of forced emigrations 
traditions no doubt remained among the Canaanitish 
tribes of Palestine and, when the Hebrews had occupied 
the country, were very possibly, in the process of time, 
incorporated by the Hebrew annalists in their account 
of tlie emigration of their own ancestors from Egypt. 
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Exodus can have taken place, renders it very probable, 
as has been seen above, that tlie Israelitish emigra- 
tion really took place under Meneplitbali, whose name 
was easily confused with Amen-hetep. The existence 
of an obscure Egyptian tradition that the Exodus 
took place under Menephthali is thus indicated. 
This supposition agrees with the views of tlie 
greater number of the Egyptologists who liave 
discussed the subject, and Menephthah is very 
commonly considered to have been the Pharaoirof the 
Exodus, which will thus have taken place about 
B.o. 1270, about four hundred years after the expulsion 
of the Hyksos. This view is entirely supported by the 
narrative of the Book of Exodus, as we shall see.- 
Prom this we gather that the Israelites were pressed 
into the cornh-., i e., they were compelled to perform a 
certain amount of physical labour in connexion with 
the public works which the king of Egypt had ordered 
to be carried out. Curiously enough the work was 
not in connexion wth the maintenance of the banks of 
the Nile during the period of the inundation of the 
livei, but with the erection of some wall or building, 
for the gangs of Israelites were compelled to make so 
many bricks per day. The Egyptians made the lives 
of the Israelites ‘‘ hitter with hard bondage, in morter, 
‘‘ and in brick, and in all manner of service in the 
field: all their service Avherein they made them 
serve, was with rigonr (Exod. i. 14). Therefore 
“they did set over them taskmasters to alllict them 
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“vvitli their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh 
“treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses” (Exod. i. 11). 
Finally, “Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the 
“ people, and their officers, saying. Ye shall no more 
give the people straw to make brick, as heretofore; 
“ let them go and gather straw for themselves. And 
“ the tale of the bricks, which they did make hereto- 
fore, ye shall lay upon them ; ye shall not diminish 
ought thereof : for they be idle ; therefore they cry, 
“saying. Let us go, and sacrifice to our God. Let 
“there more work be laid upon the men, that they 
may labour therein : and let them not regard vain 
words. ... So the people were scattered abroad 
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble 
instead of straw. And the taskmasters hasted them, 
“ saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when 
“ there was straw. And the officers of the children of 
“Israel, which Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over 
them, were beaten, and demanded. Wherefore have 
“ye not fulfilled your task in making brick both 
“yesterday and to-day, as heretofore?” (Exod v 
6-14). 

We may note in passing that the only name 
by which the Hebrew writer calls the king who 
oppressed his countrymen so cruelly is “Pharaoh,” 

which is, of course, the Egyptian Per-aa ' ' i.e., 

“ Great House ” ; but this was a title which was borne 
by every king of Egypt, and it therefore does not 
enable us to identify the oppressor king. The custom 
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of employing foreign captives or aliens was inaugurated 
by Tliotbmes III., who employed tliem largely on tlie 
works connected with the great temple of Amen-Ra at 
Thebes ; the example which he set was followed by his 
successors, so we cannot identify the oppressor king by 
his employment of captive or alien labour. We toucli 
firm ground in the statement that the Israelites built 
‘‘for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Eaamses,” 
for the names of these cities are well known from the 
hieroglyphic inscriptions, and their sites have been 
identified by M. Naville^ with considerable success. 
The name of Pithom is, of course, the Egyptian Pa- 
(or Per-) Atemt, 

i.e., the “ house of the god Tern ” ; this was 
situated in the district called in the inscriptions 
Thuku or Thukut, J. or ^ ©, which lay 

at the eastern end of the Wadi Tiimilat, and is 
marked by the ruins called by the Arabs, “ Tell al- 
Maskhuta.” Here M. Naville found a number of 
strong chambers, well built of mud bricks, which he 
considers to have been used for storing grain and 
provisions for those who were about to make a journey 
into the Arabian desert, or as a stronghold wherein to 
keep the tribute which was brought from Syria and 
Palestine into Egypt until such time as it could be 
disposed of in the ordinary manner. As nothing older 

* Sco The Btore-ciiy of Pithom and the Tioide of the 'Exodus, 
London, 1885. 
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tliaii the time of Rameses II. has been found at 
Pithom we may reasonably assume that he was the 
builder of the city; it is, of course, possible that 
there was an older city on the site before his time, 
but even so it was Rameses II. who built the 
strong city which has been made known to us by 
its ruins. Thus, as we are told in the Bible tliat 
the Israelites built Pithom for the Pharaoh of the 
oppression, and as we know from the monuments dis- 
covered by M. Naville that Rameses built Pithom at 

the “mouth of the East,” II i.©-j the 

frontier city on the east of Goshen in which the 
Israelites had their abode, we get a tolerably clear idea 
that the Pharaoh who had the Israelites forced into the 
co7‘vee was none other than Rameses II. 

But the Bible also tells ns that the Israelites built the 
treasure city of “Raamses,” and this city can be no other 
than Tanis, the Zoan of the Bible, the San of Arabic 

writers, and the Sekhet Tcha, t==t , or 

Selvhet ToMut, ^ fffi 

of the hieroglyphic inscriptions. We may note in 
passing that the words “field of Zoan” in Psalm 
Ixxviii, 12, 43, are the exact equivalent of the 
Egyptian name Sekhet Tchanot, i.e., “ Eield of 
Tchaiiet.” That the Hebrews regarded Zoan as a 
very old city is proved by the fact that it is noted in 
Numbers xiii. 22, that “Hebron was built seven years 



before Zoan in Egypt.” The city of Tanis was an 
exceedingly old one, and the monuments of Pepi I. 
which have been found there prove that it was of 
coBsiderabie size and great importance in the Vlth 
Dynasty, about b.c, 3233. The history of Tanis is a 
chequered one, but the great kings of the Xllth and 
Xlllth Dynasties built largely there, and many of 
them set up colossal statues of themselves in the famous 
temple ; the Hyksos kings established themselves there, 
and usurped the sphinxes and other monuments of their 
predecessors which they found in the place. Seti I. was 
the first of the kings of the New Empire who seems to 
have perceived the great strategic importance of the 
city to the Egyptians if they wished to maintain their 
hold upon Palestine, and it was he who brought it into 
a state of comparative prosperity after a long period of 
neglect by the kings of the XVIIIth Dynasty, who, 
associating it with the Hyksos kings, would do nothing 
whatsoever for it. Eameses II., following the example 
of his father Seti I., thought highly of the importance 
of Tanis, and did a great deal to restore the city. He 
repaired the old temples and rebuilt parts of them, he 
fortified the walls, and made every part of its defences 
strong, and he laid out gardens, and either founded or 
re-founded a temple there in honour of the gods Amen, 
Ptah, Harmachis, and Sutekh, and, in fact, made it his 
capital city. He usurped large numbers of statues and 
other monuments which had been set up by his pre- 
decessors, and by adding new ones of his own here. 
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there, aud everywhere, lie made the city almost a rival 
of Thebes. A certain Panbasa who had visited Tariis, 
which he calls the “city of Ramessu-meri-Amen,” i.e., 
the city of Rameses II., in writing home to a friend 
says that “ there is nothing in the Thebaid which eaii 
“ be compared with it.” ^ As Rameses II. was the great 
restorer of the city his name became attached to it, and 
when the Egyptian spoke of “ Pa-Ramessu,”i,e,,the palace 
or temple of Rameses, he as often referred to the whole 
city as to the king^s private residence. It will be re- 
membered that Rameses II. was at Tanis when he agreed 
to the treaty which the king of the Kheta proposed, and 
it was from this place that he watched the development 
of events in Palestine and Syria, and decided to rule 
his country. The “ Treasure city Raamses ” is, then, 
almost beyond doubt, none other than Tanis, or Pa- 

rnmessu, -TQIIES]- 

Rameses II. was the builder king of Egypt par 
eelle7ice, and the state of misery to which the Israelites 
were reduced, and which is so vividly described in 
the Bible, is exactly the condition to which an alien 
people in the Delta would be brought when turned 
into gangs for the cornee of the day. 

It was Rameses II. who built the wall from Memphis 
to Pelusium to keep out of Egypt the hordes of nomad 
i Semites, and he certainly carried out some works either 

! of lengthening or deepening the canal which was intended 

“ ‘ See Gootl-svin in Records of the Past, vol. vi. p. 11 ff. 
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I wliicli, owing to tlie dropping of tlie letters t and r in 

({uick pronunciation became Telie-pa-nete-anf-aiikli. 
Tins name, however, is not found in the Egyptian 
inscriptions, though it is clearly imitated from names 
which are composed in this manner, e.g., Tchet-Ptah- 
anf-ankh, “ Ptah spake and he came into life,” Tehet- 
Amen-anf-ankh, “ Amen spake and he came into life,” 
etc. The name Aaenath is probably the Egyptian 

“ iSfes-NeV’ i.e., “belonging to Neitli,” 
and Potipherah is undoubtedly □ 4 D ^ ’ 

^ Pe-ta-pa-Pia, i.e., “the gift of Ra.” But all these 

^ names belong to classes of names of the XXIInd and 

XXVIth Dynasties,^ and are not found earlier in the 
inscriptions, and we must therefore assign the first few 
verses of the Book of Exodus and Genesis xli. 45 to a 
much later period than the story of the Exodus given 
in the Bible. 

The date of Exodus and the line of the route which 
was followed by the Children of Israel on their depar- 
ture from Egypt have given rise to endless discussions 
I and theories, none of which, however, explain away the 

difficulties of the Bible narrative. We have already 
I said that the Exodus took place about jb.o. 1270, but 

^ other dates which have been proposed for it are b.c. 

' 1314 and b.o. 1335, the former by Lepsius, and the 

latter by Dr. Mahler, who declares that it took place 

1 See SteindorfE, Aegyptisehe Zeitschrifi, vol. xxvii., 1889, pp. 
I 41, 42. 
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on Tljiirsduy ilie 27th of March, b.c. 1335. Of Dr. 
IMahler’fc) date, Prof. Marti says, Mahler assigns tlie 
“ Exodus to the 27th March, 1335 b.c., which M’-as a 
“Thursday, because fourteen, clays before that day 
“ there occurred a central solar eclipse. This calcula- 
‘‘tioii rests on Talmudic data that assign the darkness 
“mentioned in Ex, 10, 21, to the 1st of Nisan, and 
“ explain that that day, and therefore also the 15th of 
“Nisan, was a Thursday. In Ex. 10. 22, indeed, we 
“ read of a darkness of three days ; but Maliler argues 
“that this note of duration really belongs not to v. 22, 
“ but to V. 23, and is meant simply to explain how 
“ ‘ intense and terrifying was the impression which the 
“ darkness produced on the inhabitants of Egypt .... 
“ so that no one dared for three days to leave his house.’ 
“It is just as arbitary to as.sume in Gen. 15. 5 if. an 
“eclipse enabling Abraham to count the stars before 
“ sunset, and tlien to use the eclipse for fixing the date 
“ of the covenant.” ^ The Israelites, we know, ’were 
living in Goshen, i.e., in a portion of the Delta and of 
the Wadi Tuinihit which lies between Zakazik on the 
north, Belh^s, probably the ancient Pharbaethus, on 
the south, and the modern Tell al-Kebir on the east, 
and we know that they set out on their way eastwards 
along the Wadi Tumilat. Two ways were open to 
them, one went by way of Tanis and then led to the 
Mediterranean and thence to Syria, and the other 
going eastwards passed through the district of Piameses, 

^ Art. Chronology, in Enoy. Bill., i, col. 7S5. 
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and so readied tlie nortliern end of tlie Red 8ea, 
wliicli it is supposed then extended nearly as far as 
the modern town of Isma‘iliya. 

Many Egyptologists and theologians think that having- 
reached Buccoth, which district has been by some identi- 
fied with the Thuknt, ^ of the hieroglyphic 

texts, and its capital city Pa-Temu, or Pitliom, they went 
on into the desert of Etham, and then turned towards the 
south, whilst others are convinced that they must have 
gone to the north. The former view agrees with the Bible 
narrative which records the divine command given to 
Moses that the Children of Israel should “turn and 
encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the 
sea, over against Baal-zephon” (Exod, xiv. 2), It is, 
however, impossible to identify the sites of these three 
places with certainty, although there is no doubt that 
at the time when the Bible narrative was written these 
frontier towns or fortresses were well known. Assum- 
ing that the Israelites turned towards the south they 
might have crossed over into the desert at a place to 
the south of the Bitter Lakes, or at a place more to 
the north and between the Bitter Lakes and Lake 
Timsjih; another view is that they crossed the Bed 
Sea a little to the north of the modern town of Suw^z 
or Suez. 

The boldest theory ever put forward on the route of 
the Exodus is that of Brugsch who, making the 
Israelites start from Groshen, leads them by way of Tanis 
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tliroug'li the “ field of Zoan ” to a fortress, called in 
Egyptian Klietem, ^ Q © , wliicli lie identifies with 
Etliam; they then journey past “Migdol,” i.e., the 
Migdol near Pelnsinm, and make their way by some 
road near the great Sirhonian Bog past Pi-hahiroth, 
which Brngsch here regards as the equivalent of the 
“ gulfs ” or “ pits ” {ra ^dpadpa) of the Sirbonian Bog. 
The route here sketched is pretty well that which was 
in common use by travellers from Egypt to Syria and 
vice versa, but the Israelites were specially commanded 
not to use that road, the obvious reason being that the 
fugitives would have marched straight into the line of 
fortresses which the Egyptians maintained along their 
eastern and north-eastern frontiers, which it was their 
object to avoid. Moreover, it does not follow that 
Etham is the equivalent of the Egyptian word 
P 8 ITIj ^*^*3 “fortress,” and even if it did, we do 
not know which " fortress ” is referred to ; and in like 
manner with “ Migdol,” which also means “ fortress ” 
or “strong place,” and which is the equivalent of the 
Egyptian 1 (j U CJmdhthdre, we know 

not which “ Migdol ” is indicated, for there was more 
than one Migdol both in Egypt and in Syria. Taken 
together, the known facts about the land of Goshen and 
the land of Rameses indicate that the passage of the 
“Pied Sea” was not made either as far north as any 
portion of Lake Menzaleh or as far south as Suez, and 
that wdiatever water was crossed by tbem, be it lake or 
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bo it sea, was situated at no great distance from the 
eastern part of tlie WMi Tiimilat. There is no 
evidence to show that the Red Sea and the ]\Ioditer- 
ranean Sea were connected by means of a series of lakes, 
or swamps, or lagoons, when the Exodus took place, and 
it is far more reasonable to believe that the Israelites 
crossed over into the desert by means of a passage 
through some part of Lake Tinisah, which is relatively 
quite close to the eastern end of the "WTidi ThmihU, 
than by a passage through the Red Sea itself. The 
narrative of the Book of Exodus calls the water which 
the Israelites crossed ‘‘Yam Suj)h,” i.e., the “sea of 
reeds/’ a name which they would never have given to 
the sea in general; and there is no doubt that they 
called the water by that name because it was of great 
extent, and because it contained reeds. This fact points 
to Lake Timsah as the “ sea of reeds,” because being- 
fed from the Nile reeds would grow in it in abundance. 
The application of the name “sea of reeds” to the Red 
Sea was a blunder made by later writers who, knowing- 
nothing about the geography of the Istlimiis of Suez, as 
soon as they heard or read that the Israelites had 
passed over a vast stretch of water, assumed that that 
water was the Red Sea because they knew not of the 
existence of any other in that part of the world. 

Of the theories put forward in recent years on the 
Exodus a few are new, but many are either modifications 
of old ones, or the old ones themselves resuscitated ; both 
new and old are, however, usually put forward by men 
who have no competent knowledge either of the district 
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wliieli tliey are attemj^tiiig to discuss or describe, or of 
the conditions under which the events related took place. 
It is also futile to argue that the Misraini out of which 
Israel came is not Egypt, hut some country to the east 
or north-east of it, for all the evidence of an archaeo- 
logical character which has been collected during the 
last few years points to the fact that IMisraim in the 
Exodus narrative means Egypt and Egypt only. The 
views on the subject of Goshen ^ and the route of the 
Exodus which M. Naville has enunciated during the last 
few years are worthy of careful attention, for they are based 
on the first-hand knowledge derived from the results of 
the excavations which he made in the Wadi' Tumilat, 
where he was so fortunate as to discover the store-city 
of Pithom. He has treated the subject of the Exodus 
and the identifications of the cities mentioned in the 
Bible narrative with common sense and moderation, 
and he has not overstated the facts from which he has 
drawn his deductions. In the present state of Egypto- 
logical knowledge it is impossible to “ settle ” the 
difficulties which beset the Exodus question, hut the 
present writer, who has gone over the routes proposed 
both by M. IS'aville and Sir William Dawson, thinks 
that, if the matter is to be considered from a practical 
standpoint, the only possible way for the Israelites to 
escape quickly into the Etham desert was by a passage 
across Lake Timstih; on their route after they had 
crossed he offers no opinion. 

I The Store-city of Pithom and the Route of the Plmdus, London, 
1886 j Goshen^ London, 1887. 
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Ea-usr-kiiepehu-meri-Amen, son of the Sun, Seti- 
mer-en-Ptah. 

The immediate successor of Mene- 
phtliah appears to have Leen Seti II., 
Mer-en-Ptait, and lie is regarded as 
** — ^ such by the greater number of Bgypto- 

1^ ^ legists, though definite proofs of it are 

d d not forthcoming ; M. E. do liouge 

® j] considered that Amen-meses and Sa- 
* ^ Ptah preceded Seti II. in the rule of 

the kingdom. Seti II. adopted as his 
Horus name “ Mighty Bull, beloved of 
Ea,” and the inscriptions apply to 
him several of the titles which had been borne by his 
predecessors; he appears to have lived usually at 
Tanis, and to have kept watch over tlie unruly tribes 
on the north-east frontier, but although he kept the; 
Egyptian border fortresses in a state of efficiency, he 
does not seem to have engaged in any wars with the 
peoples whom they were intended to keep out of Egypt. 
As a builder, however, he exhibited considerable 
ticiivity. He carried on certain works at Heliopolis 
for his prenomen, wherein, by the way, he is called 
“beloved of Set,” is inscribed on a large granite block, 
which was found near Matariyeh ; ^ he also usurped the 
two granite obelisks which stood in that city, and are 
^ ihispei’o, Aegyptisohe Zeitsclirijt, 1881, vol. xix. p. 116. 


Ks.-irEKH’r-.MEiti-Ri, 
the Hox’ub name of 
Seti II. 
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commonly called “ Cleopatra’s Needles.” At Karnak lie 
built a small sandstone temple in tlie north-east aiigde 
of the court between the First and Second Pylons ; it 
contained three sanctuaries, which Avere dedicated to 
Amen-Ea, Mut, and Khensu respectively. On the 
walls are scenes in which the king is represented 
worshipping these gods. He appears to have made 


Tlie Temple at Luxor. View from the South-west. 

From a photograph hy A. Beato, Luxor. 

some of the sphinxes wliich were placed before the 
great temple of Amen-hetep III. at Luxor, but it is 
very doubtful if he built or repaired all the temple 
buildings on which he caused his name to he inscribed. 
His name occurs on monuments as far south as Abu 
Simbel, Avhere it is found on one of the four colossal 
statues in frout of the temple of Eameses 11. Seti II. 
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built for himself a tomb in the Valley of tlie Tombs of 
the Kings of Thebes, wherein, presumably, he was 
buried, but as his mummy was found in the tomb of 
Amen-hetep II. in 1898, it must have been removed 
there for safety in the troubled times ■which came upon 
Egypt at the end of the XXtli Dynasty. The tomb con- 
sists of three long corridors, two rectangular chambers, 
the second having in it four square pillars, and a 
sanctuary. The walls of the corridors and chambers 
are decorated with scenes and texts from the ^‘Book of 
the Praises of Ea,” and the “ Book of the Tuat,” and 
with scenes representing the king worshipping the 
gods and holding converse with them. At the end of 
the tomb are two large fragments of the sarcophagus 
of Seti II. ; the cover was in the form of a cartouche.I 

In the reign of Seti II. the scribe Anna or Anuana, 
^ /wvA^ ® either made a copy ^ or com- 
posed the famous “ Tale of the Two Brothers,” which 
has formed the subject of many discussions and com- 
ments. The first part of the story deals with two 
brothers, the one married, and the other not, who live 

* For a full description of the tomb see Oiiampollion, Naiices, 
tom. i. pp. 459-463, and 808. 

^ Tbo other scribes mentioned in the colophon to the jjapyrus are 
II Qa-^cebut, ^ fl Ileru-a, 


^ For the literature see Masporo, Contes, jap. 3, 4. 
first translated by E. do Eonge. 
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in the same house, and are engaged in the same occu- 
pation, i.e., farming. The wife of the elder brother 
attempts to seduce the younger brother when he 
returns alone one day to the homestead to obtain a 
fresh supply of corn, but he resists her and goes back 
to his work. Meanwhile the wife makes herself ill, 
and when her husband comes home in the evening he 
finds no fire lit, no supper ready, and his wife lying 
sick and prostrate. The husband rushes out to slay 
his brother, who has been accused by the wife of 
making a violent attack upon her, but the younger 
brother, being warned of his brother’s coming by 
one of the cows, takes to flight, and is pursued by 
the furious husband who wishes to slay him. When 
the younger brother is almost caught the Sun-god 
causes a river to come into being between the pursuer 
and the pursued, and the younger man succeeds in 
making the elder believe that he is innocent, and 
mutilates himself. The elder brother now becomes 
furious with his wife, and having gone back to bis 
house seizes her and cuts her in pieces, which he 
throws to the dogs. Tlie second part of the story is in 
reality quite independent of the first, and we need not 
concern ours(dves ahont it here. It has often been 
stated that the story of the younger brother Batau and 
the wicked wife is nothing more than the story of 
Joseph and the wicked wife of Potiphar, hut beyond 
the fact that the two women appear to have made use 
of much the same words, there is probably no more 
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connexion between tlie narrative of the Book of Genesis 
and the Egyptian story in a late XIXth Dynasty 
papyrus, than there is between it and the stories of 
the dozens of unfaithful women which could be 
collected from the various literatures of the world. 
If, however, there was any borrowing at all it was on 
the part of the Hebrew writer or copyist, for, as we have 
already seen, part of the Biblical narrative of Joseph is 
not older than the XXIInd, or even XXVIth Dynasty. 


Ea-men-m 1 -ra-setep-en-Ea, son of the Sun, Ambn- 
meses-heq-Uast. 

^ Of the circumstances which led to 

the occupation of the throne of Egypt 
^^37 by Amenmeses nothing is known, and 
the details of his life and reign that 
, I I have come down to us are very few. 

0 He adopted as his Horns name, “ Lord 

of festivals, like Amen,” or “Mighty 
“ bull, great one of two-fold strength, 
“stablished like [Ea],”^ and he gave 
himself tlie titles “Mighty Bull, be- 
“ loved of Maat, stabli§her of the two 
“ lands, lord of the shrines of Hekhebet 
and Hatchet, mighty one of wonders in the Apts” 


S'EIJ-HiJBU-jri-AMES', 

the Horns name of 



L i3aket-ur-iiu-re f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j I 
ler lie obtained any claim to tlie t 
IS motber or wife seems very doubtful, 
usurped tbe tlirone in the troubled 
iwed the reign of Menephthah, when, 
later, there was no central govenime 
fairs. In an inscription of Ainen-r 
by Lepsiiis,^ he is called “beautiful go( 
, divine essence coming forth from hii 
members, august child of Hera (?), set 
ivereignty in the North land,” and the 
“ Isis nursed him in the city of Khebit 
And relying on this statement, M. ! 
ided that the king was born in Khel 
id in the nome of Aphroditopolis.’* B 
lids a different view, which is probabl 


AAWVv AWVW 


AA/SAAA 
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correct one, that these words are not intended to he 
taken in a literal hut in a mythological sense, and 
that they indicate that the king was not intended from 
his hirth to ascend the throne, in other words, that he 
was not of royal descent. A somewhat similar thing is 
said of Tliothines III., who in an inscription^ relates 
the great gifts which the gods had hestowed upon 
him, and goes on to say that he was “ emanation 
of xin-r ut»f^ and was like the child Horns in Khehit,” 

Br. Brugsch argued from these words that the king 
“had been banished to the marshy country, difficult of 
“ access, so as to remove him from the sight of his 
“faithful subjects and to destroy all remembrance of 
“him.”- But they meant nothing of the kind, and 
were merely intended to convey to the reader the fact 
that the king identified himself with Horus, whose 
powers and attributes he assumed in consequence. 
Amen-meses carried out some repairs on the temple at 
Medinet liabu, where his name is found with those of 
Seti I. and Heru-em-heb as a “restorer of monuments”; 
in some places at Thebes he seems to have usurped 
buildings, and his name appears where it has no right 
to be. He built a tomb at Thebes in the Valley of 
the Tombs of the Kings (No. 10), a,nd he and his 
mother and wife were buried in it; the tomb consists 

1 Marietfce, Karnalc, pi. 16- 

“ EijyiJt under the Pharaohs, vol. i. p. 383. 
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of tliree corridors, tlie first of wliicli lias a small 
cliamber opening out of it, and two chambers, the 
second having in it four square pillars. The first 
chamber contains scenes in which liis mother is making 
oiferings to the gods, and the second scenes in which 
his wife is making adoration to various deities. Some 
of the pictures on the walls are also found among the 
series of vignettes which illustrate the text of the 
XVIIth Chapter of the Theban Recension of the Booh 
of tJ)e*2)eail. 


8- M 


CEIB 

Ra-khu-en-setep-en-Ra, son of the Sun, Sa-Ptah- 
mer-en-Ptah. 

^ Sa-Ptah, who was undoubtedly the 

successor of Amen-meses, appears to have 
owed his claim to the throne of Egypt to 
the fact of his marriage with the lady Ta- 

user, or Ta-nsert, (^kTPS2l‘ 
ail inscription at Sahal dated in the first 
year of the king’s roign we see the Prince 
[| kneeling 
in adoration before cartouches of the 
king, and a scene at AswAn represents the king seated 
upon his throne with this same Seti, who is doscrihed 
as a ‘‘ royal scribe, faiihearer on the right hand of the 


Kha.-v;m-khht!it, 




birtoplace of the king. We thus see that 8a- 
reproduees as his Homs name the words which 
mes III. applied to himself some hundreds of 
before. The exact length of the reign of Sa- 
is unknown. An inscription, found by Major 
, in the temple of Thothmes III. at Wadi Haifa 
13, mentions his sixth year, and another in the 
place mentions a “royal envoy’' or “king’s 
ager” to Syria, ^ and Nubia, 

from which we may perhaps assume that 
inication was kept up between the kings of Syria, 
he sliekhs of Nubia, but that Sa-Ptab assumed 
ight of rule over these countries is extremely 
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doubtful, Tlie “royal son of Kusli, a perinaneiit 
olScial in I^iibia could make tbe Nubian tribes bring 
gifts, but that is all. Ha-Ptab seems to have added 
nothing to the great temples of Egypt, and though he 
is depicted in reliefs at Silsila and at other places 
adoring the gods Amen, Ptah, Sekhet, and Nefer-Teiuu, 
such scenes are probably only commemorative of small 
repairs which he carried out. The king does not seem 
to have built a tomb for himself in the Valley of the 
Tombs, of the Kings at Thebes, and we must assume 
that his mummy was buried in the tomb of his wife Ta- 
usert ; hut it was removed during the disturbed times 
of the XXth Dynasty for safety to the tomb of Amen- 
hetep II., for it was found there early in 1898. The 
tomb of Queen Ta-usert (No. 14) was made on the plan 
usually adopted by royal personages, and consisted of 
three or four corridors and a number of rectangular 
chambers, the largest of which contained eight square 
pillars. The walls of the chambers were decorated 
with scenes representing the queen in adoration before 
various gods, and with texts from Chapters cxiv., elvi., 
clvii,, clviii., etc., of the Booh of the Bead. The tomb 
was usurped by Set-nekht, who plastered over most of 
the portraits of the queen which were on the walls, 
and who caused his own portrait to be drawn on the 
new plaster, together with his cartouches, titles, etc. 
The remains of the funeral temples of Ta-usert and Sa- 
Ptali were excavated by Professor Petrie in 189(3,^ and 

1 Temples at Thebes, London, 1897, p. 1311',, ijlata 22. 
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the evidence which he obtained by deduction from the 
foundation deposits apparently supports that which 
had been long ago obtained from the inscription of Ra- 
meses-kha-em~neteru-Bai^ at Aswiln. The temple of 
Ta-usert was situated between those of Mer-en-Ptah 
and Thothmes IV. ; the temple of Sa-Ptah lies to the 
nortli of the temple of Amen-hetep IT. Many of the 
foundation deposits and sandstone blocks are inscribed 
with tlie names and titles of the king, and many with 
those of the great chancellor who “ put an end to 
iniquity,” and raised Sa-Ptahi to the throne of Egypt. 
With the death of Sa-Ptah the XlXth Dynasty came 
to an end, and there seemed to be no man who had the 
power to take in his hands the sceptre of Egypt, which 
was once more falling into a state of lawlessness and 
anarchy. About this time a Syrian called Arsu, 
^ ^ ^ ^ whom more will be said later, 

succeeded in making himself master of a portion of 
Syria and Egypt, and he compelled sevei'al local 
chieftains to acknowledge his authority and to pay him 
tribute ; but for how long he continued to exercise his 
illegal authority cannot be said. 


le was Kliorfceneci to Bai ; compare 


CHAPTEE III. 


THE TWENTIETH DYNASTY. 




Ea-usr-khau-Ea-setep-en-Amen-meei, son of the Sun, 
Set-neeht-merer-Ea-mebee-Amen. 

^ Sa-Ptah was succeeded by a king 

called Set-nekht, or Nekht-Set, who 
seems to have been a relative, or con- 
„ nexion by marriage, of Eameses II., but 
we have no evidence which will show 
<=> how close that relationship or connexion 
was. His reign must have been very 
short, and it is probable that Set-nekht 
iCA-sEKHT-rK- \yag obliged to spend several years in 
^^set-Nekht.°* Conflict with the Syrian usurper Arsu and 
with his own relatives who, like himself, 
were descended from the great kings of the XIXth 
Dynasty, before lie could consider himself the actual 
ruler of Egypt. We find that he adopted a Horns 
name, but on account of the absence of inscriptions 


" j.; ; - . - I 
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dating from liis period we are unable to say wliat other 
titles he bestowed upon himself. Our knowledge of 
the condition of the country when he ascended the 
tlirone is derived from the great papyrus w-ritten by 
order of Kameses III., wherein wo read^ ; — “ The land 


“ of Oerat, 1 ^ (i.e., Egypt), had fallen into a 

“ state of ruin, and every man did that which it seemed 
“ right for him to do, and for very many years the 
“ people had no chief governor (literally, ‘ upper mouth,’ 


) who was able to maintain dominion 


“over the others. The land of Egypt was in the 
“ hands of the governors of the nomes, and among tlio 
“ nobles and lords of the land one killed the other [as 
“ he pleased]. There came a period after that of years of 
“want and great misery, and Arsu, ^ ’ 

“the Syrian made himself prince over them. He 
“ placed the whole country under tribute to him, and 
“each man gathered whatsoever he conld for himself, 
“and plundered the property of others, and they 
“ treated the gods in this manner likewise as well as 
“men, and the sacrifices which ought to have been 
“made to the gods hi the temples according to law 
“ were never offered np at all. Then the gods over- 
“thiew these men and brought peace into the country, 


i Seo Bircli, Facsimile of an Egyptian Hieratic Papyrus of 
Uameses JIT., London, ISTG, i>l. YS ; a translation of the whole 
papyrxis will be found in Records of the Past, 0,S., vol. vi. pp. 23- 
70 ; vol. viii. pp. 0-52. 

VOL. V. L 
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“ and they made the country to be what it ought to be, 
“ and fashioned it according to what was right. And 
“they stablished their son who had proceeded from 
“their members to be the Prince (Life, Strength, 
“Health!) of every land which was under their throne, 
“Eri-nsr-khau-setep-en-Efi-meri-iLmen, son of the Sun, 
“ Set-nekht-inerer-Eri-merer-Amen. And he became like 
“ Khepera-Set when he bnrneth with wrath and rageth, 
“ and he provided with ail things the land wdiieh was 
“ in a condition of revolt and misery, he slew all those 
“who were disloyal in the Land of the Inundation, 
“ ^ f @ ®SyP^)> purified the great 

“throne of Egypt. He became the sovereign Prince 
“of the two lands upon the throne of the god Tern. 
“ He gave himself to the reconstruction of the things 
“ which had fallen into a state of decay, and at length 
“every man regarded as his brethren those Avho had 
“ been divided from him as by a wall. He stablished 
“ the temples, and provided them with divine offerings, 
“and men made the offerings which they ought to 
“make unto the company of the gods according to 
“ their ordinances.” 

As soon as Set-nekht, or Nekht-Set, had established 
himself on the throne he appears to have associated 
his son Eameses III. with him in the rule of the 
country. A proof of this is supplied by a scene at 
Medinet Habu,’ where over a door are seen figures of 
two kings kneeling, one on each side of the sun’s 

* Lepsius, BenlcmaleTy iji. pi. 206. 
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disk resting on the horizon, cQd; the cai'touches on 
one side are those of Set-nekht, and the cartouches on 
the other are those of Kameses III. Of the building 
operations of Set-nekht we know nothing, but it is 
probable that he carried out a few pressing repairs,^ 
for his name has been found at Memphis and Karnak. 
The king was mummified, and was probably buried in 
the tomb of the queen Ta-usert, which he usurped, 
but if M. Loret is to be relied upon, his mummy must 
have been removed from it in the unsettled times of 
the XXth Dynasty to the tomb of Amen-hetep II,, 
which was found by him early in 1898. Some think 
that the tomb of Eameses III. in the Valley of the 
Tombs of the Kings at Thebes was begun by Set- 
nekht, for the name of this king can be distinctly 
traced in several places in the first three chambers. 
When Set-nekht died his own tomb was not finished, 
and his relatives seized the tomb of Ta-usert, and 
enlarged it by adding a corridor, and a large chamber 
with eight square pillars, and four small side chambers, 
and a sanctuary or niche for his statue at the end of it. 
The portraits of the queen in the entrance rooms were 
plastered over and the king’s portrait put in their 
places, but the whole work was so hastily executed 
that those who carried it out had not the time to make 
the necessary alterations in the grammatical construc- 
tion, etc., in the hieroglyphic texts which were rendered 
imperative by making them apply to a man instead 

1 Tiiey are tabulated -137 Wiedemann, ojp, cit., p. 490. 
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of a woman. We may note, before passing to tbe 
oonsicleration of the reign of Set-nekht’s great son 
Eameses III., that Prof. Wiedemann thinks ^ the 
Exodus of tile Israelites from Egypt is far more likely 
have taken place in the period which followed the 
of Seti II. than under Menephthah, because the 
condition of the country, with its lack of a central 
government and with uprisings on every side, was far 
more hivourable to the flight of the children of Israel 
after the death of Beti II. than earlier. 


2- m ^ (sjrifj] 

Ea-usr-Maat-mer-Amen, son of the Sun, Ea-meses- 


ICA-JfEKlIT- AA- 
BVTESIU, tlie 
Horusiiame of 
RsiniOBes III. 


Ea-messu III. or Eameses III., the 
Ehampsinitus of Herodotus, was the son 
of Set-nekht, with whom, for a short 
period, he had been associated in the 
government of the country. His Horus 
names were, “ Mighty Bull, great one of 
kings,” and “ Mighty Bull, beloved of 
Maat, stablisher of the lands”;- and ho 
styled himself, “ Lord of the shrines of 
Nekhehet and Uatohet, mighty one of 
festivals, like Ta-Thenen, <==???=> ^ , 

Id, mighty one of years, prince, 
491 ff. 

at-smen-taiu, 5 — ^ || 0 . 
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protector of Egypt, vanqiiislier of foreign lands, victor 
over the Sati (Asiatics), subduer of the Libyans, 
enlarger of Egypt,” etc. The youth -of Eameses III. 
must have been passed amid scenes of revolt and 
bloodshed, for in the summary of his reign given by 
him in the great Harris Papyrus, the few lines of text 
which describe his accession are followed at once by 
a summary of two or three of his great wars which he 
waged against the Libyan tribes and their allies. Of 
himself he says, “He (i.e., his father Set-nekht) ap- 
“ pointed me to be the BTpdt (or, hereditary chief) on 
“the throne of Seb, and I became the great chief 

“mouth, , of the lands of Qemt, and 

1 <CZ> F=q 

“ruler of the whole country, everywhere alike. . . . 
“Father Amen, the lord of the gods, and Ea, and Tern, 
“ and Ptah of the Beautiful Face made me to rise up 
“ as lord of the two lands upon the seat of my begetter, 
“ and I received the rank of my father with cries of 
“joy, and the whole country was content thereat, and 
“it was pleased, and rejoiced and was glad to see me 
“ the Euler of the two lands even as Horus ruleth the 
“two lands from the throne of Osiris. I was crowned 
“ with the Atef crown and the uraei. I fastened upon 
“myself the crown with the double plumes like 
“Ta-tenen, and I seated myself upon the throne of 
“ Heni-kliuti, being arrayed in the decorated apparel 
“ of royalty like Tem.”^ 


1 IlarriH Papyrus, Brit. Mas., No. 9900, plate 76. 
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In the lines which follow these words among’ 


hostile peoples are 


enumerated : — Shairetanad 
^ ; the Q,e- 


haqii/'* 


TO 

AAA^ 


^ j ; the Taanaiinaii/** 

I from their islands; the Tclialdreii/ 


I 'j ^ I ; the Puirsathan,"’ 
the Uasheslin of the sea/' 

the Saaaireu/ 


□ (a 

W 


^ I I 


lei'll] !]'& 


AAAAM V 

the Shasn/ X 
mer/ 




^ <2. '| ^ I ; Eehu, or Lebii- 
I * ^ ; the Mashuaashau 
Sabateu, 

t V “ "k ^ i ’ ^ ^ 

Shaiu, 

the Hasan, |~[] 1 ^ Bakaiiaii, 

^ ^ I ’ Liby^wi tribes. 

^ I.e., Sanliiiiis (?). Liliyans. 

^ Daiiaans (?) from Crete or Asia Minor. 

■* Teukrians (?) from Crete, “ Philistines. 

® Axiaiis from Ci’ete. ' Peojilo from Seir. 

*i Nomad Semites. ® Libyans of the sea. Maxyes. 
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Thfci tribes here mentioned and their allies seem to 
have been preparing for war for some years before 
they ventured to make a great attack upon Egypt, 
and it appears that Eameses III. made no attempt to 
check their preparations, -whilst he was himself making 
ready an army of snflBcient size and strength to make 
the victory of the Egyptians certain. The enemy, 
however, was strongyand had the practical sympathy 
not only of the tribes which were akin to him, but 
also of the dwellers in the Delta, and in the land which 
lay between Egypt and Syria. 

In the fifth year of Eameses III. the allied 
forces attacked Egypt under the leadership of Tit, 

; Mashaken, ^ liM j : 


^ 

Mareaiu, ^ 


> ; Tchamare, ^ 


ai 




al ; but their hosts were defeated, 
and they had the mortification of seeing about twelve 
thousand of their dead warriors mutilated.^ Large 
numbers of prisoners were tak§n, and Eameses III. 
tells us that he made many of them enter his service, 
and that when he had done so he garrisoned some of 
the larger cities of Egypt with them. 

Tliree years later, i.e., in the eighth year of 
his reign, an invasion of Egypt on its north-east 
frontier was threatened hj the allied armies of a 

^ ^ For the Egyptian text see D-fimichen, Ih'st. LiscTiriften, vol. ii. 

pi. 40. 
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number of ]iatioiis iind tribes, among whom were the 
Puirsatha or Philistines, and peoples from Crete and 
Cypi'us and from the northern shores of the Medi- 
terranean, who arranged their plan of attack in such 
a way that the invaders of Egyptian territory by sea 
might be assisted by their allies on land. Among the 
allies on land were many nations which had formerly 
been nnmbered with the Kheta, but which, owing 
eitlier to the weakness of the central government in 
Northern Syria or to its entire overthrow, had been 
drawn into the league of the Mediterranean sea-robbers, 
and so once again appeared as the foes of Egypt. 
Eameses III. collected his ships and his soldiers, and 
when all was ready he left Egypt, and passing through 
the famous frontier fortress of Tchar, made his way 
into Palestine ; we may assume that his soldiers who 
were in the ships were never very far from his soldiers 
on land, and that their movements were always care- 
fully regulated. At length the combatants met, and 
a fierce fight took place between them ; the site of the 
battle-field is unknown, but it cannot have been 
situated many days’ march from the fortress Tchar, 
and it is most probable that the battle was actually 
fought in Palestine. The Egyptians, thanks to 
the mercenaries, were victorious, and though the 
enemy appear to have fought with great bravery, 
they yielded by degrees and at length took to flight, 
and tried to reach their vessels, which seem to have 
been drawn up on the sea shore. They were follow^ed 
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by tlie Egyptians, who pursued them with vigour, and 
when the foe arrived at the coast and attempted to 
escape in their ships they found their course blocked 
by the ships of the Egyptian navy, and they were thus 
caught between two fires ; the allies dwelling on the 
Mediterranean coasts and the robbers on the high seas 
were completely defeated, and large numbers of them 
were killed or taken prisoners. 

The Egyptian annalist naturally magnifies this sea- 
fight in which his countrymen were so signally 
victorious, and rightly so, because the victory was 
all-important to the Egyptians ; had the enemy 
escaped in the ships of their allies they would have 
been free to repeat the exploits of their predecessors 
in the reign of Amen-hetep IV., which resulted 
in the downfall of the Egyptian power in Syria. 
Rameses III. having thus disposed of the enemy in 
Palestine marched up into Syria, and passing through 
the provinces which had once been in the possession of 
Egypt, attempted to make the people acknowledge his 
sovereignty, and also to pay him tribute as their 
ancestors had paid tribute to the kings of Egypt in the 
days of old. His attempt was not, apparently, very 
successful, if we may judge by the destruction which he 
wrought in the country, for he out down the fruit trees, 
and set fire to the standing corn, and laid waste whole 
villages, and looted and plundered in true Oriental 
fashion. When Rameses HI. returned to Egypt laden 
with spoil, the people probably thought that there was 
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to be a revival of tlie annual campaigns wliich bad 
formed such a prominent feature of the reigns of the 
great kings of the XVIIIth Dynasty, but if they did 
they were mistaken, for both in the sea-fight and in 
the raid which followed it, the Egyptians knew well 
that they had only saved themselves by the greatest 
good fortune, and that henceforth Egypt would have to 
guard herself with the utmost diligence if she intended 
to keep even the line of frontier fortresses in Iier own 
possession. 

Eameses III., having returned to Egypt, devoted 
himself to the work of building a palace and 
other edifices at Thebes, but before they were finished 
the peace of Egypt was again disturbed by the 
Libyans, who made a second attack upon the country 

under the leadership of Kapur,^ <rr> 'j ^ 1 3 ^.nd 

his son Mashasliare, LLT LLT 'j ^ , 

chiefs of the Mashauasha tribe. Eameses III. marched 
out to meet his foes, who had assembled in very large 
numbers, and if we may believe the Egyptian annalist 
it was the individual acts of bravery on the part of the 
king which won him the day. The gods Bar and 
Menthu seemed to have taken up their abode in the 
body of the king — for he was as terrible as they in 
battle, and the enemy believed that they had a super- 
natural being to contend witli. The Libyans “ were 


Pur llio text, see Dilmichen, Tiist, InscJcriften, vul. i. pi. xiii. 11. 
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siuTOimdecl by lire and their bones were burned to 
powder in their fleshy they marched on the land as 
if they had been marching to the place of slaughter; 
their hosts were massacred where they were, their 
dnonths were shut for ever, and they fell down at a 
'blow. Their captains who marched in front of them 
' were tied together like birds before the hawk whieli 
darts upon them from his hiding-place within the 
'wood. The soul of the enemy said for the second 
time that they would pass their lives on the frontiers 
of Egypt, and that they would till the valleys and 
plains thereof as their own possessions. But death 
came upon them in Egypt, and on their own feet they 
entered into the furnace which burnetii up filth, and 
into the fire of the bravery of the king who raged 
at them like Bar from the heights of heaven. All his 
limbs were endowed with the might of victory ; with 
his right hand he seized the multitudes, and his left 
stretched itself out over those who were in front of 
him and was like arrows against them to destroy 
them ; his sword cut like that of his father Menthu. 
Kapure, who had come to receive the adoration [of 
' tlio king], was like a blind man, and oast his weapons 
down upon the ground, and his army did likewise ; he 
uttered a cry for mercy which went up to the heights 
of heaven, and his son stopped his foot and his hand, 

. . . His Majesty fell upon . their heads like a 
granite mountain, and he crushed them utterly, and 
mixed the earth with their blood which ran down 
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‘‘ like water. Tlie soldiers were slaiigktered, and tlieir 
“ warriors slain ; [others] were captured and beaten, and 
‘‘their arms were tied together like the wings of geese 
“ on a boat beneath the feet of his Majesty. The Icing 
“ was like unto the god Meiithu, and his victorious feet 
“ rested upon the head of the enemy, whose chiefs were 
“smitten and held fast within his hand. . . . The 
“ enemy fell at the feet of his Majesty, and his captains, 
“ and his allies, and his soldiers were lost. His eyes 
“were smitten as if he had looked upon the form of 
“ the Sun, and his warriors came quickly leading their 
“ children and carrying gifts in their hands to malce 
“themselves the prisoners of his Majesty. . . . The 
“ lord of Egypt was [as] the fire of the goddess Sekhet 
“ among them, and he destroyed their hearts, and their 
“ bones were burned to powder in their bodies. All the 
“ country rejoiced to see the valour of Baineses [III.]. 
“ The enemy said, ‘ We have heard of the plans of the 
“fathers of onr fathers, and the breaking of onr backs 
“by Egypt hath arisen through them; we put our- 
“ selves ill revolt, aud we imagined that we could do 
“ what we pleased, and we rah at our own instigation 
“to seek the flame. The Libyans have troubled us 
“even as they troubled themselves; we have listened 
“ to their thoughts and the Are hath burned us up ; we 
“have sinned, and we have been punished for all 
“eternity. Their oifenee was to see the frontiers of 
“Egypt, and Menthu with the victorious arms who 
“ delightetli in battle, Baineses [III.] hath made them 
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are described as belonging to the ‘‘tribes of tlie Sliasu,” 

^ ra !] ® 'I ^ i M ® “d are 

thought to have lived on and about Mount Seir, and to 
be identical with the of Genesis xxxvi. 20; 

they may well have been Edomites. Some have 
thought that, because Eaineses III. included the names 
of certain Nubian countries in tlie lists of conquered 
lands which were inscribed upon his temples, he waged 
wars in Nubia, but this does not follow, for many 
of his lists are palpable copies of those of his ances- 
tors, and there is very good reason for doubting the 
historical character of many parts of them. If it be 
remembered that, according to the Egyptian evidence, 
fewer than 2500 Libyans were killed in the great battle 
of Raineses III. against the Libyans and their allies, 
and that fewer than 2500 were taken prisoners, we shall 
be able to estimate at their true worth the boastful 
rejoicings, which, when translated into words, he 
allowed to be inscribed on the walls of his temples. 
The punishment which Mer-en-Ptah inflicted upon the 
Libyans was much more severe, and there is little 
doubt that Ilameses III. wished fervently that his 
predecessor had followed up his advantage and pursued 
the Libyan 'king until he had caught him and killed 
him. 

The last few pages of the great Papyrus of Raineses 
HI. supply us with some valuable information con- 


‘ Miillor, Asiett imd Europa, p. la6. 
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ceruing tlie works wliich were carried on by tlie king, 
both arcbitectiiral and raining, and we find that for pur- 
poses of trade lie built a large well, ^ , 

in the country of Aaina, ^ j , i.e,, a 

district between Mount Casius and Eaphia on the 
road from Egypt to Syria, which he surrounded with a 
strong building twenty cubits square (?) and tliirty 
cubits high. Tlie object of this fortified well was, of 
course, that the royal caravans which passed that way 
from Syria into Egypt might be certain of always 
finding water for their camels there. Eaineses III. 
next built a fleet of large boats, ^ which he provided 
with crews, among whom were numbers of bowmen, 
and he directed them to trade on the Phoenician 
coast; - it seems, too, that the same fleet, or at any 
rate a part of it, went to the land of Piint, to the south 
of the Eed Sea, for the king declares tliat his ships 
returned laden with all the marvellous products of the 
country or region called Neter-taui, , and 

that they unloaded at the mountain of Qebti, or 
Coptos, i.e,, at some port near lyuser. We may then 
conclude that one fleet was kept in Mediterranean 
waters and another in the Eed Sea. 
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The copper industry of the Binaitic Peninsula was, 
apparently, re-started by Ilameses III., and envoys wore 
sent from Egypt to work the copper mines of Aathaka, 

1 (| , i.e., the (rebel ‘Ataka of the 

Arab authors, and the metal in ingots was brought in 
ships to the port for Egypt in the Eed Sea, and then 
loaded on asses and so carried by way of the Wadi 
Hammamat into Upper Egyi)t. Other officers were 
sent to work the turquoise inines in the Binaitic 
Peninsula, Mclfeh, and large numbers of fine 

genuine stones were carried to the king in Egypt. 
The greatest efforts were made by Piameses III. to 
ensure the success of his trading expeditions, and all 
his care seems to have been devoted to the development 
of new markets and the maintenance of the old ones. 
The mercenaries who were scattered throughout Egypt 
maintained peace, and as long as their wages were 
paid, and they were allowed to lead a life of com- . 
parative ease they were faithful enough ; their presence 
was now all-important to the Egyptians because it 
prevented the Shasu and the Rebu, or Libyans, from 
renewing their attacks on the country. 

The latter part of the reign of Bameses III. was an 
era of peace and plenty, and of great mercantile success, 
and the merchant princes of Punt and Syria feared not 
to come to Egyj}t with their wares because they Ivuew 
that Egypt was no longer a sovereign country bent on 
conquest, but a land ruled by a king whose aim was 
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the prosecution of successful commercial enterprise. 
The king says, “ I made the whole country to be 
“ covered with blossom-bearing trees, and I made all 
“the people to sit down (or, dwell) beneath their 
“shade. I made it possible for an Egyptian woman 
“to walk with a bold and free step whithersoever she 
“ pleased, and no man or woman among the people of 
“the land would molest her. In my time I made the 
“cavalry and the bowmen of the Shairetana and 
“ Qehaq to dwell in their towns, and to lie down stretclied 
“ out at full length on their backs, and they were not 
“afraid, because there was no fighting with Kush, 
Syrian foes, | ^ (|(| | 

Their bows and their weapons ol 
“ war were laid up inside their guard-houses, and they 
“ were filled with meat and drink which they partook 
“ of with rejoicings, and their wives and their children 
“were with them, and they looked not behind them 
“ because their hearts were glad.” ^ And in conclusion 
the king says that he gave entire freedom to gentle 
and simple, and to rich and poor, that he pardoned 
the malefactor and relieved the oppressed, and that he 
did that which was good both to gods and to men.^ 


Brit, Mus., Papyrus No. 9900, plate 78, 11. 9-12. 
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The facts of the history of the reign of liameses III. 
bear out the general accuracy of the above description 
of the state of the country, and it is easy to understand 
the rapidity with which Egypt lost her position of 
power among the nations after the death of Eameses III. 

Among the numerous buildings of Eameses III. must 
be specially mentioned the so-called “Pavilion of 


The Templo-Fortress of Ramoses III. at Medinet Habu. 

Prom a- photo;»raph by A. Beato, Ltixor. 


Eameses III.” and the Great Temple which he erected 
at Medinet Habu. The pavilion represents an attempt 
to reproduce in Egypt a small fort or strong city similar 
to the forts in use among the people of Northern Syria. 
It consisted of two rectangular towers about 72 feet 
high and 26 feet wide ; the walls behind them open out 
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and form a small court, but tliey soon contract, and 
come close together until finally the two wings of the 
building unite. On the south tower are sculptures in 
which the king is represented clubbing his enemies, i.e., 
the Ethiopians and the Libyans who live on the west 
bank of the Nile, and the chiefs of the Tulslia, or 
Tursha, and Mashauasha. Some of the chiefs here 
represented have the features of negroes, but the chief 
of the Mashauasha somewhat resembles a Semite. On 
the north tower are represented the chiefs of Asiatic 
and Mediterranean peoples, among them being the 
“ vile prince of Kheta, the vile prince of Amare,^^ or 

Amaiir, [j ^ cL or ^ , and 

the chiefs of the tribes of the Tohakaire, of the Shaire- 
tana of the sea, of the Shakalasha, of the Thuirsha of 
the sea, and of the Pulastha, or Philistines. In the 
space between the two towers are scenes in which the 
king is depicted in the act of worshipping the gods 

Anher-Shii, F=qi ^ P ^ ^ j Tefnut, Temu, lusaaset, 

$ n P o S\’ Sekhet, Thoth, and other 

gods. The walls of the upper rooms, which are 
entered by a staircase in the south tower, are decorated 
with reliefs in which the king is surrounded by a 
number of women who fan him or play the tambourine, 
and who bring him flowers and fruit and drink, etc, ; 
in some reliefs the king is seated and is playing- 
draughts with a naked woman who stand on the 
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other side of the table which supports the draught- 
board. 

The meaning of these scenes lias been'uiueh discussed, 
and many writers have thought it proved by them that 
tills portion of the building was used as a palace by 
the king, but as M. Daressy has said,^ the rooms are 
far too small ever to have been employed as a dwelling- 
place by Kameses III. and his train. The palace of 
Amen-hetep III. at Birket Habu and of his son Amen- 
hetep IV. at Khut-Aten, or Tell el- ‘Amarna, prove tliat 
the palaces of Egyptian kings consisted of large one- 
storied buildings, made of unbaked brick, which 
contained a great number of rooms wherein the only 
luxury apparent was in the decorations which adorned 
the walls. As there are no inscriptions with the 
reliefs we cannot say who the ladies with the king are, 
but some of them appear to be of royal rank, although 
the queen is not among them. M. Daressy is inclined 
to think that this portion Of the building »was used as a 
place where the king’s daughters were educated under 
the care of priestesses, but, on the other hand, it may 
have been the abode of the servants of the god Amen, 
to which the king only, as the incarnation of the god 
Amen on earth, had access. The Great Temple of 
Eameses III. was built by the king to commemorate 
himself, and it is, perhaps, the most interesting of all 
the funerary chapels on the Nile at Thebes; it 

i Koike explicative des mines de MSdinet Hahou, Cairn, 1897, 
p. 57. 
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measures 500 feet by IbO feet, and its •wails were 
ornamented with, scenes, and reliefs, and texts illustrat- 
ing the campaigns of the king. On the lower parts of 
the towers of the first pylon the reliefs represent the 
king clubbing a number of representatives of vanquished 
peoples, and near these are 86 captives, arranged in 
two rows, with their names enclosed within ovals on 


The first, Court of the Temple at Mcdiiiet Hahu. 

From a photograph hy A. Boato, Luxor, 


their bodies. The types ol features of these captives are 
Semitic, Northern Syrian, and Negro, but it is clear that 
the arrangement of the faces is an artificial one, and it 
does not follow that the features of any captive necessarily 
Pejiresent those which are suggested hy the name on 
his body. The list of names is made up of portions of 
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the lists of nations conquered by TliothmesIII,, Seti I., 
and Raineses II., and is of little value for purely 
historical purposes. The peoples represented are 
from Syria, Phoenicia, Cyprus, Libya, Kush, etc,, 
and the accompanying text describes in boastful 
language the king’s victory over the Libyans, 

In the first court are reliefs which describe his battle 
with the Libyans in the eleventh year of his reign, 
and texts which describe the chief events in it and 
give the amount of spoil taken ; in this court are seven 
rectangular pillars, in the front of each of which was a 
statue of the god Osiris, about twenty feet high. In 
the second court are reliefs which depict the defeat of 
the Mediterranean peoples and of their allies from 
Northern Syria. A great deal of damage was done to 
the temple by the earthquake which took place b.c, 27, 
and this is not to be wondered at when we remember 
that the foundations of the temple are only six feet 
deep, and that they rest upon a bed tf sand. At 
Karnak Raineses III, built a temple in honour of the 
god Khensu, the third member of the Theban triad, but 
the greater part of its decoration was completed by 
Rameses IV, and by others of his successors ; he also 
built a small temple near the great temple of the 
goddess Mut. 

At Tell el-Yahudiyeh, i.e., the Mound of tlio 
Jewess, Rameses III, built a small palace which 
eontainecl a chamber lined with beautifully glazed 
tiles ornamented with floral designs, and figures 
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of birds, and animals, and representatives of foreign 
conquered tribes and nations ; a large .number of the 
finest examples of these tiles were acquired by the 
British Museum through the exertions of the hite 
Rev. Greville J. Chester, B.A., and they form one 
of the most interesting groups of the objects in 
faience exhibited in that institution.^ That Tell el- 
Yahudiyeh represents the site of the temple which 
Onias, the high-priest of the Jews, built at Onion in the 
reign of Ptolemy Philometor I. seems clear enough, but 
it is not so evident what ancient Egyptian city once 
stood there. Some have thought that the site is that 
of the city of Heliopolis, but this seems hardly possible; 
there may, however, have been a northern and a 
southern part of the city which were called “ Annu 
Meht” and ‘‘Annu Eesu” respectively, especially as 
we learn from the great Papyrus of Rameses III. that 
he built “ the palace of Rameses [III.], prince of Annu, 
“in the House of the Sun to the north of Annu,”® and 
that he called this palace “ the palace of millions of 
“years of Rameses [III.], prince of Annu.”® The 

* See Brugsch Bey, On et Onion in. liecueil, tom. viii. p. Iff. j 
Trans. 80c. Bihl. Arch., vol. YU. -p. 

i § 

(piale xxis. 8). 
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of millions of years” was dedicated to 
Ka-Harmachis, and this suggests at least that the site 
of the palace of Eameses III. was in or near Heliopolis. i 
of the ancient temples of Egypt were either 
rebuilt or repaired by Eameses III., and his name is 
upon their remains in many places between the 
Mediterranean Sea and Wadi Haifa. The temples, 
which he most favoured were those of 
Amen-Ea at Thebes, Teinu at Heliopolis, and Ptah at 
Memphis, and the enumeration of the offerings which 
he made to the gods and of the gifts of gold, silver, 
copper, scented woods, precious stones, linen, perfumes, 
incense, wine, bread, cakes, oxen, sheep, feathered 
fowl, fish, fruit, flowers, garden-herhs, statues, etc., fills 
dozens of large sheets of papyrus. An idea of the 
magnitude of his gifts may be gathered from the follow- 
: — To the three gods he gave, besides other 
>6 images, 113,433 men, 490,386 oxen and 
cattle of various kinds, 1 , 071,780 aruras of land, 
614 vineyards and orchards, 88 boats, 160 towns of 
Egypt, 9 towns of Syria, 324,750 bundles of fodder, 
bundles of flax, 426,965 water-fowl, 1 , 075,635 
scarabs, etc., 2 , 882,650 sacks of fruit, 353,919 
geese, 355,084 blocks of salt and natron, 6 , 272,431 
4-90 000 fish, 19 , 130,032 measures of 


exenvated by the late ] )r. II. BrugscU 
E. Bragseh Bey and Mr. E. LI. (ndhltii ; 
described: by himscli' in the AiiiUpdtieti of 
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- vegetables, 1,933,766 jars of honey, oil, etc., 48,236 
images of Ilapi, and 5,279,552 bushels of corn, etc. 
In Syria, | {[] ^ Tcha, Eameses III. built 

a “ hidden temple, (I ^ , like unto the 

“horizon of the heaven above” in the region called 
P.-KaBfma, ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

some identify with a city in Galilee,^ and others 
with the country of Canaan.® This temple was dedi- 
cated to the Sun-god, and the Asiatics of Eetennu, 


hastened to 


‘0 ’ 


bring their offerings to it. 

Eameses III. built a magnificent tomb for him- 
self in the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings, and 
though not as fine a piece of work as the tomb 
of Eameses II., it is certainly one of the largest 
and most interesting of all the royal tombs at 
Thebes. It is commonly known as the “ Tomb of the 
Harper,” or, “Bruce’s Tomb”; the first name is given 
to it because it contains two famous scenes in which 
harpers are depicted playing harps before the gods 
An-her, Shu, and Temu, and the second because it was 
discovered by the great traveller James Bruce (born 
December 14th, 1730; died 1794). The tomb was 
begun by Set-nekht, the father of Eameses III., who 
hewed out the first three chambers, and in places 


* Masporo, Hist, Anc,, tom. ii. p. 473. 
Aliillor, Asien und Europa, p. 203. 
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wliere the plaster has fallen away his name may yet be 
read. It is about four hundred feet in lengthy and is 
remarkable for the side chambers which open off the 
corridors, two from the first and eight from the second. 
The walls of the chambers, etc., are ornamented with 
scenes in which the king is represented worshipping 
the gods, and with texts extracted from the ‘‘ Book 
of praising Efi,” and from the “Book of that which 
is in the Underworld,’^ etc. The red granite mono- 
lithic sarcophagus of the king was found in the large 
hall with eight square pillars at the end of the 
tomb, and is in the form of a cartouche, CIZ> ; it is 
covered inside and outside with scenes and inscriptions 
from the “ Book of that which is in the Underworld,” 
and is now preserved in the Museum of the Louvre 
at Paris. Its cover was brought to England by 
Gr. Belzoni (died at Gato in Benin, December 3rd, 
1823), and was presented to the University of 
Cambridge in 1823 ; it was for many years allowed to 
lie exposed to the ill effects of the weather on the top 
of the steps of the Eitzwiliiam Museum, Cambridge, 
but it is now inside the building itself.^ The mummy 
of the king was found among the royal mummies 
brought from Der al-Bahari, and is now in the 
Egyptian Museum at Cairo. It had, in ancient times, 
been deposited in the coffin of Queen Nefert-ari, and 

^ SoK Bircli, Antiqmrian Oomhiuiiications, rol. iii. pp. 371-378 ; 
iuul luy tkiialogueofthe E'jiUjUan Museiun in the Fitsti'inkm M uticuvi, 
C’amlrjcJpe, Cambridge, 1893, p. I ff. 
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was for some time regarded as 
lier mummy ; but when it was 
unrolled on June 1st, 1886, it 
was seen from the hieratic 
writing on the bandages that 
it was certainly the mummy of 
Eameses III., and that new 
linen bandages had been pro- 
vided for it in the 9th year of 
the high-priest of Amen-Ra, 
Painetchem I., about b.o. 1100. 
According to M. Maspero,^ the 
features of Rameses III. re- 
semble those of his great an- 
cestor Piameses II., but are 
somewhat softer, and finer, and 
more intelligent ; his figure, 
however, is less straight, the 
shoulders are narrower, and there 
is less vigour in it. 

If Eameses III. did not be- 
come one of the most powerful 
of the Theban heroes of Egypt, 
it was not due to any want of 
energy or ability on his part, 
but to the feebleness of the 
century in which he was born 


Muramyof 
King Bameses III, 





isceuded tlie throne of Egypt tlie country was 
>verished, and was without soldiers and ships and 
3y ; on the west the Libyans hud seized some of 
possessions, and on the nortli-eust her allied 
]ies were threatening an attack by sea. During 
diirty-two years of his reign he built a fleet of war 
merchant ships, and formed an army of natives and 
■enaries, and re-established the commerce of Egypt 
road lines. 

nvards the close of his reign a conspiracy was 
bed by a number of the ladies of the court, 
were helped by certain high officials, the 
it of which was to kill or depose the king 
set in his place upon the throne of Egypt one 
ta-iirt, the son of the royal concubine (?) Thi,^ who 
ed that her son should reign instead of one of the 
of the “ royal wife, the great lady, the lady of 
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Palca-Ka, and Eebii-inini ; beside tliese a number of 
other officials were also implicated in tlie conspiracy. 
The lady Thi and her friends selected Paibakakamen 
the steward for their chief confidant, because his high 
position at court made him practically above suspicion, 
and he was free to go where he pleased and do what 
he liked without question. It was he who carried the 
details of the plot from Thi to the mothers and 
brothers of her sympathizers, and it was he who 
advised the officials who were his subordinates how 
to act. The downfall or death of the king was to 
be brought about by inciting the Egyptian troops 
stationed in Nubia to revolt and to attack Egypt, and 
by stirring up the people of Egypt themselves to rise 
at the moment of revolt, and to join the rebels in 
working the ruin of the existing government. The 
commander of the troops in Nubia was favourable to 
the plot, for his sister was one of the court malcontents, 
and she had won him over to the cause of Thi and her 
son Pen-ta-iirt. Not content with the means here 
described, the conspirators took into their service a 
certain cattle inspector called Hui, who had the re- 
putation of being a great magician, and having obtained 
for him from the Boyal Library at Thebes a book ot 
magic, they directed him to do such things as would 
result in the death of the king and his friends. Hui 
made figures of men in wax and amulets which were 
inscribed with words of magical power, and these he 
introduced into the palace by means of a man whom 
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he bewitched by his magic. The amulets were intended 
for the ladies in the conspiracy, who by means of them 
hoped to make themselves irresistible to the oflicials 
whom they wanted to win over to their side, but the 
wax figures seem to have been designed to work evil 
on the king. But in an evil hour for the conspirators 
the plot was revealed to the king, with the result 
that the ringleaders were at once arrested. Eameses 
appointed a commission of inquiry, and having told 
the members thereof to investigate the matter quickly 
and thoroughly, he ordered that those who were found 
guilty of death should commit suicide, and that those 
who were condemned to suffer punishments of a less 
serious nature should undergo them without his knowing 
anything about it. The king would give the members 
of the commission none of the information which had 
been communicated to him by the man who revealed 
the plot to him, for he wushed the matter to be 
tlireshed out by the usual legal — or illegal — means 
employed in such cases. 

The commission consisted of eleven judges, six of 
whom tried the officials who were connected with 
the court or liartm, and whose offences were not 
considered to be sufiieiently grave to warrant the 
sentence of death being passed upon them ; the 
punishments inflicted by the court of six judges were 
probably beating with sticks on the back or feet, and 
slitting of the nose and ears. The court of five judges 
tried Pen-ta-urt, the son of Thi, and his friends the 
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general of the bowmen in Etliiopia, certain scribes of 
the “Double House of Life,” a high-priest of the 
goddess Sekhet, Paibakakamen the steward, and others, 
and found them guilty of carrying out the plans of the 
lady Thi, and of inciting the soldiery and people to 
rebellion, and of having full knowledge of the con- 
spiracy and of making no report on the same to the 
king. The commander-in-ohief of Nubia seems to have 
escaped death, probably because his sister was a lady 
in the harim, but all the ringleaders were sentenced to 
death, which they were compelled to suffer by their 
own hands; and forty men and six women seem to 
have been executed. Concerning the would-be king, 
Pen-ta-urt, it is said, “ Pen-ta-urt, wdio is also known 
“ by another name, was brought before the court and 
“ charged with complicity in the conspiracy which his 
“mother Thi made with the women of the Tianm, and 
* “ with acting in a manner hostile to his lord the king ; 
“having been examined by the officers of the court the 
“judges found him guilty, and they sent him away to 
“ his house where he took his own life.” Towards the 
end of the case against the ordinary officials of the 
hartm, it was found that three of the six judges who 
were trying them had been concerned in the plot, and 
they were degraded and tried forthwith and eventually 
sentenced to death.’^ It is interesting to note that 

1 For the texts and translations see Dev^ria, Le Papyrus Jucliciaire 
lie Turin et les Papyrus Lee et Bollin, Paris, 1868; and Bnigsch, 
JSgypt under the Pharaohs, vol. ii. p, 164. 
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i La con^'iction presque s’impose qne Vhomme fnfc revetii vivant 
du maillot. HisL Anc., tom. ii.p. 4^ 


certain of the criminals who were of high rank, and 
who -were probably nearly related to the king, w^ere 
allowed to commit s’yiicide, or at least choose their own 
manner of death, in their own houses, in order that 
their families might be spared the disgrae^ which would 
necessarily attach itself to death at the hands of the 
common executioner... 

By what manner of death Pen-ta-urt died cannot 
be said, but it was probably by poison. Among the 
mummies which M. Maspero found at Der al-Bahan 
was one which may well be that of Pen-ta-urt; 
it was enclosed in a simple, uuinseribed coffin 
painted white, and it is evident that the body was not 
prepared in any way before it was turned into a 
mummy, for it was laid in a thick layer of linen and 
then swathed. The hands and the leet are tied 
together with strong bandages, the hands being clenched 
and the feet drawn up as if under the influence of some * 
terrible pain; the abdomen has collapsed, the chest 
and stomach are thrust forward, the head is thrown 
back, and the lips are drawn tightly away from the 
teeth. M. Maspero is of opinion that the deceased 
was bandaged alive, ^ but the appearance of the body 
rather suggests that he died in great agony from the 
result of some strong irritant poison, and that the 
bandaging was done after rigor mortis had set in. 
But whatever the cause of death, the man must have 
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been of royal rank, otherwise he would not have been 
found with the other royal mummies at Der al-Bahari. 

From the great papyrus of Eameses III. we learn 
that this king assembled the nobles of his kingdom in 
solemn conclave in the thirty-second year of his reign, 
and associated his son with him in the rule of the 
kingdom; it seems that the joint rule of father 
and son lasted for four years.’- The chief wife of 
Raineses III. was called Ast, but it appears that she had 
also another name ; her father’s name was IJlu-bunu- 

re-tohaBth 

sons of Rameses III. were called after the names of the 
sons of Rameses II., e.g., Pa-Ra-her-nnami-f, Menthu- 
her-khepesh-f, Meri-Tem, Kha-em-Uast, Araen-her- 
khepesh-f, Rii-meses-meri-Amen, etc.’^ As might be 
expected, tradition as preserved by G-reek writers 
busied itself with the name and deeds of Rameses III,, 
and it is interesting to note how the common facts of 
his history became distorted in the hands of authors 
who repeated popular accounts of him, and avIio added 
to or altered them to suit their individual views and 
fancies. According to Herodotus (ii. 121), Rameses 
III., or as he calls him Rhampsiiiitus, 'Pafi^jrivLTo^, 
was the son of Proteus, the successor of Pheron, 


* Maspero, Hid., p, 481. , / ' 

» ana Bnnriant K*™ fl] q H \ ^ J “7 J jS] 

Livrc des RoL-, p. 88. ^ 

Seo Ermau in A&jyptisclw Zeiischrift, 1881, p. 61. 
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the successor of Sesostris, and of him he relates the 

following;— . 

“After tlie deceasse of Protbens, Eampsinitus tooke 
“ iippon liym tlie rule of tlie coimtrey, who in memorie 
“ of liimselfe, lefte beliynde hyra certayiie porches of 
“ stone, ^ planted westward agaynst the temple of 
“Ynlcane,^ right oner agaynst tlie whych, stoode two 
“images fyue and twentye cnhites in length. One of 
“ the which standyng northerly, they call sommer, and 
“the other lying to the west, they tearme winter, 
“contrary to all reason and order. This King in 
“ahonndanee of wealth, and plenty of coyne,^ so farre 
“excelled all those that came after hym, that none 
“conlde go beyonde him, no not approcli neere nnto 
“hym in that kynde : wherefore desirous to possesse 
“ hys goodes in safetie, hee builto hym a treasnrie or 
“jewell-honse of stone," one of the wailes whereof 
“ bounded upon the outsyde of hys conrte. In framing 
“whereof, the workeman had wrought thys subtile 
“coniieyance, one stone in the wall hee layde in that 
“ forte, that a man might easily at pleasure plucke it in 
“ or out, which notwithstanding serued so fittingly to 
“place, that nothing conlde be discerned. When the 
“building was finished, the King caused his treasure to 

1 The priiitod text of B.R. actually lias KamiwiniLus (Fol. 301a). 

Qr., TO, TTpovvhaia. 

3 I.e., the temple of Ptalj at Memphis. 

■i Compare tlie extract from Diodorus on p. 185. 

5 Some chamber in the “Pavilion” of lliimeBOs III. at Mmlinot 
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“be broRgiit into it, minding hencefortli to be secure 
“ and to lay aside all feare of misfortune. In processe of 
“time, tliis cunning artificer lying at tbe poynt to 
“ dye, called unto liim bis two sonnes, and disclosed 
“ unto tliem in wliat manner lie had prouided for theyr 
“good estate, in leaning a secret and most priuy 
“passage into the King’s treasurie, whereby theyr 
“whole lyfe might be lead in most happy and blessed 
“condition. In briefe, he shewed them all that was 
“ done by hym, delyuering them the just measures of 
“ the stone, that they mighte not bee deceyued in laying 
“it agayne, whychthetwo young yonthes welhnarking, 
“thought from that tyme forwards to be of the Kings 
“counsayle, if not of hys court, and to become the 
“priuy surueyers of hys Jewell-house. Theyr father 
“beeing dead, they made no long delay to put in 
“execution theyr determinate purpose, but repayring 
“ to the court by night, they found the stone, which 
“with small force remoouing it from the place, they 
“ sped themselues wyth plentie of coyne, and so departed. 
“ In shorte s]3ace after the King entering hys treasurie, 
“ and fynd 3 aig the vessels wherein hys money lay to be 
“somewhat decreased, was exceedingly amazed, not 
“knowing whome to accuse, seeyng both hys seales 
“ whyche he had set on the dore, untouched, and the 
“ dore fast locked at hys eommyng thyther. Howbeit, 
“ repayring sundrie tymes to beholde hys wealth, and 
“cuormore perceyuing that it grewe lesse and lesse, 
“ deuised with hymselfe to beset the place where hys 
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‘ money lay Avith certayne greens or snare.s to entrappe 
‘ tlie tlieefe in. These subtile mereluiunts accordying 
theyr former wont approcliing the spring head 
'‘where they had dronke so oft before, one of them 
“went in, and grouping for the money, was so fast 
“intangled in a snare, that for hys lyfe hee wist not 
“how to shifte, but seeyng hymselfe in these braakes 
“ hee called hys brother, to whome he disclosed his euill 
“happe, willing hym in any wise to cut off hys head 
“least beeyng knowne who hee was, they both myght 
O "kriQ aornftfl With the same sauce. His brother hearing 
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‘‘called the other brother unto her, adnising him by 
“some meanes or other, to tahe awaye his brothers 
“ body and burie it, threatening moreouer, that in case 
“he neglected to accompli she it wyth speede, shee 
“wonlde open all hys thefte and treacherie to the 
“Kyng. Whoine her soniie endeiionring wyth many 
“woordes to persuade, and nought auayling (so tender 
“was her affection towardes her childe) hee set hys 
“wittes abroache to the framing of some subtyle 
“ coneepte, to beguyle and inueigle the Kyngs watche- 
“men. Pannelling sertayne Asses whyche hee loaded 
“ wyth bottels of sweete wyne, hee proceeded forwarde 
“wyth hys carryage, tyll suche tyme as hee came 
“ agaynste the place where the watche laye, where 
“ priuily unstopping one or two of hys bottles, the wyne 
“flowed out in greate aboundance, whereat, fayning as 
“ though hee had beene besydes hymselfe, hee piteously 
“ cryed out, tearing hys hayre add {sio) stampyng as 
“one bitterlye ignoraunte whyche to remedye fyrste. 
“ The keepers seeyng the wyne gushe out so fast, ranne 
“hastely wyth pottes and Cannes to receyue it least all 
“should bee lost, but the dryuer (who had alreadye 
“ cast hys plotte) seemed lieereat muche more iiiraged 
“ than before, tauntyng and raylyng at them wyth most 
“ bitter and reuiling woordes. Contraryly, the watch- 
“men geuing him very fayre and gentle language, hee 
“seemed better contented, leadyng asyde hys Asses 
“ out of the way to newe girde them, and place his 
“carriage in better order, Manye woordes grewe 
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»bet.weene them wliyles lie was addressing liys Asses 
‘‘to proeeede on theyr waye, till that one of them 
“bolting foortli a merry iest, caused liyni to laugh 
“liartily, so that lyke a good fellowe, he bestowed 
“ amongst them a bottle of wyne, which conrtesie they 
“ all tooke in very good parte, requesting liym to sitte 
“wytli them for companye, and drinke parte of liys 
“owne cost. Whereto hee willingly consenting, they 
“ dranke a caronse, every man hys cannikin, tyll the 
“wyne began to rnnne of the lyes, whyche thys 
“coapesmate perceyning, set abroach another bottle, 
“and began to qnaffe afreshe, whyche set my keepers 
“in such a tantarra, that beeyng well wetted, they set 
“more by three drammes of sleepe, than syxe ounces of 
“ witte. When all was hushe, and the watchmen fast 
“asleepe, hee tooke the body e of hys brother, and in 
“ mockage, shauing off the hayre of theyr right cheekes, 
“he returned home, beyng right gladly enterteyned of 
“ hys mother. The Kyng seeyng hys deuises no better 
“to proceeds, but for ought he coulde imagine the 
“ theefe still beguyled hym, waxed woonderous wrath ; 
“howbeit, determining to leave nothing unattempted, 
“ rather then to let such a villayne escape scot free, he 
“ built yet another trappe to catch the foxe in. He 
“had at that time abiding in hys courts a goodly 
“ gentlewoman, his onely daughter, whome he tenderly 
“loued from her childhood. This Lady he made of his 
“ counsayle, willing her by the duety of a chylde, to 
“abandon chastity for the time, making hirselfe a 
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‘‘ common stalarit for all that would collie^ on condition 
“they should e sweare to tell her the subtilest and the 
“ sinfullest prancke that ever they hud played in all 
“theyr lyfe tyme, and who so confessed the facts lately 
“atchieued in imbesileing the Kings treasure; and 
“ stealing away the theefe, him to lay hold on, and not 
“suffer to depart. The gentlewoman obeying her 
“ fathers will, kepte open house, having a greate repayre 
“ unto her out of all partes of the countrey. Now the 
“theefe whyche knewe full well to what intente the 
“Kyng had done thys, desirous to bee at oast wyth 
“hys daughter for a nighte, and fearing the daunger 
“ that myghte ensue, beeyng of a verie pregnaunt and 
“ readie witte, deuised yet another shifts wherewythall 
“to delude the Kyng : he strake off the hande of hys 
“brother that was dead, and closely carying it under 
“ his cloake, he repayred to the place where the Kings 
“ daughter lay, who demaunding hym the question as 
“ she had done the rest, receyued of him this aunswere, 
“ that the sinfullest acte that ever he committed, was to 
“ cut off his brothers head, being inueigled in a snare 
“ in the Kings treasurie, but the subtilest in that he had 
“ deceyued a fort of dronken asses, whome the King had 
“ appoynted to watch the body. The Lady that had 
“ listned to his tale, hearing the newes she longed for, 
“ stretched out her hand to lay hold on him, who sub- 
“tilly presenting her with the hand of his brother 
“ (which beeing darke, she fast gripped instead of his 
“ owne), he eonneyed himselfe from her and was no more 
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“ seeiie. The King lieereof aclnertised, was stricken witli 
“ so great admiration as well of his wit in denising, as 
“his hoklnesse in aduen taring, that forthwith lie eainsed 
notice to he geiien throughout all partes of his goiierne- 
“ ment, that in case the party whiche had done these 
“ thinges woulde disclose himselfe, and stand to his 
“ mercy, he woulde not only yceld him free pardon, but 
“ also indue and honour him with so princely rewards 
“ as %vere fit for a person of such excellent wisedome, 
“ My yonker yeelding credite to the Kings promise, eamo 
“foorth in presence, and described himselfe, with 
“ whome Bampsinitus ioyninghis daughter in marriage, 
“ did him the greatest honour he could deuise, esteeming 
“him for the wisest man that lined upon the earth, 
“holding it for eertayne, that the Egyptians excelled 
“all others in wdsedom, amongst whome he judged none 
“ comparable to hym. The same King (say they) whiles 
“ he was yet lining, trauelled so far under the ground, 
“ till he came to the place which the Graecians call the 
“ seates infernall, where he played at dyce with the god- 
“ desse Ceres, and sometimes winning, soinotimes losing, 
“he returned againe at length, being rewarded by her 
“with a mantle of gold. In the meane space while 
“Bampsinitus undertooke this voyage to hell, the 
“Aegyptiaiis kept holyday, j)rolonging the celebration 
“till such time as he retyred haeke againe, which 
“soleinne ohseruanee, since our memory hath been 
“ diiely celebrated. But whether this be the cause of 
“that sacred festiuall, I dare not auowe, howheit, the 
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^‘priests shewed me a certayne cloake, woiien in tlie 
“space of one (iaye*wlierewitli once a yeare they attyre 
“some one of theyr petie vicares, blinding inoreouer 
“ hys eyes wyth a myter. Beeing in thys sorte attjred, 
“ tliey conduct hyin to the hyghway that leadeth to 
“ tlie temple of the goddesse Ceres, whereafter they 
“ hane placed hyin, they leane hym grabling in that 
“ place, and departe their waye. To whome incontinently 
“resorte two wolues, conducting the priest to the temple 
“ aforesayde, whyche is distaunte from the city twentie 
“ furlongs, where hauing accomplished certayne rytes, 
“ the wolues leade hym backe agayne to the same place. 
“All these thy ngs they doubt not to reports for certayne 
“ true, which we leaue to euery mans lyhing to iudge of 
“ them as they deserue. For myne owne parte I hane 
“ thought it meete to make relation of such things as 
“I heard amongst them, going no farther in many 
“ thyngs than hearesay,” According to Diodorus (i. 62) 
when Proteus died, “ his son Eemphis succeeded him, 
“ who spent all his time in filling his coffers, and 
“heaping np wealth. The poorness of his spirit, and 
“ his sordid covetousness was such, that they would not 
“suffer him to part with anything, either for the 
“worship of the gods, or the good of mankind; and 
“therefore, more like a good steward than a king, 
“ instead of a name for valour and noble acts, he left 
“ vast heaps of treasure behind him, greater than any 
“ of the kings that ever were before him : for it is said 
“ he had a treasure of four hundred thousand talents of 
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‘'gold and silver/’ In confirmation of lliis statement 
may be mentioned the words of Herodotus (n. 121:), who 
says that in the reign of Ehampsinitiis there was a 
perfect distribution of justice, and that all Egypt was m 
a high state of prosperity. This prosperity was the 
result of the successful trading which liameses HI. 
carried on by means of his ships in the IMediterranean 
and Eed Sea, and of the freedom which every merchant 
enjoyed in managing his own business in his own way. 






Ea-usr-Maat-setep-en-Amen, son of the Sun, 
meses-meri-Amen-Ra-heq-maat. * 


Ra-meses IV., “ the prince of Ma/it, the beloved of 
Amen-Ra,” was the son of Raineses III., and he was 
associated in the rule of the kingdom during the last 
four years of his father’s life. His Horns name appears 
to have been, “ Mighty Bull, living in kliiat, the lord of 
festivals, like [his] father Ptah-Tanen,” ^ and he styled 
himself “ Lord of the shrines of Nekhebet and TJatchet, 
“protector of Egypt, smiter of the Kiiie Bows, the 
“Horns of gold, mighty of years, great of strength, 
“ prince, child of the gods, who maketh the two lands 
“to exist.” Raineses IV. reckoned the years of Ins 
reign from the time when he became co-regent, but 





tS8 the road to the red sea [B.c.1166 

130 (luarrymen and masons, 5000 soldiers with tlieir 
officers, 2000 of Pharaoli’s workmen, 50 Matcliain or 
police, a large inimber of scribes and other officials, and 

SOOoftheAperiu. ^ ^ ^ j , wlio belonged 

to the tribes of the neighbourhood. The total number 
of men engaged in the expedition was 8388 men, and 
900 men died of hard work, or disease, or wounds, 
between the time of its leaving Egypt and the time 
of its return. Provisions for the expedition were taken 
from Egypt in ten carts or waggons, each of which 
was drawn by twelve oxen, and by large numbers ot 
men who brought loads of bread, fish, and garden 
produce ; the work which the expedition was sent to 
perform was inaugurated or finished by a solemn feast, 
at which oxen and calves were sacrificed, and incense 
burned, and libations of wine poured out, and songs 
of praise sung. 

Rameses IV. carried out certain small repairs at 
Memphis, Tell el-Yahudiyeh, Abydos, and Karnak, 
his name being found on several buildings at this 
last-named place; as his prenomen was so much 
like that of Baineses II. he was able to usurp tbe 
buildings of his great ancestor without much trouble.- 
Kameses IV. built a large tomb for himself in the 
Valley of the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes on a 
somewhat unusual plan. It is entered by a staircase 
with an inclined plane in the centre, made, probably, 
to enable the stone sarcophagus to he lowered easily 
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into the tomb, and consists of three main corridors, 
six side chambers, and the large hall which contains 
the granite sarcophagus. The walls are, for the most 
part, ornamented with scenes and texts of chapters from 
the “Book of -the Grates,” and with large figures of 
various gods who are occupied in preventing the king 
from being hindered by the fiends and demons who would 
obstruct his passage in the underworld ; on some of 
the walls are scenes and extracts relating to the passage 
of the sun through the hours of the night in the under- 
world. The mummy of the king was, presumably, 
buried in this tomb, but as it was found in the tomb of 
Amen-lietep II. in 1898, it must have been removed 
from its original resting-place to that tomb during the 
period towards the close of the XXth Dynasty, when 
so many of the royal sepulchres in that neighbourhood 
were broken into and plundered by professional robbers 
of tombs, 

¥ (EHME] 

Ka-usb-Maat-sekhei’eh-en-Ra, son of the Sun, 
Ea - MES - F - su - Amen - meri- Amen. 

Eameses V. is thought to have been the brother of 
Eameses III. by some, and the son of Eameses III. by 
others;^ he reigned about four years, and adopted 

See Seibo, Unfersuehmgen mr OcscMchte tind Altertlimnskunde 
Aef/ijpiens,ii. 59; Maspero, ffis#. Anc., tom. ii. p. 482 ; aiul Brugacli, 
Egypt under the Pharaohs, Yol. ii. p. 178. 
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as liis Horu8 name “Miglity Bull, olilaHt Amen, 
He built a tomb for himself in the 
•^ley of the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes, but it was 
afterwards usurped by his successor Humeses YL ; his 
mummy was, presumably, buried in it, though it was 
found in the tomb of Araen-hetep II. in 1898, where it 
had been removed for safety during the troubled times 
' at the close of the XXth Dynasty. His building 
operations and repairs were insignificant. 


Amen-Maat-meri-neb, son of the Sun, • Ea-meseb- 
Amen-neter-heq-Annu . 

Eameses YI. was the son of Eameses III., but some 
tliink that he never ascended the throne of Egypt. 
His Horns name was “Mighty Bull, great one of 

might, vivifier of the two lands,” — a ^ 

£, I p 11^ and ho styled himself “ Lord of the 

shrines of Nekhebet and Hatchet, strong in valour, 
“ subduer of hundreds of thousands, the Horus of gold, 
“ mighty of years like Ta-thenen, prince, lord of festivals, 
» protector of Egypt, filling the land with great nionn- 
ments to his name.” The name of his mother and of 
his daughter was Ast, or Isis. From the scenes and 
inscriptions ornamenting the walls of a rock-hewn tomb 
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the king, Neh-Maat-Ea, is identical with the whole of 
the prenomen of Amen-hetep III. The tomb was 
originally known as the “Tomb of the Metempsychosis,” 
and Lepsins called it “ No. 9 ” ; it consists of three 
corridors which lead into two rectangular chambers of 
unequal size, and from tliese two further corridors lead 
into two rectangular chambers of unequal size, one of 
which held the sarcopliagus, which is now broken. Tlic 
first three corridors and the two cdiaiiibers into which 
they lead probably represent the tomb of Eanieses V,, 
for it is clear that the second chanibor, which contains 
four rectangular pillars, was intended to receive the 
sarcophagus of that king. When Ihimeses VI. usurped 
the tomb he penetrated further into the mountain, and 
added the last two corridors and the two ehambens into 
which they lead.*- The scenes and the inscriptions 
which relate to them are of interest, and consist for 
the most part of extracts from the religious works wliich 
were popular at that period, i.e., the " Book of the 
Gates of the Underworld,” and the “ Book of what is 
iu the Underworld,” etc. The most valuable of all are 
the astronomical representations wliich are found on 
the vaulted ceiling of tlie sarcophagus chamber; the 
tables of stars which are found on the walls were 
declared hy M. Biot to have been diawn up about 
B.G. 1240, but later investigators make them about 
forty-six years later. Near the star tables is a scene in 

I For the plan of the tomb sqq Miaaiiya A bi, 

plate 64. 
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which the Boat of the Sun is passing over the hack of 
the double human-headed god Aker, 
the personification of the passage through or under the 
earth into which the sun entered in the evening, and 
from which he emerged in the morning, From a 
papyrus preserved at Liverpool’^ it appears that the 
tomb of Eameses YI. was broken into and robbed in the 
reign of Bameses IX., and it was probably at this period 
that the king’s sarcophagus was smashed to pieces ; the 
mummy of Eameses YI. was removed for safety to the 
tomb of Amen-hetep II., wherein it was found early in 
1898. 

«• M SHil] ¥ 

Ea-tjse-Maat-Amen-meri-setep-en-Ea, son of the 
Sun, Ea-meses-ta-Amen-neteb-heq-Annu. 

Eameses YII., '^the emanation of Amen, the divine 
prince of Annu,” was probably the son of Eameses III., 
and his reign, like the reigns of most of his brothers, 
was very short, probably not exceeding five or six years. 
Of the events of his reign nothing is known, and it 
seems that he neither built temples nor repaired them ; 
the few buildings upon which his name occurs appear 
to have been usurped by him. The Horus name of 

* For the plan of the tomb ace Mission AvcTxeologique^ tom. iii. 
plate 50. 

” Eqq GoodyfriUj Aegyjptische Zeiisohrift^ h&Jiii 1}. 62. 
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king was “ Miglity Bull, tlie gracious (?) 

^ and we find that this insig- 

iii^'ant monarch styled himself “ Lord of the shrines of 
Nekhehet and IJatehet' protector of Egypt, subduer of 
the Nine Bows, the Horns of gold, mighty of 
like Ea, prince, mighty one of festivals like 
Amen-Ea, the king of the gods.” These facts 
that the titles, which under the XVIIIth 
represented valour and deeds of prowess on the part 

were adopted by the successors of Eameses 
5, matter of form. Eameses VII. built himself 
in the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings 
but it was not as large as many of those of 
predecessors and successors. It consisted of a hall and 
corridor, the walls of the latter being 
with texts from the religious books of the period, 
scenes in which the king is burning incense and 
pouring out a libation before the god Ptali-Seker-Asar,^ 
and the king, dressed in a garb of Osiris, is undergoing 
the ceremony of purification, which is performed by the 
oificial whose title is ani-khnit, -||- |||||. On 
walls of the hall are figures of the goddesses Urt-hekau 
and jSekhet-Bast-urt-hekaii, and on the 
tables of the risings of stars, and scenes in 
a number of celestial personages and animalS; 
crocodile, hippopotamus, ram (or cow), 
is ornamented with a double line 

! Ur jla-IIerit'kliuti Tfimi KUoponi 
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and Avitli figures of Isis, Nephtliys, winged uraei, etc.’'- 
In tlie small chamber behind the hall are scenes in 
which the king is offering ^ to Osiris, and repre- 
sentations of the Boat of the "Sun, of the Tet with the 
attributes of Osiris, etc. 

T. H ^ f e^ipippl 

Ea-usr-Maat-khu-en-Ambn, son of the Sun, Ka-meses- 
Amen-meri-Amen. 

E AMESES VIII., the “spirit of Amen, beloved of 
Amen,” was probably a son of Eameses III. ; he must 
have reigned but a very short time, and of the events 
of his reign we know nothing. It seems that he was 
unable to build a tomb for himself in the Valley of the 
Tombs of the Kings, and as his name is not found 
on any of the buildings at Thebes we may assume that 
he neither usurped nor repaired them. 

*• S Si (jMEI 

the land, Sekha-en-Ea-meri-Amen, lord of risings, 
Ea-meses-sa-Ptah. 

Eameses IX. was probably a son of Eameses III., 
and he reigned eighteen years alone ; as the nineteenth 

* The tomb is described iu Memoires Miss. Arcli.^ tom. iii. pp. 1-8. 
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year of Ms «dgn ms the first of that of his suecessor 
it is clear that Itameses X. must have heen absoci.i « 
TOth him iu the rule of the kingdom before Ms clta 1. 
Ilameses IX. was neither a warrior nor a taWer ha 
his name wiU he always rememhered m connexio 
the great prosecution of the robbers ot tombs which 
was caiTied out by the government of his oni . 

knowledge of the prosecution is derived fiom the 
Abbott Papyrus in the British Museum, and from 
papyri in the collections of Lord Amherst and m the 
hteum at Liverpool.' From these documents we 
may gather that there existed at Thebes, and no dou 
in'otler parts of tbe country also, a weU oiganmed 
gang of expert thieves who lived by breaking into the 
Lbs and carrying off tbe small and valuable objec s 
which they found in them, as well as 
and jewellery with which the mummies of well-to-do 
people were always decked. A certain amount rf 
plundering of tombs must always have gone on in 
Eo-ypt, for the large quantities of funeral formtnic 
whidi was invariably deposited in fine tombs must 
have proved an irresistible temptation to many a 
poverty-stricken thief, whether professional or not, 
L know that Baineses III. was a wealthy man, for 
otherwise it would have been impossible Mi- lum to 
have made such great gifts to the temples of Jfeliopolis, 

1 Sou Birol., Sdcct rmri, vol- H- ‘’.““"i'"'; 

lom ii. (:w series)' Ne'ri'err)-. .liiiluvst / ..JJ. . !>■ -L •■lol 
Uaopoto, V.W Judiciairo a TAWc, lat,», IS,]. 
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Mompliis, and Thebes, and that he must have left 
behind him great wealth which his sons inherited. 
These sons devoted themselves to leading lives of 
pleasure or indolence, for they neither led their 
soldiers to war nor built temples in honour of the gods 
like their ancestors ; on the other hand, most of them 
built large and costly tombs for themselves, and it is 
pretty certain that they were buried with great pomp 
and ceremony, and that many costly ornaments and 
much valuable jewellery were buried with them. 

Under the lax rule of Rameses IV., Eameses V., 
Rameses VI., Eameses YIL, and Eameses VIII., the 
power of the government had become weak, and the 
work of the state was carried out in a very perfunctory 
manner ; the overseers and inspectors neglected their 
duties, and the subordinate officials took advantage of 
their remissness and neglected theirs also, and as a 
result the workmen who were under them scamped tlieir 
work. We know that the royal tombs were at one 
time well cared for, and that the priests and officials in 
charge of them kept them in good order; offerings 
were offered up -at the appointed seasons, and sacrifices 
were made, and when any portion of the tombs needed 
repair it was carried out at once. But under the late 
Eameses the robbers of tombs, seeing the weakness of 
the central government, turned their attention from 
the tombs of high officials and wealthy commoners to 
the sepulchres of the kings, which formed one of the 
principal features of interest at Thebes. Little by 


jqS A THIEF’S CONFESSION [B.C. 1133 

litl.lf they oon-upte.1 tliB master-masous and 'variant 

who were attached to the great royal 

and eventually a number of scribes and ot hei oll cu 

certain duties , 

joined them, and the 1 

Hugs then began on ala^ ca^ oUain a very good 
:of one of the thieves wMclu^^ 

sxifhreoi^— 

if ^protected by masonry, and that its ent^^ 
was filled up with diisbed 

itiiand'we found” the [queen] lying there We 
o opened their coffins and their inner cases which were 
.'in them, and we found the venerable ^ 

;;;C— .r-irsrrii.-; 

■■on which they rested. And having found the roy.il 
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‘‘ wife also we tore off all tliat we found on it likewise 
“ and then we burnt their swatliings. We carried off 
“the funeral furniture which we found with tlie 
“mummies, and which [consisted of] gold, and silver, 
“and copper vases, and we divided the gold which we 
“found upon the venerable mummies of these two gods, 
“and the amulets, and the necklaces, and the cases 
“ into eight parts.” 

The names of some of the eight thieves were 

Q n AA/WW AAAAM Q - , 

Hapu, y IE /vwsv. aaaaaa ^ ; Aaru-en-Amen, 

AD ^ Ut AAAAAA SI MAMA 2LL 


^ ^ W’ f] ^ i J T S = 

Ka-em-XJast, ^ ^ ^ f ©! “'iNefer, J ^ ^ ; 

the eight thieves were beaten with a stick upon 
their feet and hands, and it was by these means 
that the man who turned “ king’s evidence ” was made 
to speak and say what he and his friends had done. 
It is quite clear that the thieves could not have broken 
into the tomb of Sebek-em-sa-f if a proper watch had 
been kept, and that some of the officials of the 
necropolis must have helped them to dispose of the 
stolen property. The priests who took over the stolen 
goods could sell the funeral furniture to the relatives 
of people who had died recently, and thus it was to the 
interest of both priest and thief to plunder the tombs 
of the wealthy; many an object made under one 



Pa-ser-ria,tlie governor of the Necropolis, 


CTl; some 
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dynasty has been re-used under another, uiid us the 
space in the mountains and elsewhere in Egypt avail- 
able for sepulchres has always been very limited, many 
a tomb was used over and over again. This fact has 
not been sufficiently tahen into consideration in dating 
Egyptian antiquities, and it has given rise to consider- 
able discussion among archeologists concerning the age 
of many objects of an important character. A tomb 
was maintained in good order as long as the relatives 
and descendants of the deceased provided an endow- 
ment sufficient for the purpose; when tins came to 
an end the tomb was abandoned, and it^ was either 
plundered by the professional robber, or its occupier 
was quietly removed by the priest^ of the necropolis 
and his furniture used for a new burial. 

The prosecution of the thieves undertaken by 
Bameses IX. began on the eighteenth day of the third 
month of the season Shat, in the 14th year of his reign, 
and the court of inquiry was formed by Kha-em-East, 
Q ^ f 0 governor of Thebes, the trustee 

^le property of the priestesses of Amen-Ea called Nes- 
Amen, ^ 11 “ and the herald of Pharaoh called 

Nefer-ka-Ilri-em-pa-Araeii, G J U ^ I ij § » 
and these officials employed to help them in their 
investigations the head of the police, ^ 
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officers of police; Paibaiik, J 

tile scribe of tlie governor of the city; Paia-iiefern, 

governor of the treasury ; and two priests called Pa-fm- 
^ ^ ^ Ur- Amen, 

|| ^ ^ officials went through 

the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes and 
inspected the tombs there ; the first tomb which they 
examined, that of Amen-hetep I., which had been 
reported to the governor Kha-em-Uast by the sub- 
governor Pa-ser, possibly on untrust- 

worthy evidence, to have been broken into, was 
found to be uninjured. They examined the tomb of 
Antef, and though the building itself was in ruins, 
they found that the stele which represented the king 

with his dog Behuka, J| ^ between 

his legs, was still standing ; and when they came to 
the tomb of Sebek-em-sa-f they found that the thieves 
had got into the chamber and had wrecked the 
mummies of the king and queen. Of ten tombs which 
the commission examined they only found one which 
had really been broken into, though they discovered 
among the other nine damage made by the attempts 
which the thieves had made to break through the walls. 
A number of tombs of private persons had been entered 



AREI TURNS KING’S EVIDENrE 


by tlio tliievesj who had torn to piecoN uio 
several priestesses of Amen in their searcl 
oinaments, jewellery, etc. ; it seems as if tit 
had committed this act of sacrilege were w 
for they were at once arrested. 

We have already seen that the eight 
plundered the tomb of Sehek-em-sa-f wei 
before the commission and that one of 
fessed, hut we are not told what piims 
inflicted upon them eventually. While 


the son of Khareni, 
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hands and feet they could not make him admit that he 
knew of any other place, and he told them that even if 
they were to cut ofP his nose and ears, or to flay him 
alive, they could obtain no further information from 
him. The commission had been appointed as the 
result of the information concerning the robbery of 
royal tombs which had been supplied by Pa-ser, the 
sub-governor of Thebes, to the governor Khn-em-IJast, 
blit it seemed as if the court of inquiry which the 
commission had appointed had been treated with 
contempt, for the tomb of Amen-hetep had not been 
broken into, as Pa-ser had declared, and Pai-kharei 
had himself proved that the evidence which he had 
given three years before was false. Either Pa-ser had 
himself been deceived, or he had made a serious accusa- 
tion against Pa-ser-aa, 

governor of the royal necropolis, with the view of doing 
him a grievous injury in the eyes of the governor Kha-em- 
Uast. There is every reason to believe that Pa-ser was 
correct, but that the court of inquiry made its examina- 
tion of the royal tombs in a very perfunctory manner, 
and that it did not, in consequence, examine into matters 
so closely as it should have done. It is interesting to 
note that the tomb of Nub-kheper-Ea Antuf, which the 
court of inquiry pronounced to be in “ sound condition,” 
^ I , is stated by its own report to have 

had a hole in it two and a half cubits long, which had 
been made by the thieves, who could have made their 
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\vay tlirouglx it into the tonih \vlieuev«n’ they lui.I an 
opportunity of returning to their netarious work. The 
fact that the court of inquiry could regard a tomb 
whicli had suffered such damage to be in “ sound con- 
dition” proves that they took a very optimistic view of 
the matter. Pa-ser was extremely dissatisfied with the 
result of the work of the commission, and he told the 
governor Eha-em-ITast so in an angry letter, wherein 
he threatened to write and report the whole matter to 
the king. How the affair ended we know not, bnt it 
seems that the governor found some means of shutting 
the mouth of Pa-ser, and that the matter was never 
brought before the king at all What happened was 
what has happened always, and what always will 
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ill the time of Usertsen I., and that he rebuilt the 
walls, and repaired the columns, and provided new doors 
of acacia wood, and made the whole edifice beautiful to 
look upon. It is curious enough to find the high priest 
of Amen recording the restoration of the building by 
himself, instead of by the king, but it is more remark- 
able still to find him going on to say that he built 
himself a new house with fine wooden doors furnished 
with copper bolts, and that he made and set up a statue 
in honour of each of the high priests of Amen in a 
courtyard which he planted with trees. Hitherto it 
had been the proud boast of every great king that he 
had repaired, or beautified, or added to the great temple 
of Amen-Ea, the king of the gods, and that he had 
made such and such gifts towards the maintenance of 
the service of the god and of the exalted position of his 
priests. It was a fatal day for Egypt when the high 
priest of Amen was allowed by Rameses IX. to usurp 
the proper functions of the king, but, on the other 
hand, small blame must be attached to the high priest 
for usurping royal powers, for unless he and his imme- 
diate predecessors had done so the brotherhood of the 
priests of Amen would have been ruined. None of the 
sons of Rameses III. had contributed by foreign con- 
quests to the coffers of the priesthood, and this fact in 
itself was sufficient to make the priests of Amen 
anxious about ways and means, for without the tribute 
of vassal nations or the money derived from successful 
trading, the buildings and service of the great god of 


2o6 high priest of Amen levies taxes [B.c. 1133 

Tliebes could not bo maiuteinod. In another place 
in the inscription already mentioned ive are toU 
that Eamesos IX.. with the gods Menthu. Amen-Ka, 

Harmachis,Pteh,and Thoth as witnesses, and m the 

Amen a Mgli official m tlie pnostliood 
presence oi JNes-Amen, a mg 

of Amen, and Nefer-ka-Ka-em-pa-Amen, the loj, 
herald, solemnly gave to the high pnert of Amen 

Amen-hetep, the son of Eamessu-nekht the power to 

levy taxes on the people for the support of tbe temide 
ami priesthood of Amen-Ea.t Thus 

solemn decree gave the greatest power which the king 
of Egypt possessed, i.e., the right to levy taxes on the 
peojle and to raise money, into the hands of the high 
Lest, who built a house of almost royal magmfioeuce 
L himself, and dedicated statues of his predecessors 
in the courtyard thereof. Four years after this decree 
was promulgated the prosecution of the robbers of 
the royal tombs began; whertier it was due to the 
initiative of the high-priest Amen-hetep or to that of 
the governor of the city cannot be said, but we may 
assign the abortive nature of the results obtained by 
the court of imiuiry to the influence of the high priest 
of Amen, who had discovered that a large number ot 
scribes and subordinate members of the priesthood of 
Amen were implicated in tlie robberies. ^ ^ 

Eameses IX. built bimseH a large tomb- m the 

1 For the text see Lepsuis, Benlcmalei', hu 
translation see Brugseh, E,ypt under the VMraohs ^ ' 

» No. 6 according to Lapsius, No. 12 according to Chaxnpollxon 
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Yalley of tlie Tombs of tlie Kings, wherein presumably 
he was buried. It consists of a staircase and three 
corridors, the first having four side chambers, and 
three large rectangular chambers which are joined by 
two short corridors ; the last chamber held the saroo- ( 

phagus. The walls are ornamented with scenes from j 

the religious works which were popular at that period, i 

and with texts from the “ Book of praising Efi,” and [ 

from the Theban Eecension of the Booli of the Bead ; 
of the last-named work a text of Chapter CXXV. | 

appears on a wall in the third corridor.^ In the ! 

sarcophagus chamber are some extremely interesting- 
astronomical texts and scenes.'-^ 


Ea-neper-kau-setep-en-Ea, son of the Sun, Ra-meses- 
meeer-Amen-kha-[bm]-Uast. 

Eameses X., “ beloved of Amen, rising like Ea in 
Thebes,” was probably a son of Eameses III.,' and the 
length of his reign did not exceed six or eight years ; a 
few papyri dated in his reign exist, and from these and 
a small number of miscellaneous objects which are 
inscribed with his names and titles, we know that the 
Horus name of Eameses X. was “ Mighty Bull, rising 

1 For a description of the tomb see Mcmoires Miss. Arch,, tom. 
iii. pp. 16-30, and for a plan see plate 20.- 
- vSee Lepsins, Ghronologie, p, 109, 
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reign of RAMESEb A- l 

,, e , /f>^ He 

Thebes ” ^ ^ “ a "= i ©* 

aatter of Ibrm the old title Lord of the 
ekhebet and TJatehet,” and also styled 
-litv of valour, vivifler of the two lands, 
of years like Ptah-Tanen, 
stroyer of the Hine Bows.’' 
tomb in the Yalley of the 
bebes, but it is relatively 
have been completed; the 
of little interest, and the 
ys the tomb indicates 
rs of Egypt, and it 
nen either would not 
a large and richly 


[like Ba] in 
adopted as a i 
shrines of 
himself, mi^ 

“ the Horns 

‘‘mighty prince of kings, aes 
lUmescs X. built himself a 
Tombs of the Kings at T1 
small ami it seems not to 1 
Boeues ami inscriptions are 
workmanship is poor. In ma 
the increasing poverty of th 

seems as though the priests 

or could not afford to provide _ 

ornamented tomb like the sepnlchres of ^ ’ 

moreover, both priests and king probahy felt that it 
was useless to provide expensive funeral iurmture etm, 
which the thieves might steal and hum, oi . 

:.,iuate officials of the necropolis --I “ 
n+ltPi* burials. The prosecutions of the tomb loboei 
which had taken place in the 14th '‘f . 1®* 
the reign of Kameses IX. had resulted in the beatin 
tith sicks of a number of the robbers who belonged 
to the lower classes, but they did not atop the 
of the tombs. In the first year of the m^n of 
Eameses X. about sixty people were arrested, inc 
sumably by order of “the high priest of Amen-Ea, 
“ the king of the gods. Amon-hetep, the son of the high 
5 ...Jn the Ants Ci.e.. Kamak and Luxor). 
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but actually by plundering uiieieiit tombs and selling 
what they found to travellers and others, will un<lerstand 
exactly the condition of things whicli must have 
existed in the days of the later Eameses kings. The 
modern thieves ransacked the tombs by night, often 
with the knowledge and help of the government 
officials who were paid to prevent them from doing so, 
and those men were the most successful who were 
lucky enough to find the shafts and tunnels which 
the thieves had sunk and driven in ancient days into 


EA-KlIErER-MAAT-SETBP-EN-RA, SOU cd the Suii, Ea- 
MESSU [-MERIJ-AmEN. 

Eameses XI. adopted as his Horns name’ the 
title “Mighty Bull, whom Ea liath made to rise” 
15^1; of his reign, which must have 



B.C. 1133] STORY OF THE PRINCE OF BEKHTEN 2II 


been a vei'y short one, nothing is known.i Whether 
this king bnilt a tomb for himself cannot be said, bnt 
neither a tomb nor mnmmy inscribed with his name 
has yet been discovered. 

Formerly in Egyptological books which dealt with 
history and chronology it was cnstomary to insert after 
Kameses XL a king whose prenoinen was XIsr-Maat- 

Ea-setep-nn- (or, en) Ea Q ©Ij whose 

nomen was Ea-meses meri Amen i] ° (j] P P"] !) and 

he was usually called Eameses XII, This king is 
made known to us by the famous stele which records 
the story of the “Possessed Princess of Bekhten,” of 
which the following brief summary must be given. 
The king Eameses, beloved of Amen, was according to> 
his wont in Western Mesopotamia, and the chiefs of all 
the lands came to pay homage to him and to offer him 
gifts ; each chief brought according to his power, some 
gold, others lapis-lazuli, and others turquoise, but the 
prince of Bekhten added to his gifts his eldest daughter, 
who was a beautiful girl, Eameses was pleased with 
her, and when she came to Egypt with him he made 
her a royal wife. In the 15 th year of the reign of 
Eameses an envoy came from the prince of Bekhten 
and asked the king of Egypt to send a skilled physician 


1 The two vases from the Serapeum which are insoribetl with his 
name are figured in Mariotto, Le Seraj>4um de Memphis, Paris, 
1857, plate 32, Nos. 6 and 7. 
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to Hs country to heal tlie prince’s daughter Bent-reslict, 
the younger sister of the royal wife to whom the name 
of Ea-neferii had been given in Egypt. Tlierenpon 
Baineses summoned all the sages of his court to his 
presence, and asked them to choose from among them- 
selves a skilled physician to go to Bekhten, and their 
choice fell upon the royal scribe Tehuti-em-heb. 
"When the Egyptian p>hysician arrived in Bekhten he 
found that Bent-reshet was possessed of a devil wliieh 
he could not cast out, therefore the prince of Bekhten 
sent a second time to Egypt for help, and besought the 
king to send a god to heal his daughter. Eameses 
then went into the temple and asked the god Khensu- 
nefer-hetep if he would go to Bekhten to deliver the 
princess from the power of the demon, and the god 
agreed to do so. The figure of the god was placed in a 
boat, and escorted by a large number of horses and 
chariots arrived in Bekhten after a journey of seventeen 
months. 

The prince of Bekhten welcomed the god with 
great ceremony, and as soon as his daughter was 
brought into the presence of the god his saving power 
healed her straightway. The devil who was driven out 
of the princess said to Khensn, “ Grateful and welcome 
‘‘is thy coming nnto us, 0 great god, the vaiiciiiisher 
“of the hosts of darkness; Bekhten is thy city, the 
“inhabitants thereof are tliy slaves, and I am thy 
“servant; and I will depart nnto the place whence T. 
“ came that I may gratify thee, for unto this end hast 


■i 
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“tliou come hitlier.” At the devils request the 
prince of Bekliten made a feast in liis Iionoiir, and 
when it was over Khensu gave the command, and the 
devil departed to the country which he loved. As soon 
as the devil was gone the prince of Bekhten determined 
to keep the Egyptian god in his city always, hut at the 
end of three years, four months, and five days Khensu 
left the country in the form of a hawk of gold and flew 
away to Egypt. When the prince of Bekhten knew 
that the god had departed to Egypt he sent back his 
image with many gifts and with a large escort of 
soldiers and horses to Egypt, wherein it arrived in the 
33rd year of the reign of Eameses. Now there are 
several points in the narrative, to say nothing of the 
peculiarities of grammar and spelling, which prove 
that we are dealing with a version of a piece of 
legendary history, and not with a record of actual 
facts. In the first place Eameses XII,, as he was 
styled, was never in Western Mesopotamia, and he 
neither received gifts from the chiefs of that 
country nor married the daughter of one of them; 
but Eameses II. did all these things, and the titles 
of “Mighty Bull, the form of risings,” the “stablished 
one [among] kings like Temu,” etc., in reality 
apply to him and to no other Eameses. We must 
therefore regard the story as having reference to 
Eameses II., and this “ Eameses XII.” must disappear 
from the list of the kings of the XXth Dynasty. The 
text of the story which has come down to us belongs to 
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a very late date, as Prof. Erman lias proved,"! jg 

clearly the work of the priests of Khensu-nefer-Iietep, 
who wished to spread abroad the fame of their god, 
and to make known the great favour with which he 
was regarded by Kameses II. Finally, we must not 
forget that the journey to Bekliten is said to have 
occupied a period of seventeen mouths, and if this 
be true Bekliten must have been situated away in 
Central or Eastern Asia. It is possible that the fame 
of Raineses II., or of some greater Egyptian king, may 
have been carried to the far East by some nomad tribe, 
but it is quite certain that tbe renown of any of tbe 
sons of Rameses III. was never spread abroad in this 
fashion. 


Ra-men-Maat-setep-ex-Pta 9 , son of the Sun, Ra- 
MBSES-MEEErv-A5rEN-KnA-[EM]UAST-NETER-HEQ-ANNU. 

Rameses XII,, who was formerly known us Raineses 
XIII., chose for his Horus name the title “Jlighty 
“Bull, beloved of (or, loving) En,” and bo styled him- 
self, “Lord of the shrines of Nekliebet ami Uatchet, 
“ subduer of hundreds of thousands, the Horns of gold. 


' Aegi/plische Zeitsch-ijt, 1SS3, p. .'>4. Fur 
K. ilo llttuge, Journal Jsiatique, IHUG-iHoH; 
Fast, vol, iv. p. 53 ; and see my Sgyptian Rf< 
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“miglity one of strength, vivifier of the two lands, 
“ Prince, life, strength, and health ! resting upon Maat, 
'‘making to be at peace the two lands,” He reigned 
twenty-seven years, a fact which is made known to us 
by the stele of the scribe Heru-a, (I which 


bears the date 


!WS 


ro n Mil 

1 o n 111 nil 1 1111 = 
but so far as is known he did not 
undertake any war or military expedition, and was, to 
all appearances, content to lead the indolent life of 
his brothers or kinsmen. In the temple of Khensn at 
Thebes he decorated the walls of the larger outer 
chambers which had been left unornamented by Rameses 
III., and he added a number of decorative scenes on 
the walls and columns with cup-shaped capitals, in the 
hypostyle hall of the same building, wherein he is re- 
presented making offerings to various gods. The name 
of Rameses XII. appears in a few places in the great 
temple of Ainen-Ra at Karnak, but it is doubtful if he 
carried out there any restorations or repairs. A few 
objects inscribed with his name have been found at 
Abydos, and it has been argued that he carried on 
certain wmrks there, but if he did, all traces of them 
liave disappeared. He built a tomb for himself in the 
Valley of the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes, but the 
decoration of the walls and ceilings of its tw^o corridors 
and three rectangular chambers was never finished; 


See Mariette, Abydos, vol. ii. pi. 02. 
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in the last chamber is a shaft which seems to indicate 
that the tomb builders of that time resf)rted to the old 
form of the tomb with a deep pit leading to the mummy 
chamber as a means of preventing thieves from plunder- 
ing the tomb. 

We have already seen how Amen-hetep, the high 
priest of Amen, had obtained from Eameses IX. 
the right to levy taxes from the peojde, and how he 
succeeded not only in preserving the ])rivileges and 
power which his father Ea-meses-nekht had acquired, 
but also in adding to them, and we have now to notice 
that hler-Heru, the high priest of Amen who succeeded 
him, was able to make himself at least the equal of the 
king in power. On some of the reliefs found on the 
walls of the temple of Khensu at Karnak we see Her- 

uraeus, the symbol 

of royalty, on his brow, and we learn from the texts 
which accompany the scenes that he styled himself the 
commander-in-chief of the army, and the governor of 
the Sontli and North”; these reliefs were sculptured 
whilst Eameses XII. was still alive, and so we must 
understand that before his death there were living in 
Thebes two kings of Egypt, the one ih Jure and the 
other tie fade, Her-I;leru was astute enough to make 
himself chief of the army, and, as liis predecessor liad 
obtained the mastery over the treasury (jf the eountry, 
his authority over the material and spiritual resources 
of the eountry \vas complete. Of the circumstances 
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wliich attended tlie death, of Eameses XII. we know 
nothing, and whether Her-Heru waited for him to die 
before he ascended the throne of Egypt as the first 
king of the XXIst (Theban) Dynasty, or whether he 
compelled him to abdicate and retire and eat the “ bread 
of banishment” in the G-reat Oasis, as Brugscli thought,^ 
cannot be said. But whilst the high priest of Amen 
was devoting all his energies to the attainment of 
the crown and throne of Egypt and of the othce of 
“ royal prince of Kesh,” he steadily neglected the affairs 
of the Delta, and took no steps to protect it from 
invasion or to safeguard its interests. If he had been 
doing his best to break up the union between the 
kingdoms of the South and North, which had cost 
the kings of the XVIIIth Dynasty so much trouble to 
make, he could hardly have acted otherwise. There 
may, of course, have been good reasons for his acting 
as he did in the matter, especially when we remember 
that there must have existed in all parts of Egypt at 
that time many male descendants of Eameses II. and 
Eameses III., each of whom would consider that he had 
more right to the throne of Egypt than the high priest 
of Amen. In Upper Egypt, however, no claimant of 
this kind to the throne would have had the smallest 
chance of success, because during the period of the rule 
of Eameses IV. to that of Eameses XII. the high priests 
of Amen had succeeded in winning over to their side 


Eyypt uvder the Pharaohs, vol. ii. p. 201. 
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tlie iH’iucipal members of the ollicial class wliicli had 
sprung into being in Egypt, and in laying their hands 
upon the endowments, both private and public, of the 
principal sanctuaries of the country of the South and 
of Nubia. As the god Amen had been made to usurp 
the attributes of all the older gods of Egypt, and had 
even been forced into the position of Osiris as god and 
judge of the dead, so his priests had made themselves 
the representatives of all the old nobility of Egypt, and 
the equal of the king. Their influence over the priests 
and people of Memphis, Heliopolis, Tauis, and other 
large cities of the North was not so great, and thus it 
became possible for a man whose name was Nes-su-Ba- 

neb-Tet ^ ^ B S 

sibly a descendant of Eameses II., to proclaim himself 
king of Egypt and to establish himself king at Tanis, 
the city of his great ancestor and the ‘‘House of 
Eameses ” _par excellence. But the high priest of Amen, 
^er-I^eru, who called himself Sa-lmen, (] Son 

of Amen,” wms, we know, lord of the South, and Thebes 
was his capital: it follows then that Egypt was once more 
divided into twm kingdoms, the one ruled by a descendaut 
of the legitimate line of kings, and the other by the high 
priest of Amen, who attempted to legalize thopower wdiicli 
he had usurped by means of his marriage witli the lady 
Netchemet ( 


Iler-Heru was the founder 
of the dynasty of priesthings at Thebes, while at Tanis 
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a rival dynasty was founded by Nessii-Ba-neb~Tet, 
whose name was Graecized by Manetlio under the form 
of Smendes ; we must therefore divide the XXIst 
Dynasty of the kings of Egypt into two parts — ^I. Kings 
of Thebes, and II. Kings of Tauis. 


END OF VOL. V. 
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